A survey of the leisure time activities of the pupils in the Samuel Willard Bridgham junior high school, Providence, Rhode Island by Buonanno, Bernard Joseph
Boston University
OpenBU http://open.bu.edu
Theses & Dissertations Dissertations and Theses (pre-1964)
1945
A survey of the leisure time
activities of the pupils in the
Samuel Willard Bridgham junior
high school, Providence, Rhode
Island
https://hdl.handle.net/2144/14911
Boston University


BOSTON UNIVERSITY
SCHOOL OP EDUCATION
Thesis
A SURVEY OF THE LEISURE TIME ACTIVITIES OF THE PUPILS III THE
SAMUEL WILLARD BRIDGHAM JUNIOR HIOH SCHOOL, PROVIDENCE, RHODE ISLAND
Submitted "by
Bernard Joseph Buonanno
(Ph. B., Providence College, 1932)
(Ed. B. Rhode Island College of Education, 1934)
In partial fulfillment of Requirements
for the degree of Master of Education
1945
First Reader: J. Wendell Yeo, Associate Professor of Education
Second Reader: Edward J. Eaton, Professor of Education
Third Reader: Roy 0. Billett, Professor of Education
Boston Unrverslty
School of Education
Library
2 6 V t 2.
COBTEHTS
Page
I. Chapter I 1
A. Statement of the problem 1
1. Present problems of leisure 1
2. State Juvenile Court 2
3. The home 4
II. Chapter II
_
6
A. The Federal Hill district 6
1. Early history 6
2. Life within the S. W. Bridgham Junior
High School 9
3. Meaning and development of leisure 14
4. The questionnaire and its administration 21
B. The questionnaire 24
III. Chapter III 30
A. The home influence and reading habits 30
1. Youths investigated 30
2. The home 31
3. Reading habits 39
IV. Chapter IV 51
A. Sports and club activities 51
1. Indoor and outdoor sports 51
2. Club activities 60
p•
COOTEUTS (Concluded)
Page
V. Chapter V 72
A. Work activities and leisure time allotments 72
1. 'fork with and without pay 72
2. Leisure time allotments 83
3. Allowance 94
VI. Chapter VI 97
A. Activities of a recreational nature 97
1. Movies 97
2. Eadios 101
3. Hohhies 106
4. Miscellaneous 111
5. Helpful and harmful influences 113
6. Previous summer's activities 118
VII. Chapter VII 120
A. Summary and conclusions 120
VIII. Chapter VIII 126
A. Recommendations 126
IX. Bibliography 130
•
LIST OF TABLES
TABLE PAGE
1 Distritn.it ion by Grades of Pupils Surveyed 30
2 Survey According to Age 30
3 Birthplace of Parents of Pupils Surveyed 32
4 Language Usually Spoken by Parents at Home 33
5 Principal Occupation of Fathers 33
6 Father's Occupations Arranged Alphabetically 34
7 Mother's Occupations Arranged Alphabetically 35
8 Number of Youths Having Brothers in the Service 37
9 Number of Children in Families Investigated 37
10 Other People Living at Home 30
11 Number of Persons in Each Family 38
12 Number of Youths Regularly Reading Newspaper 40
13 Newspaper Regularly Read 41
14 Parts of Newspaper Read by Youths Who Regularly Read
One 42
15 Number of Youths Owning Library Cards 43
16 Extent to Which Library Card is Used 44
17 Number of Youths Using Library Card for Books Other
Than for School Work 45
18 Extent to Which Library Books are Read Other Than for
School Work 45
19 Types of Library Books Read by Those Owning Library
Cards 46
20 Magazines Reed by Youths Investigated 48
21 Amount of Time Spent Each Week on Out-of-Door Games... 51
I
LIST OF TABLES (Continued)
TABLE PAGE
22 Outdoor Games Liked Best 53
23 Number of Youths Participating in Outdoor Games 54
24 Comparison of Interest in Outdoor Games with Actual
Participation in Same 55
25 Indoor Games Liked Best 56
26 Number of Youths Participating in Indoor Games 58
27 Comparison of Interests in Indoor Games with Actual
Participation in Same 59
28 Number of Parents of Youths Investigated Belonging to
Clubs 61
29 Clubs or Organizations to Which Youths Investigated
Belong 62
30 Number of Clubs to Wh'ch Club Members Belong 63
31 Number of Clubs to Which Club Members Belong Exclud-
ing Dancing Clubs 65
32 Types of Clubs Youths Investigated Would Like to
Belong 67
33 Reasons Why Youths Have Not Joined Types of Clubs
They Like 68
34 Type of Clubs Recommended for Neighborhood of Youths
Investigated 70
35 Number of Youths V/orking With or Without Pay During
the Week ' 72
36 Hours V/orking Each Day With Pay Outside the Home 73
37 Type of Work Done With Pay Outside the Home 76
38 Number of Youths Working Outside Their Home Without
Pay 78
39 Type of Work Done at Home Without Pay 82

LIST OF TABLES (Continued)
TABLE PAGE
40 Hours Spent on Leisure Time Activities Each Week 84
41 Length of Time Spent on Leisure Tine Activities Each
Week 86
42 Number of Youths Receiving Allowance 95
43 Extent to Which Youths Attend Movies 98
44 Occasion on Which Youths Attend Movies 98
45 Type of Movies Liked Best 100
46 Number of Youths Having Radios 102
47 Type of Radio Programs Liked Best 102
48 Name of Radio Program Liked Best 104
49 Number of Youths Having Hobbies 106
50 Hobbies of Youths Investigated 107
51 Type of Hobby Youths Would Like 109
52 Number of Youths Who Would Attend Own School at Night. 112
53 Type of Activities Youths Would Like at Ovm School at
Night 112
54 Helpful Influences in Neighborhood of Youths 114
55 Harmful Influences in neighborhood of Youths 116
56 Activities Participated in Previous Summer 118

CHAPTER I
STATEMENT 05" THE PROBLEM
Present Problems of Leisure
The purpose of the survey .— The problem of how our adolescents
are spending their leisure time has "become particularly pointed in view
of war-time conditions. The following questions raised about youth in
Providence, Rhode Island can doubtlessly be raised about youths in all
communities. Are adolescents engaging in wholesome activities during
leisure time? Are they pursuing some useful hobby at home? Is the home
providing workshops for them in which they can utilize their leisure in
worthwhile tasks? Are community recreational centers attracting all those
who can attend? Are these centers meeting the demands of adolescents?
What part is the school program playing to help make the leisure time of
adolescents constructive?
Significance of the survey.— The survey will be concerned primarily
with the boys and girls of junior high school age in one of the main dis-
tricts of Providence, called Federal Hill. The writer, who is a full-time
counsellor in the Samuel 'Jillard Bridgham Junior High School, which those
investigated attend, is vitally concerned about the problem.
Among other things, the study should reveal whether the school pro-
gram is helping the adolescent to improve the use of his leisure time. Its
suggestions may be of some aid to the Curriculum Committee, which very soon
will be revising the courses of study of the Providence schools. Ife know
- 1 -

that the adolescent spends approximately seven hours a day or a total
of approximately thirty-five hours a week in school. The question then
arises, "How does he spend the remaining 133 hours each week?"
War-time conditions affecting -problem .— War-time conditions have made
the study of the problem increasingly pertinent. Today the world has turned,
to the greatest extent in world history, to "belligerent ideas and actions.
The adolescent is enveloped in a chaotic world which is in the throes of
profound revolution. To wage a global war against the most ruthless enemy
ever known to man, the mobilization of all able-bodied men and women is de-
manded. In our society man has traditionally been the wage earner while
woman has traditionally concentrated on those duties necessary to the
functioning of a healthy, happy family. To accomplish this woman has little
leisure time. A mother must offer kindness and \mderstanding and lend a
helping hand in order to direct her children to meet properly the challenge
of life. To a certain extent, the mother should control the actions of
her children. She should correct poor habits and encourage a wholesome
life. Under the most normal conditions this is never completely accom-
lished, but the results are often very high. We are not, however, living
in a normal age, nor will many people venture to guess how long it may
take to reach anything aporoaching it.
State Juvenile Court
Present youth problems created Juvenile Court .— Because of a grow-
ing need arising from the youth problem in the city and state, the
general public, as well as educators and government officials, became
«
3instrumental in setting up the State Juvenile Court. This Court was establish-
ed in July, 1944 and since its inception has listened to several hundred cases.
The following brief report on one month's activity of the court will show
some of the typical problems existing among our youth; it will also suggest
the need of better recreational facilities.
In the month of February, 1945, the State Juvenile Court disposed of
223 cases. Of this number, six girls were committed to the Oaklawn School for
Girls and about eighteen boys were committed to the Sockanosset School for
Boys. It appears that of the 223 cases there were 152 new referrals, and that
more than half of the latter were for delinquency or waywardness. Seventy-
one cases had previously appeared before the court. As in the past, boy
offenders outnumbered the girl offenders: There were ninety-six boys and
twenty-seven girls. The remaining twenty-nine were adults (parents). The
youngest charged with delinquency and waywardness was an eight year old boy,
two years the junior of the youngest girl delinquent. Eleven boys whose cases
were disposed of were under fourteen years of age; only three girls were under
that age. The largest group ran from fifteen to seventeen years of age. The
total number of delinquent cases disposed of consisted of eighty-eight boys
and twenty-two girls. Of this number, twelve cams from the Federal Hill
District, ten boys and two girls. This is a rather large figure when one
considers the total for the state. After all cases were disposed of, there
were still fifty-six cases pending at the end of the month; these were placed
on the March docket. Of these, ten were contributed by the Federal Hill
District. The following are the other cases which were disposed of by the
court during the month of February:
tt
4Violation of probation
Truancy
Theft
Unlawful entry
15 "boys
15 boys
12 boys
13 boys
5 girls
2 girls
2 girls
The Home
Home conditions affecting the lives of present day youths .— One
will discover that family gatherings at the hearth have become fewer
and fever, for all those who can work are in either the service or in em-
ployment. The result is an apparent lack of supervision in many of these
homes. Divorces and remarriages are prevalent today; with an impatience and
nervousness at least in part attributable to the wax, many people would
rather find an easy solution in the divorce courts than face a problem of
adjustment. To quote Rainey:i/
Outside the school, radical and conflucting ideas regarding
marriage and the home are being proposed and discussed free-
ly. Young people cannot depend upon the tradition as a means
of dealing with life as they find it. Unless they gain some
insight to guide them in their present home conditions and in
the homes they are about to establish, they may spend much of
their lives in a murk of needless floundering and frustrations.
Broken homes result and the adolescent becomes a victim of circumstances.
At an age when the adolescent should be receiving special help and attention
in consturcting a wholesome program during his hours out of school, he is
left to himself, surrounded by temptations.
The war has introduced new dangers into the city. The canteens and
service clubs, about which many young girls congregate, have often done
much harm. With the large number of service men entering Providence, the
if Rainey and Others, How Fare American Youth . D. Appleton Century Company.
Hew York, 1937, p. 134.

adolescent girl, attrexted "by the uniform, is exposed to all sorts of danger.
It is problems such as the above which lead many inhabitants of Providence
to believe that the adolescent is net using his leisure time to advantage.
This study, then, will devote itself to a consideration of the desirable
and undesirable time allotments to activities outside the school. It will
reveal the likes and dislikes of youth in the Federal Hill District. It will
discover and evaluate the recreational centers in this district to see if
the clubs and organizations are meeting the needs and demands of these
youths.
« t
CHAPTER II
THE FEDERAL HILL DISTRICT
Early History
New hopes for the early settlements*— History reveals that in the
early SO's many Italians were inspired "by stories about the possibilities
of gaining wealth, success, and happiness in the New Land. The stories
encouraged many young Italians to forsake their native land for a land of
hope.
On arriving in America, each tried to engage in the work for which he
considered himself "best suited, but those who were not skilled tried to
adapt themselves to whatever was available. The places in which they
settled usually had some of the characteristics of the land they left behind,
rihode Island received great numbers of these adventurous youths. Throughout
the state can be found the beginnings of colonies, each colony rapidly
becoming identified by the characteristics of its inhabitants. The greatest
exodus seems to have been from the lov/er part of Italy; consequently, the
dominant characteristics were those of small farmers. Theco people, originally
peasants, began to adopt a number of the traditions and customs of their new
homeland, and as the colonies developed there was a gradual amalgamation of
new and old.
During this transition period there was bound to be conflict of customs.
The forces for change, however, were not to be denied, for the opportunities
the immigrants had come to seek were becoming realities. The people realized
0«
the new world truly had something to offer them; there were possibilities
here, a real chance for happiness. The teachings of the new world pleased
and satisfied the young, who had the choice to make between new ideas and
old. On the other hand, they could listen to the experiences of their
parents in the old country; on the other hand, they had actual contact with
the new world. The opportunity and the necessity of making many decisions
gave them a real sense of freedom.
The rapid development of Italian colonies,—» Gradually the colonies
"became important sections of vigorous cities. Clubs, associations, churches,
and business centers began to thrive and flourish until the little settlements
became active, integral parts of the larger communities. Such colonies con-
tributed to the growth of Eagle Park, Thornton, Knightsville, Johnston,
Charles Street, Silver Lake, Manton, Natick, Barrington, ¥arrent Bristol,
Peacedale, and Newport,
In Providence, the largest number settled in the part known as Federal
Hill, Here has occurred the greatest intermingling of all sections of the
Italian people. In the course of time Italian immigrants have spread through-
out Federal Hill, and now a strong sense of unity exists among them. With
the disappearance of rivalries and jealousies of the past, the people of
Federal Hill are striving today for the common good.
The colony called Federal Hill .— The Italian colony of Providence
begins at the foot of Atwells Avenue and of Broadway, meeting at a rotary
called La Salle Square and forming a triangle. Broadway continues from
La Salle Square to the Olneyville section, whereas Atwells Avenue continues
through the Manton section. These two streets from the main arteries of the

8Federal Hill district. Sunning "between them are a number of smaller
streets. The immediate center of the district seems to lie "between
America and Dean Streets, On Atwells Avenue there is a thriving "business
section. As one travels on to Broadway, the "business section merges with
a professional district, containing doctors, lawyers, teachers, engineers,
and many others.
Broadway, with its professional class and with outstanding clubs,
such as the Aurora, Italo-American, Young Ken's Imperial, and the Sons of
Italy, seems destined to become the cultural center of Federal Hill. There
is a fine moving picture theatre on Broadway, which caters to the discriminat-
ing taste of a community anxious to bring credit upon itself. The section
has persistently fought an impression that an uncultured group lives on
Federal Hill. The prejudice is of course unfounded; many of the residents
have been schooled in the best Italian colleges and there is an ever-growing
number who patronize the fine arts, attend lectures, and otherwise engage in
cultural activities.
The people here do not tolerate ridicule of any nationality. Although
they have strong feelings for their native land, they pledge their allegiance
to the country of their choice; within the last five years thousands have
become American citizens and thoxisands more are in the process. Tales from
the older families will reveal how hard they have worked to gain a comfortable
living and to succeed in their business undertakings. Families have made
i
many sacrifices to give their young ones opportunities for better living. They
have contributed leaders to the professions, trades, and business world; they
have sent their sons to fight for their country.
«
In spite of their adherence to many Italian customs, the use of
English is slowly Taut surely supplanting that of the foreign mother tongue.
This fact is shown in the schools by the number of third generation pupils
who cannot express themselves in the language of their grandparents. English
\idll always be the language of the new youth. Thoroughly American are the
minds of these youths, v/ho have respect for the old country, but love for
America. These youth, the product of American schools, to repeat a truism
which needs repetition, will become the citizens and leaders of tomorrow.
Life within the S. V/, Bridgham Junior High School
Providence's highly developed school system .— Providence, in
its attempt to provide a program of special activities with a view towards
the development of fine citizens, takes its place among the most modern
school systems. Each junior high school in Providence has one head to whom
the responsibilities of carrying out the school program has been given. Among
other things he supervises home rooms, auditorium and school programs, teachers 1
and pupils 1 programs. Pull time is needed by him in order to develop and
execute his activities properly. In order to understand better the procedure
and policy of the junior high school system, I shall briefly explain the plan
at the S. W. Bridgham Junior High School.
Before the incoming seventh grade enters the school, the pupils are
classified from test results and assigned to groups according to intelligence
and ability. On arriving at Bridgham, they are taken to the school auditorium
where they are introduced to their class counsellors and homeroom teachers.
From here they are directed to their homerooms, to which they are usually
assigned for the two terms which constitute a regular school year. Here the
II
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youth finds their teachers will try to orientate them to their new surroundings.
The homeroom is organized so that teacher and pupils can vrork towards the
development of a healthy community spirit. The pupil, entering into a new
form of school life, is inculcated with the ideals of and a love for the
school.
The homeroom takes about 175 minutes a week for all its activities;
the division is as follows: fifteen minutes at the beginning of the school day,
thirty minutes at noon, and five minutes at the close of each day. The homeroom
period in the morning is usually taken up by the principal and the teacher.
The principal, over a modern radio system, begins the day with the morning
prayer, pledge to the flag, a silent prayer for members of the armed services,
and any necessary announcement. The teacher then checks attendance and handles
any necessary details before the class starts the day* s work. The pupils in
each homeroom elect a competent person as treasurer, who uses this period to
collect money for whatever activity in which the class may be engaging.
The five thirty minute noon periods are given over to homeroom and audi-
torium activities. The periods are so planned as to provide different exper-
iences each day. Three periods a week are spent in the auditorium where the
pupils may see a movie of educational value, watch a class dramatic program, or
have a musical assembly where songs are sung which not only appeal to the
musical sense of the children but also encourage an interest in worthwhile
songs, of the past and present. In the second type of auditorium program,
different departments are assigned a definite date on which a program is to
be given. The teacher assigned, with the help of the auditorium teacher and
other teachers in her department, selects the pupils and plans the programs

best suited to her department and the occasion. Rehearsals are held after
school hours. The teacher assigned to a program tries to introduce some edu-
cational value into the activity. All pupils are given an opportunity to
participate and they experience the satisfaction of recognition.
The remaining two periods are spent in the homeroom. Baring one of
these periods class meetings are held, during which class officers are elected
according to parliamentary lav;. Baring the election of officers the pupil may
discover that the "best man does not always win and that popularity may often
carry greater weight than ability. Problems of school life are discussed and
solved during this period. Here the child is made to feel that he is helping
to carry out the program for the general welfare. He is given an opportunity
to express his views, listen to the discussion of his problems, match his wits
with other members of his class, and learn to listen to others and to convince
others of his way of thinking.
The second of the two periods spent in the homeroom is called the
Topic Period. Baring this period matters of interest to teachers and pupils
are discussed. Special assigned topics are used which have an educational value;
the topic may concern places of interest in Rhode Island, a special holiday,
or the lives of famous persons. The following list is the one used from
January to June of the current year:
Bate To-oic Title
February 8, 16.
February 22.
February 29.
March 1, 8, 14.
March 21, 28.
April 4.
April 18.
Orientation and Class Organization
Washington 1 s Birthday
Henry Vf. Longfellow
Care of Public and Private Property
Scouting in the Community
Easter
The Lord's Prayer
(
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Date Topic Title
May 16, 23.
May 24.
June 6.
June 13.
April 25.
May 2.
May 9.
Poem— "The Need For Men"
R. I. Independence Day
Patrick Henry
Admiral ITimitz
Memorial Day
Pledge of Allegiance
The Flag of Our Country
The above offers a "brief description of some of the extra-curricular
activities of the "boys and girls during their junior high school life.
These activities are steps in helping the development of the adolescent
for the time when he will "become a responsible member of his community.
The -program of trained counsellors .— This part of the thesis would
"be incomplete without some explanation of the guidance department, which
is regarded as the heart of the present junior high school system. This
department is made up, in normal times, of six trained members, one of whom
is the head counsellor. Today, because of a drop in enrollment, there are
five, one of whom has been given two classes. Each of these counsellors has
been selected on the basis of outstanding qualities necessary in the guidance
of youth. Their duties are to guide with a sense of understanding. This
gives the advisor an opportunity to know and love a class which remains under
his supervision for a period of three years. By means of testing, group and
individual counselling, and continuous contact with the home life of the
pupil, a bond of human understanding is established. With the aid of the
home visitors, the influence of domestic circumstances on the child are
better understood, '.'/here needed, it is the counsellor who proves to be a
friend by giving advice and encouragement. In addition, the counsellor
becomes responsible for compiling numerous records and for keeping abreast
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of vocational and "business opportunities. The child learns that one day
he must take his place in a world vhere he must earn his living,
The counsellor, therefore, must keep a watchful eye to discover any
problem that may confront the adolescent. The problem of adjustment not only
in the school but in the home and neighborhood becomes the concern of the
counsellor. When errors are made by pupils, it "becomes the counsellor's
responsibility not to punish but to explain the fault and to suggest remedial
measures to avoid repetition. Consequently, the hand of the advisor often
reaches rather deeply into the life of the adolescent.
The pupil attends school from 8:25 A. M. to 2:45 P. M. , with a half
hour off for lunch. The curriculum he follows is designed to give him a
sense of achievement at the end of each school day. If the individual gets
into difficulty while in school, his planned schedule is, of course, interrupt-
ed, and the cause must accordingly be discovered. Although during its
allotted time the school tries to train the child for a "better life, many
times there are too many factors the child meets outside the school which
counteract the good the school is trying to accomplish. Sometimes the cause
may not "be easily corrected, for it may lie beyond the reach of the school.
It then becomes the duty of the counsellor to study the causes of these harm-
ful influences in order to find a cure.
Because of modern trends, technological advances, the devastations of
war, and the break-up of the home, children find they hrve more time to
themselves. The school must understand present conditions if it expects to
teach "boys and girls to make use of a leisure time activity which is
"beneficial, and conducive to the growth of upright character.
/.
(
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Meaning and Development of Leisure
Modern product ion methods alloy; more free time .— The time when one
is not engaged in some pressing activity may "be called leisure time . Be-
cause man must earn a living, he estahlishes a certain routine for himself.
But "because of the complexities of modern technology, the time necessary for
the production of man's needs has "been sharply reduced, and man, accordingly,
finds he has more leisiire time than ever "before. Medical science agrees that
relaxation and change of routine during the day makes man more fit to meet
his work:
Recreation,^ rightfully interpreted, is a re-creating
of the vital energies of man, whether "by physical exercise,
creative activity, entertaining, absorption, or mere relaxation.
It is as essential to his well "being as food, sleep, and work.
It is a pressing need in the present tempo of life and will "be a
future necessity for today's youth "because of the routine monoto-
nous jobs in which most of them will engage.
The question then arises, "How is spare time to "be used?"
The quality of an individual or a civilization "becomes
most starkly apparent in the use of leisure time. —' When
people can do what they please, we find out what they please
to do.
Leisure, of course, has "been known ever since man was created, "but the
ways in which it has "been used have gone through a multitude of changes. To
understand "better how present ways of profiting "by leisure time have "been
developed, a "brief history of leisure follows.
The minor role of leisure in early days .— The present interest
in ways and means of spending leisure is in direct contrast to earlier
li Ibid., p. 77.
2/ Ibid.
,
p. 152.
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attitudes. The hard work of .American pioneers, the struggle to conquer
the wilderness and to provide for the necessities of life, gave little room
in which to develop leisure time. Uncertainty and constant danger exacted
energy, and perhaps furnished an emotional outlet which is now sought in
amusements and competitive syjorts.
Under such conditions, it was natural to exalt la"bor and ignore
unproductive activities. Because play was looked upon as a form of
idleness, even children's games were frovned upon during colonial times.
"Because religion led a revolt against the pleasures of life, the progress
of recreation as it is known today, was retarded. Worldly amusements were
to be avoided for the higher goal in life.
Because the American pioneers considered labor meritorious and diversion
sinful, leisure and sport were flung into the background. Since early life
consisted largely of an out-of-door struggle for a livelihood, people were
able to secure many of the thrills of sport while engaged in necessary
industry, such as hunting and fishing.
Daily toil furnished opportunities for group activities. Corn
huskings, barn raisings, and quiltings offered opportunities for social
gatherings in which play was present. Such play, however, was a by-product of
work. Even religious gatherings took on the aspect of eocial occasions.
Bear and bull baiting and other games brought over from abroad became
forms of diversion whenever crowds gathered. Although religious opposition
held back the growth of recreational activities in both the North and South,
it was not entirely rooted out.
The colleges which were established at that time showed no signs of
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encouraging games and sports. In 1771, President Eleazar Wheelock,
founder of Dartmouth College, recommended that while students were away
from class and study they turn the course of their diversions and exercises
for their health to the practice of some manual arts or cultivation of gardens
and lands. Other presidents who followed him suggested that the amusements
of youth should consist of such exercises as would he a foundation for future
employments of life. For a long time, the Methodists approved agriculture and
mechanical employment for diversions and banished every form of play from
their colleges.
Progress made during early part of nineteenth century in leisure
time activities .— During the early part of the nineteenth century American
life maintained the characteristics of a pioneer nation. But in spite of all
obstacles, some headway was made in the development of recreational facilities
and in the organization of clubs interested in the promotion of sports. Summer
resorts soon developed; angling clubs were organized. Next in order, yacht
clubs began to organize and as early as 1852 the first intercollegiate boat race
(Harvard and Yale) was run. Baseball soon followed and in 1858 the National
Association of Ball Players was formed. In the northern states, skating was
introduced as a prominent winter sport.
A rising interest in sports and amusements accelerated as the century
advanced. It must be remembered, however, that they were by no means univer-
sally accepted in America. It was not until several years after the Civil
War that popular interest in sports began to develop at a rapid tempo. Along
with baseball came the more plebian sport of roller skating, a sport which soon
gained vride popularity. Women as well as men took to the pastime. Bicycle
«i
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clubs soon formed in almost every city. Croquet was introduced in
America and attracted nation-wide interest. It met xfith so much favor
because it was the first outdoor game in which both men and women freely
participated. Soon colleges adopted more sports, such as track and field
contests. While outing and hiking clubs enjoyed wide interest, camping was
retarded because of inadequate transportation facilities.
Beginning of modern recreational activities.— The foundation for a
modern recreational movement was built during the nineteenth century, especially
during its closing years. This century was a period of innovation, in which
traditional prejudices against play and amusements were gradually eliminated.
Thus as the curtain opened on the twentieth century, the stage was set for an
expansion of recreational activities among all people.
The great development of modern recreation has been brought about by the
rising tide of industry and the growth of cities; recreation has been a large
city movement. When people were concerned with settling a vast country, they
had neither the opportunity for nor the need of an elaborate system of leisure
time activities. But with the growth of industry the whole pattern of American
life changed. Consequently, people accustomed to out-of-door work were
forced to work in factories. Machinery improved, and routine, monotonous work
became the lot of the masses. There was now little time and opportunity to
mingle pleasure with toil as there had been during a comparatively simpler,
rural life. Since traditional amusements were then impossible, shorter hours
were consistently sought so that more leisure would be available at the close
of the working day.
Accordingly, the normal work week has been shortened about twenty-five
percent. Although the amount of leisure which has been attained varies in
<
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different industries, the long hours of work of earlier generations have
"been reduced for all to a marked degree. Relieved from long hours of toil,
people in large numbers have turned to recreational activities as an important
part of their daily routine.
Recreation made significant strides when the government accepted responsi-
bility for the provision of public recreational facilities. And of real im-
portance is the acceptance "by the school as one of its functions, of the train-
ing of children in the wise use of leisure. Organizations, private as well as
public, have sprung up to accept a share in the development of better leisure
time activities for the adolescent of today.
Since intelligent parents realize the necessity of wholesome activity dur-
ing their leisure time, it is no wonder that they are determined that the schools
prepare their children to profit by their leisure time. To realize this aim,
the schools must inform the community about the recreational opportunities
in the neighborhood.
Rhode Island rich in recreational opportunities .— Although Rhode Island
is "he smallest state in the Union, it offers unlimited opportunities for
recreation. To begin with, its climate is very changeable; by no means can it
be called monotonous. Because the state is near the Gulf Stream, its climate
is usually extremely mild in the winter and rather comfortable in the summer.
The Atlantic Ocean and Harragansett Bay, which wash the four hundred mile
coastline, temper the climate, and a plentiful rainfall provides the state
with luxuriant forests and vegetation.
The climate is favorable for bathing and other outdoor sports from
Memorial Day to Labor Day, and sometimes beyond. In recent years increasing
interest has been shown in winter sports. Nevertheless, because winters have
1
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not "been cold enough to provide continuous snow for skiing and coasting,
this form of recreation has "been limited. Ponds do freeze sufficiently,
however, to make possible many weeks of skating. In addition, the Rhode
Island Auditorium, located in Providence, offers indoor ice-skating for
those who enjoy it. In summer, Providence is well-equipped for every form
of outdoor game. Thousands enjoy golf, tennis, and baseball. By travel-
ing a few miles outside Providence, Rhode Isalnders can enjoy bathing,
boating, and fishing. In the matter of golf, Providence was among the
first cities to give serious attention to the game; consequently, some of
the finest courses in the country are located in and about Providence. In
Roger Williams Park, located near the heart of the city, there are several good
tennis courts, and just outside Providence are the Aga.wain Hunt and the Casino
Courts.
Providence, moreover, boasts some very fine parks and. playgrouncis.
Among the best, mentioned above, is Roger Williams Park, whose natural
beauty very few parks can match. It is composed of 455 acres of wooded
hills and level fields and 140 acres of lakes. About two and a half miles
from the center of the city, nine miles of roads and boulevards wind among
beautiful shrubbery and flowerbeds. Boats and bicycles can be rented at a
nominal fee by the hcaxr in the park. On its grounds is located the large
Natural History Museum. A menagerie has become the favorite place of boys
and girls. One can see hundreds of children, especially on Sundays, watch-
ing the strange animals. During the summer, concerts are given on a bandstand
"built over one of the lakes. In the Temple of Music, which was given to the
park by a philanthropic citizen, the Providence Festival Chorus frequently

20
entertains during the summer.
Just outside Providence i? situated the well-known site of Lincoln
Woods Reservation, where one can go for picnics. The place is equipped with
numerous fireplaces and has a small lake. The Godcard Memorial Park, which
contains a golf course, is another such site. A third is the Triggs Memorial
Park, which has as its main attraction one of the finest golf courses in the
East.
Besides these, amusement parks are also available in the vicinity of
Providence. Among the leading ones is Rocky Point, which thousands of people
attend daily from late May to early September. Here children thrill to the
whip, ferris wheel, rocket, and roller coaster. More popular there than any-
thing else is the Rhode Island clambake, served out-of-doors and famous for
its informality. Within a radius of twelve miles, then, inhabitants of
Providence can easily indulge in all forms of recreation. Since Federal
Hill is located near the heart of Providence, it, too, lies within reach
of these opportunities.
Federal Hill has the following recreational centers in its own
area: ITickerson House, Federal Hill House, Scout Clubs, Olneyville
Boys' Club, Camp Fire Girls, International Institute, Y.M.C.A. , and
Y. W. C. A. These centers offer splendid opportunities for a profitable
use of leisure time. Most of these centers are open afternoon, even-
ings, and Saturdays. The membership fees are nominal and those admitted
to membership range from five years of age to adulthood. Some of the
opportunities offered at these centers are listed in the following
table:
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For Boys
Art
Athletics
Basketball
Billiards
Bowling
Camping
Citizenship
Classes
Clubs
Counseling
Crafts
Dancing
Electrical Work
Games
Glee Club
Guidance
Guitar Lessons
Gymnasium
Health
Hikes
Jewelry
Library
Marionettes
Metal Craft
Movies
Music
Nature
News Sheet
Orchestra
Out-of-doors
Parties
Photography
Piano Lessons
Printing
Safety Education
Scouting
Sign Painting
Swimming
Tap Dancing
Tournaments
Toy Making
Woodworking
Violin Lessons
Vocational Training
Volley Ball
For Girls
Art
Athletics
Badminton
Book Reviews
Business Classes
Camping
Ceremonials
Citizenship
Classes
Clubs
Cooking
Counseling
Crafts
Dancing
Discussion Groups
Dramatics
Embroidery
First Aid
Folk Dancing
Games
Glee Club
Guidance
Guitar Lessons
Gymnasium
Health Education
Hikes
Home Making
J ewelry
Library
Literature
ilusic
Nature
Orchestra
Out-of-doors
Parties
Photography
Piano Lessons
Scouting
Sevang
Skiing
Swimming
Tap Dancing
Tennis
Trips
Violin Lessons
In conclusion, it can be safely said that Federal Hill is fortunate
in having so many recreational opportunities at its disposal, for the
children of Federal Hill have a number of resources from which to choose.
Whether or not they use them and to what extent is the subject of this
investigation. The following paragraphs will explain the method used and
tell about the youth who were investigated.
The Questionnaire and Its Administration
Junior high school youths given the questionnaire .— During the
first week of April, 1945, a questionnaire which was prepared with the
assistance of Dr. J. Wendell Yeo of Boston University, x^as given to the
youths of the Federal Hill district, in Providence, Rhode Island, attending
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the S. W. Bridgham Junior High School. There are approximately 1425
pupils enrolled in the junior high school s of Federal Hill. Some of these
youths attend parochial schools. Pupils living in one district are allov/ed
to attend schools in other districts "by special permits issued "by the school
department. Of the 1425 pupils enrolled, 1018 live in the Federal Hill
district, and the remaining 407 came from outside the district. Of the 1018
youths of Federal Hill attending junior high school, 826 are enrolled in the
S. V.r . Bridghan Junior High School. Questionnaires were given to 638 of this
number. Since 638 represents 76.2 percent of the junior high school pupils
of Federal Hill, the writer feels it was a representative sampling of the
youth of this district.
The questionnaire was distributed and the results tabulated by
members of the Providence faculty, who offered their assistance freely and
willingly. First the questionnaire and the procedure were explained to the
pupils. Each of the youths to whom the questionnaire was given checked or
filled in his own answers. The average time for completing the Questionnaire
was approximately forty-one minutes.
The youths to whom the questionnaire was given were told not to write
their names on the sheets. They were urged to answer each question carefully,
truthfully, and as completely as possible. The point was stressed that the
information gathered might be of help in bringing about better leisure time
activities for their community, and that it was necessary and important that
all answers be accurate and honest. They were also told of the serious need"
of better leisure time activities after the war, and that if such a stixdy as
the present one proved to be accurate, it would serve as a source of informa-
tion to help promote new activities. The completeness which characterizes the
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answers is indicative of the interest of the pupils and their effort to
cooperate.
The questionnaire has been arranged to include data on: home duties and
activities, reading habits, activities outside the home, work experience, and
recreational activities and hobbies. Although the questionnaire is not an
exhaustive inventory of leisure time activities, the important types of
recreational and related activities are included. lads and temportary leisure
time activities are omitted, although space is provided for them if the sub-
jects want to include them. The fact that not many subjects filled in these
spaces probably indicates that the questionnaire in its original form meets
with the approval of those who have taken it. Perhaps the order in which
the activities appear and the time when the questionnaire was given may have
influenced some of the responses. It will be noticed that the item which asks
the youths to list activities undertaken the preceding summer, gives them
the opportunity to recall activities which they might otherwise have forgotten.
Most of the data in this study have been placed in table form.
An interpretation follows each table. The word total signifies the number
of pupils actually engaged in the particular activity. The terms sioorts and
athletic games are used; it appears the youths of Federal Hill make some
distinction in the use of these words. Sports , as they use the word, signi-
fies gymnasium activities, individual games, and group activities, whereas
athletic games signify such games as baseball, football, basketball, hockey,
and volley ball.
I It is hoped that the investigation reveals many interesting facts.
The writer feels the study may be of use to those schoolmen and recreational
leaders who are ever on the watch to make for better activity programs for youths.

THE QUESTICiTNAIRE
Questionnaire on Leisure Time
Sex: Male Female Grade
Age
: year s month s
The Home
1. rather' s Birthplace?
2. Father's Occupation?
3. Mother's Birthplace?
4. Mother's Occupation?
5. Indicate which members of your family, if any, are in each "branch
of the Service.
: Army : Navy :
: Father k •• •
: Mother • •
: BrotherC s) How many? • *
; Sister(s) How many? • •
6. How many persons live in your home?
a) Indicate who these persons are:
Father: Yes No Brother(s): Yes,
,
No. How many?
Mother: Yes No Sister(s): Yes No, How many?
Others: Name them:
7. Check the language usually spoken by your parents at home:
English
Italian Greek Armenian
French German ' Portugese
Chinese name others
Reading
1. Do you read the newspaper regularly, Yes No
a) If yes, which one do you read?
2. Check the items you usually read in the newspaper:
_Advert i s em ent s
^Captions
JSchool Section
.Cartoons
_Comics
_Fashions
_Dorothy Dix
_War News
_Editorials
.National News
Pictures
Radio News
Rotogravure
Society Section
Book News
Service Journal
Sports
Theater
Special Features
m
.Puzzles
International News
name others
- 24 -
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3. Do you own a public library card? Yes No
a) If yes, how often do you use it?
Often Seldom Never
4. Do you read school or library books not required for school work?
Yes No
a) If yes, how often so you read them?
Often Seldom Occasionally
5. What type of books do you read?
Fiction
Non-Fiction
Plays
Poems
Name others
Check the magazines you
Headers Digest
True Story
Colliers
Harpers
Popular Mechanics
Detective Stories
—
Life
Atlantic Monthly
,
Saturday Evening Post
Sports Magazine
regularly read:
National Geographic
Literary Digest
American Girl
Liberty
Scribners
West era Magazine
Child Life
_Ladies Home Journal
__Good Housekeeping
Popular Science
Boys Life
.Movie Magazine
McCalls
Charm
Women's Day
American Home
Current History
...American Boy
name others
Snorts
1. How much time do you spend each week on out-of-door games?
one hour three hours five hours
two hours four hours more than five hours?
no hours
2. Check once (V) the games you like best and twice (77) the games in
which you take part:
Outdoor Indoor
football
baseball
hockey
tennis
]
skating
swimming
name others
basketball
cards
checkers
bingo
ping pong
bowling
name others
Clubs
1, Check the number of clubs or organizations to which your father
belongs:
none one more than one
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2. Check the number of clubs or organizations to which your mother
"belongs:
none one more than one
3. Check the club or organization to which you belong:
Boy Scout Boy's Club Y. M. C. A*
Girl Scout Socs Y. W. C. A.
Campfire Girl Junior Police Red Cross
Federal Hill House Junion Canteen name others
4. Check the type of club or clubs you would like to join:
Band Singing newspaper
orchestra games craft
hobby literary reading
Athletic debating dancing
dramatic name others
5. If not a club member, check reasons vrhy you have not joined:
Too far from home Time given to study
Parents refuse Time given to work
Dislike clubs No reason
Too Expensive Ho interest
Dislike gatherings name others
6. Check clubs you would recommend for your neighborhood:
Craft Junior Sports
Heading Dramatic Athletic
Card Playing Radio Singing
Social Hobby name others
7. Check the time you feel they should be open:
all day evenings
after school Saturdays
after school and evening Stindays
all week
VJork Experience
1. Do you work any time during the week? Yes Ho
a) If yes, fill in the following blanks:t'~~» - ——— —— «**-~ j
i[Work done in Your Own .
Home
.
:Work done Outside Your :
Home :
;Por Pay i Without Pay i;For Pay : Without Pay :
:Ho.of hrs.each school ;
, ,.
day I
» • •
• •
» • • •
:l!o.of hrs, on Saturday > • •• •
;Ho.of hrs. on Sunday i • »
•
-
•
: Describe kind of > •
: work done
j
• •
1 •
—
r - - »
• <
•
• •
• •
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Leisure Time Allotment
1. About how many hours do you spend on leisure each week? hours
2. As near as possible, would you estimate the number of hours
given to each of the following each week?
__Hrs. to study musical instrument __Hrs. traveling "by automobile
Hrs. to study voice Hrs. alone
___Hrs. to study dancing —Hrs. to housework
Hrs. to hiking Hrs. to handwork
Hrs. to reading __Hrs. to listening to radio
Hrs. to movies Hrs. typing
Hrs. to Church Hrs. shopping for home
___Hrs. to club meeting Hrs. in library
—Hrs. doing school lessons Hrs. attending night school
_Hrs. attending Sunday School Hrs. riding bicycle
__Hrs. Skating ___Hrs. at Federal Kill House
Hrs. attending canteen Hrs. with gang
Hrs. hanging around other things
3. Do you receive a weekly allowance? Yes No
a) If yes, how much?
.25 1.25
.50 __1.50
.75 more than 1.50
1.00 none
Movies f Radio , and Hobbies
1. Check how often you attend the movies each week :
never twice four
once three every day
2. Check when you usually attend the movies:
Afternoons Holidays
Evenings tfhen you have money
Saturday When you are invited
Sunday To see favorite actor or actress
,
name others
3. Check the type of movie you enjoy most:
Comedies Adventure
Animated Cartoons Gangster
News Historical
Musical War
__Wild West
Romantic
Aviation
Mystery
name others
4. Do you have a radio in your home? Yes No
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5. Check your favorite type of radio program:
Comedy Hews
_Mystery programs Children* s programs
Dance programs Adult 1 s programs
...
Classical music Stories
Quiz
.Speeches
JSingers
.Variety
_Ho type
name others
6. Hame your favorite radio program:.
7. Do you have a hobby? Yes Ho
a) If yes, check your hobby:
Stamp collecting writing stories
Coin collecting
_
writing poems
model airplane radio work
basketry
t puzzles ,
drawing
photography
scrapbook
name others
8. What hobby would you like to have?
Miscellaneous
1. Would you attend your school at night to learn some hand work or
hobby if the school were open at night? Yes Ho
2. Check the type of activity you would prefer if your school were
open at night:
Crafts
Handwork
Hobbies
Reading
Radio work
Typing
Singing
Dancing
School subjects
Movies
Counseling
.Meeting people
Dramatics
Vocational training
Hame others
3. Check the most helpful influences in your neighborhood:
.Hone
^Federal Hill House
.Boys' Clubs
Scouts
_Library
..Canteen
_Church
.Good Heighbors
.Watching people at work Y. M. C. A.
.Parks Y. W. C. A.
.Playgrounds
_Skating ponds
_School
_Friends
.Relatives
.Radio
.Work
Hame others
4. Check the most harmful influences in your neighborhood:
_Hone
.Playgrounds
.Parks
.Automobiles
.Servicemen
.Canteen
Pool rooms
_Bar rooms
.Theatres
.Dirty Playgrounds
_Dirty streets
_Dirty club houses
.Racing
Skating ponds
Boys hanging in streets
Group smoking in shops
Hanging with bad friends
Dance halls
Gangs on corners
name others

Check all the activities you
Stayed at home
Swimming at "beach
Worked around house
Worked for pay in city*
Worked for pay in country
Attended summer school
Sports
last summer:
__Hiking
Visited parks
Visited friends
Stayed in country
Stayed at camp
Traveled "by automobile
name others

CHAPTER III
THE HOKE INFLUENCE AKD HEADING HABITS
Youths Investigated
Federal Hil\ junior high school youths .— This investigation on
leisure was made during the first week of April, 1945. Its subjects were
the junior high school youths of the Federal Hill district who attend the
S. W. Bridgham Junior High School. As shown in Tahle 1, the 638 subjects
investigated were made up of 302 "boys and 336 girls who are almost evenly
distributed among the three grades. The ages of these youths, as revealed
in Table 2, range from ten to seventeen.
Table 1. Distribution by Grades of Pupils Surveyed
Grade Boys : Girls : Total
7th grade 99 : 114 : 213
8th grade 109 : 117 : 226
9th grade 94 : 105 : 199
Total 302 : 336 : 638
i :
The average age of these youths is between thirteen and fourteen years,
which is usually regarded as the average for the eighth grade.
Table 2. Survey According to Age
Age Boys Girls ; Total
10 yrs. to 11 . 6 4 ! 10
11 yrs. 1 mo. to 12 yrs.. . 27 j 23 ; 50
12 yrs. 1 no. to 13 yrs.. . 58 ! 85 ! 143
13 yrs. 1 mo. to 14 yrs.. . 85 J 83 ; 173
14 yrs. 1 no. to 15 yrs.. . 79 : 80 ! i 159
15 yrs. 1 mo. to 16 yrs.. . 38 j 50 ; 88
16 yrs. 1 mo. to 17 yrs..
. 9 : 6
Total 302 i : : u j
i
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With this "background of information concerning the youth surveyed,
the results of the analysis of home and family data may now he presented.
The Home
Birthplac e and occupation of parents .-- The first main division
of the questionnaire is concerned with the homes and families of the youths
under consideration. For many years, the teachers of the S. W. Bridgham Jr.
High School have said that the reason why the youths of the school ohtain
low marks in English Cooperative Tests is because the majority of their
parents are foreign horn and usually speak a foreign tongue at home. As
can he observed from Table 3, 35.4 percent of the fathers and 36.8 percent
of the mothers were born in the United States. Although over 60 percent
of the parents are foreign born, it does not seem probable, however, that
this factor is alone responsible for the results of the English Cooperative
Tests; for as it will be observed in Table 4, the majority of parents
(53.8 per cent) usually speak English at home. The influence of the
horn© would be significant in the earlier grades, but by the time the
youths reach junior high school, home influence has been supplanted by
school training.
Table 3 shows that 762 of the 781 foreign-born have come from
Italy, a figure which represents 97 percent of those born outside the
United States.
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Table 3. Birthplace of Parents of Pupils Surveyed
7th ! 8th : 9th •
Grade ; Grade : Grade . ! Total Tot elX .Total
Per
;
Per i ; Fa.- Per
Pa Mo. Mo. : Fa. Mo.:: Fa.Cer..t ,; Mo. Cent ! Mo. I ex t
T j. _ n _1 t>aly IaL lol i 114 128 :150 1181 385 63.4!! 377: ct n «bl . .0 i : 62.4
United States 76 70" : 97 82 : ! 42 74;;215 35.4; i 226 36,8 ; 441 25.1
Armenia 2' : 3 I 3 .5«! 2 .3 ; 5 •4
Canada 2 ;: 1 1 1 .1;! 2 .3 ; 3 .3
Greece 2 ! 1 ! 2 .4, I .2 ; 3 .3
Portugal ! 1 1 i : 1 .1: ! 1 .2 ) 3 .3
India 1 I 1 .2 i 1 .1
Uraguay 1 : : 1 .2 ; 1 .1
Sweden li •• 1 .2 ; 1 .1
Unknown 1; ! 1 1 : , i ,1: 2 .3 ; 3 rr
Total 199 206;! 215 215 j 193 192; 608 100.0:614 100.0 i 1222 100.0
A survey made in the school in 1936 shows that over 95 percent were foreign-
ers in Federal Hill at that time, but that only 85 percent of them came
from Italy. Those who came from other countries have moved to other parts
of Providence or to its suburbs. Thus, one can see that Federal Hill is
becoming an Italian colony. As this colony is developed, however, one will
see the gradual disappearance of old Italian customs and influence and
in their place the development of more American ways of living. Although
only 35.7 percent of the parents were born in America, 58.8 percent
usually speak English at home and only 38.8 percent usually speak Italian.
This is rather interesting because it bears out the writer's contention
that the people in Federal Hill are more and more adopting English as
their usual form of expression.
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Tahle 4. Language Usually Spoken at Home "by Parents
7th : 8th ! 9th ;
Language Grade : Grade ! Grade j : Total ! Per Cent
English 117 133 ! 119 : ! 369 i 58.8
Italian ( > "71 <i rx < po <OO i i OO • o
Armenian !! 2 i: 8 j! 1 i; 11 ) ! 1.8
French i : 1 ! ! 1 1: .2
G-aelic 1 : 1 i\ a
Swedish : 1 1 : .2
Total ; ; 204 : 213 210 ! 627 100.0
Having investigated the language and "birthplace of the parents,
the questionnaire moves on to how they are employed. Of the 599 fathers
who are reported living 534 or 89.1 percent are employed. They are em-
ployed, as one will observe in Table 5, in 724 different occupations.
Among the five occupations listing the greatest number of fathers, are
the following:
Table 5. Principal Occupations of Fathers
Occupation l?o» Engaged
Shipyard Laborer 45
Machinist 31
Shipfitter 22
Knifemaker 21
Burner 20
By arranging the fathers 1 occupations in alphabetical order in
Table 6, it is discovered that about fifty percent of those employed
are in war work which requires a great deal of manual lahor. Some
of these jobs require from very little to no skill.
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Table 6, Father's Occupations Arranged Alphabetically
Occupation ! ITo. i Occupation : No.
Baker s 10 : Liquor store clerk ; 3
Bandsaw operator • 2. ! Liquor store dealer : , 3
Barber • 11 ! Maintainance man !, 1
Bartender ; 9 i Machinist i: 31
Base worker i 8 ! Mechanic ! ! 11
Blacksmith ! 2 5 Merchant marine !. 3
Blue print reader : 1 1 Milkman J ; 2
Burner : 22 i Mill v/orker : 21
Cab driver ii 6 t Music store owner i 1
Cafe owner ii 1 Odd jobs [ 2
Carpenter l 15
jI Painter : 12
Cement finisher
. ! 13 i! Parking lot attendant 5 1
Chicken dealer
.1 1 t Photographer : 3
Cigar maker » 2 !! Pipefitter : 14
Coal yard laborer J! 4 ! Plumber : 5
Cobbler ;! 9 » Policeman : 2
Colorer j ! 6 > Press operator : 4
Contractor i1 5 j> Printer : 7
Cook i : 7 : > Railroad worker : 8
Dyer ; 2 5 Restaurant manager : 1
Electrical engineer j 2 J Restaurant worker : 3
Electrician j 4 ; Road construction work : 2
Elevator Operator j;: 2 ; Rubber worker : 12
Engineer i 1 5 Shipfitter » 22
Exporter j : 1 : < Shipyard laborer i 45
Filemaker j ! 10 i > Steel worker : 4
Eireman
; ; 6 ; Stonesetter : 5
Foreman > | 3 i 1 Storekeeper : 8
Foundry worker
; 8 j Tailor : 11
Eruit peddler j: 8 j ! Tire recapper : 2
Fruit produce ji 4 !1 Toolmaker : 18
Gas station attendant j: 3 i » Toolsetter : 3
Grocer j! 6 ! Waiter : 6
Guard |i 3 :s Watchman :: 4
Iron v/orker j 15 Wire maker : 4
Janitor
5: 10 ! Ill : 14
Jeweler j; 16 ! Not working : 31
Knifemaker
;[ 21 ! Not living : 27
Lawyer j 1 J > No answer : 22

"but of the total who are employed, there are about 20 percent having
jobs which require a great amount. Since "boys usually "become interested
first in their fathers' occupations, these skilled jobs have a strong
influence in the minds of the future citizens of Federal Hill.
Prom the data gathered one learns that there are twenty-seven
fathers not living and that fourteen are reported as "being unable to
work because of illness. In addition to the fourteen not working because
of illness, thirty-one more have been reported as not working without any
apparent reason. This may be because they are either too old to work or
are unable to find work suited to them. The item on occupations of
fathers was not filled in by twenty-one youths. This may be because they
do not know their father* occupations or because their fathers are unemploy-
ed and the youths did not think it necessary to fill in the blank.
As for the number of mothers who are reported working, there is
a somewhat different picture. Of the 593 mothers reported working, ninety-
four or 15.8 percent of them are entered as working in twenty different
•occupations. From Table 7 one gathers that the greater number of these
occupations require a certain degree of skill. These occupations may in
turn have a direct influence on the daughters of these families. In
addition, the data gathered reveals
Table 7. Mother's Occupations Arranged Alphabetically
Occupation
» •
Fo. it Occupation : Ho.
At home , 502 ! Pipefitter J ! 1
Boots and slippers maker J! 1 i Rubber worker !,15
Braider i; l i Saleswoman i1 1
Colorer \ .1 i[ Stenographer <i 2
Dressmaker ;; 10 j ! Store owner «\ 3
File cutter I 2 : I Storekeeper <t 1
If
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Table 7. (Concluded)
Occupation go.
Floorlady
Hospital worker
Jeweler
Mill worker
Nurse
Optical worker
2
1
12
16
10
4
Telephone operator
Waitress
Wrist watch strap maker
No answer
Wot living
1
9
1
18
25
that 502 of the mothers are at home not working, while twenty-five of
them are reported not living. There are eighteen youths who did not answer
the item on occupations of mothers, omissions which may be due to the fact
that the mothers are not working or that the nature of their work is not
known.
Since we are at war today, it seems rather significant to find out
how many members of the families of the youths investigated are in the
armed forces. The data gathered reveals that three fathers are in the
army and one is in the navy. And what seems rather surprising is to dis-
cover that one mother is a member of the Wacs. The percentage of parents
in the service is so small that it has very little influence on the
families involved, for subjects report that these families have some
relative, son, or daughter living at home contributing to their support.
Since there are so few parents in the service, one can next turn to see
how many brothers and sisters are in the service.
The data gathered reveal that there are no sisters in the service,
but Table 8 reveals that 226 or 35.4 percent of the youths investigated
report having "brothers in the armed forces. Of those who report having
brothers in the service, 76.9 percent have one "brother, while 23.2 percent
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have two or more "brothers in the service. These data do not account for
Table 8. Number of Youths having Brothers in the Service
Army
: Ho. : Navy No.
One brother i Ill : One brother !: 63
Two brothers i 34 j Two brothers ! ! 14
Four brothers J 4
Total ! 149 : ! 77
members who have either been killed or discharged. No doubt if these
groups were both accounted for, the number contributed to the service
\rould be considerably higher. This opinion is strengthened by the fact
that the schools are offering prayers each week for some brother of the
pupils who has been reported killed. The data further reveal that over
one-third of the youths of S. U. Bridgham Junior High School are living
in homes where the atmosphere is far from being happy.
Although a number of the members of the families of Federal Hill
are in the service, the next step of the investigation is to find out
how crowded the homes are. The next direction, accordingly, is to list
and name all those persons living at home. The data gathered in Table 9
reveal the number of children in the families. Besides the 611 fathers,
623 mothers, the following number of children are reported:
Table 9. Number of Children in Families Investigated
259 are only children
184 have 1 other child in family
97 have 2 other children in family
56 have 3 other children in family
18 have 4 other children in family
22 have 5 other children in family
2 have 6 other children in family
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Among others living in families, in-laws const itute the largest group.
Table 10 reveals the other members:
Tahle 10. Other People Living at Home
Because of a serious housing shortage in Providence, it has "become
necessary for many families to double up in order to live within city
limits. Then, too, as children marry and husbands are drafted, the wives
wither move into the husbands' families or .remain v/ith their own families.
This is causing rather crowded conditions in many families. Table 11
shows that there are only ninety-two youths who claim they are living alone
with parents, while 166 claim they have eight or more persons living in
Table 11. Number of Persons in Each Family
the house. The table further reveals that the average number of persons
living in the family of the youths investigated is about eight persons.
Number of in-laws 162
Number of grand-parents 78
Number of boarders 53
Numbers of aunt and uncles 49
Living
Living
Living
Living
Living
Living
Living
living
Living
Living
Living
with 4 other persons
with 5 other persons
with 6 other persons
with 7 other persons
\idth 8 other persons
with 9 other persons
with. 10 other persons
with 11 other persons
with 12 other persons
with 13 other persons
alone with parents 92
146
75
98
61
87
27
25
7
14
4
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The first part of this survey reveals, then, that although about
two-thirds of the parents were born in foreign countries, less than one-
third are using their native tongue as their daily tool for communication,
a fact which should have some influence on the scholastic achievement of
these youths as time goes on. Although the majority of fathers are working,
the same is not true of the mothers. It is evident that the mothers are
not occupied during the day in outside employment which would prevent their
supervision of their children when not in school. VThether they supervise
them or not is not known, but it is at least known that they have the time.
The survey informs the reader that the homes in Federal Hill are rather
crowded. Although the birthrate has dropped considerably within the last
ten years, and although a great number of members of these families are in
the service, housing facilities are so poor that doubling up of families
has created this croxwled condition. Then, too, because married daughters
whose husbands are in the service have found it necessary to work, those
who have children leave them with their parents during the day. These
conditions are not giving youths enough incentive to explore opportunities
at home for profitably spending their leisure time. A later part of this
thesis should either prove or disprove this assumption.
Reading Habits
Reading a vital and important factor during leisure.— In order
to find out how much reading is done outside school, the questionnaire
continues with several questions concerning reading habits. The first
part asks how many regularly read a newspaper. As was expected, it was
found that about 83.5 percent of the youths investigated read newspapers
«
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regularly. The fact that fewer boys in the eighth and ninth grades read
newspapers regularly may he "because r^ny of these youths work after school.
Table 12. Number of Youths Regularly Reading Newspaper
7th : 8th : 9th 1 Total i Total "1 Total
B G : B G : B G ; B $ ; G # : B-G i
Yes 83 103 :77 102: 71 97: 231 76.5 : 302 89.9 : 533 83.2
No 15 9 *32 1 5: 21 5 : 68 22.6 : 29 8.6 : 97 15.6
No answer 1 2 : 0 0: 2 3: 3 .9 : 5 1.5 : 8 1.2
Prom the data gathered one finds that some of these youths often read hooks.
This may afford them little time to read newspapers. Although these youths
state they do not read one regularly, they may perhaps read one occasionally
or whenever they find time for it. The fact that ninety-seven of them
state they do not regularly read a paper and the fact that eight others do
not answer the item may he due to other reasons besides the fact that they
work. There are certain families who do not purchase a paper with any
regularity; some share the paper with other families. The percentage,
however, is not too large to cause much concern. Because girls usually
spend more time at home than boys, it is a small wonder that a greater
number of them read a newspaper.
As might be expected, the restilts of the next question are not
surprising. Table 12 reveals that the majority of the youths read
the Evening Bulletin . Since this has been the only evening paper pub-
lished in Providence for several years, it is natural to find it in the
majority of homes. Those who do not have an opportunity to read the
evening paper usually buy the morning Journal to read on their way to
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Table 13. Newspaper Regularly Read
Newspaper : 7th
;B G i
! 8th
: B G
: 9th
: B G i
I Total :
! B 4
! Total
I G $ •
; Total
:B-G
Evening
Bulletin !63 91 ! 53 84 ; DO 7 I 171 > i no Or?. *t t OOO OX .u
Daily J
Journal : 8 7,! 19 13i ! 17 9 : 44 lb. c i «->o y. o TORlid. O
Sunday ! :
Journal ! ! 8 17, ; 15 35 ! 10 21 | ! 33 TOT Til.! to ! lub lo.4
Sunday ;
News < : 7 8; , 0 0, ! 0 0 I! 7 2.5; ! 8 2.6 ! ! 15 2.6
Boston J
Record ; ! 5 4: 7 6:: 3 1 ! ! 15 5.5j \ 11 3.5 ! ; 26 4.5
Boston J
Advertiser! 1 0 Oj 0 0! I 2 2 i! 2 .8!; 2 .7 !! 4 .7
New York i
Times J 1 0 Oi 0 l! 0 0 : 0 0.0! 1 .4 ! 1 .2
school. Some of the youths purchase them to prepare current events for
social science classes. The other newspapers usually read are found in
the homes of those interested in racing and shorts results. These papers
naturally fall into the hands of the youths "because of attractive pictures
and captions. One girl in the eighth grade states she reads the New York
Times. From the questionnaire it was discovered that her father is a lawyer
and she is the only child in the family.
Altnough over 83 percent state they regularly read a newspaper,
it remains to he discovered what parts they read. The next question,
therefore, attempts to ohtain this information. Tattle 14 reveals
that the majority of the youths read comic strips. The percentage
of each grade reading comics is ahout the same. This section of
the newspaper has gained popularity with the old as well as the young.
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Table 14. Parts of Newapaper Read "by Youths Who Regularly Read One.
Parts of : 7th
Newspaper :B G ,
: 8th : 9th
SB G : B & ,
5 Total
:B_ i >
: Total ,
5 G %
: Total
|B-G i
•
•
Advertisements :16 24 : 31
•
•
29: 46 41 5 93 30.7 l 94 27.6 :187 30.5
Captions :18 28, : 39 46: 58 53-5115 37.9 5127 37.3 :242 37.7
School Section- 510 26 5 24 38: 6 4 5 40 13.2 5 68 19.9,5108 17.7
Cartoons :68 56 :70 59 5 58 72,5196 64.6 5187 54.9,!383 60.3
Editorial 514 22|J 12 8:5 4 9; : 30 9.9,! 29 8.7 : 59 9.9
Comics 5 72 66: 6? 78, 1 71 83:,206 67.9:;227 66.7 :433 67.5
Fashions : 2 44! 0 52: ! 0 67: 2 .6 5163 47.9:5165 25.7
Household i
Hints ; 2 10; : 0 8 [ 0 2 :• 2 .6 . 20 5.8:! 22 3.2
Dorothy Dix : 4 15; 6 14' : 6 35:! 16 5.2: ! 64 18.7,! 80 13.0
War Hews :t66 38: 80 90 : 64 46:,310 69.3''175 51.4 5 384 59.9
National News 512 10, ! 60 82 5 70 42:,142 46,8:,134 40.8::276 43.0
Pictures ! 38 43: 41 84: : 72 62: 151 49.8:5189 55.5:'340 53.0
Radio News i;50 48: 68 72 :. 24 20: 142 57.8::140 41.1:1282 43.9
Rotogravure :,32 18:. 34 50: : 22 60: 88 28.9 :128 38.1::216 33.6
Society i! 2 12: 8 31:5 2 25: 12 4.0: : 68 19.9: : 80 13.0
Books ! 2 2: 21 39,5 1 10:, 24 7.9: : 41 12.4: 65 10.7
Service !
Journal : 6 14: 20 16: , 16 2: 42 13.8:: 32 9.4: ! 74 12.0
Sports 62 15: 81 65: 75 14:•218 71.9: : 94 27.6:,312 48.6
Theatre !,46 68: 96 100- : 74 82: 216 71.2:'250 73.5::466 72.6
Special J
features i 8 : 24 40: 2 0: 28 9.5: , 48 14.1. ! 76 12.3
Puzzles j!26 20: 30 40 ! 9 1: , 65 21.4: 61 18.5,,126 20.6
International :
News i5 31 23: 34 57: 36 52:5101 33.3: : 132 40.2::233 37.8
The second item showing the greatest number of readers is the war news.
Here it will he found that 69.3 percent of the boys read about the war,
while only 51.4 percent of the girls follow suit. The largest number of
girls reading war news is in the eighth grs.de. This may be due to the
fact that more of the eighth grade girls than other grades have members
,
of their family in the service. This personal interest wotild tend to
make them more concerned about the progress of the war. Other facts
revealed from the table:
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1. More boys than girls look at pictures.
2. A greater percentage of "boys than girls follow the
movie news.
3. The hoys' greatest interest in the newspaper is sports,
i^hile that of the girls is the comics.
4. Fashions and household hints hold the least interest
for the "boys, and the girls find least interest in
household hints and editorials.
The fact that about one-third of the youths investigated read
about international news as well as national news is undoubtedly due
to war conditions. If these were normal times international news would
most likely carry less interest.
Besides newspapers, youths use other rending materials. The
investigation will show to what extent this is true. The survey asks
how many subjects have a public library card. The results gathered in
Table 15 show that a greater percentage of girls than boys own one.
Table 15. Number of Youths Owning Public Library Cards
7th
B G i
: 8th !
: B G :
, 9th j
:B G i
! Total :
B i :
, Total !
; G i :
: Total
: B-G i
Yes 76 98
Ho 23 16
: 67 81
,
42 36:,
;65 94
;29 11
: 208 68.8
: 94 21.2:
.
273 81.2:
: 63 18.8:
• 481 75.0
: 157 25.0
About this time each year there is an intensive drive made in the
schools to get every pupil to own and use a library card. Therefore,
the percentage of those owning one at the time of the survey was
naturally high. The drive, incidentally, does a great deal for the
I<
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youths, for it opens new opportunities in the use of their spare time.
The next problem is to find out the extent to which these youths
who own library cards are making use of them. Table 16 shovrs that out of
208 boys who own library cards, 132 are using them to any degree and that
Table 16. Extent to Which Library Card is Used.
: 7th 8th 9th i Total ; Total : Total
Extent :B G : B G ! B G : : B t \ ! G i \:B-G i
Often :14 18: 15 24! 34 49 !63 30.2 : ! 91 33.3 J ! 154 30.1
Seldom :29 40: 20 42: 20 25 ; 69 33.1 ! 107 40.6 ! ', 176 36.5
Never :33
•
•
40: 32 15: 11 20 :t76 16.7 ! : 75 26.1 : ; 151 31.4
of this number sixty-three are using them often. There is marked in-
crease of those using them from the seventh to the ninth grade. The girls
show a slightly higher percentage but not high enough to make any appre-
ciable difference. The girls, too, exhibit a marked increase in the use
of library cards from the seventh to the ninth grade. It is certainly
characteristic of children to turn more and more to reading as they grow
older. There must be something lacking, however, in our educational system
when in a school in which over 75 per cent of its youth o\m library cards
only 68.6 percent of that number or slightly over 50 percent of the youth
investigated are using them to any degree.
The next item for investigation is to find out whether the library
cards are used for books not required for school work and if so, the types
of books pupils are reading. It will Ire seen from Table 17 that the great-
'est number of youths are using their library cards for reading books other
than those connected v/ith school work. Although the percentage for seventh
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grade youths is small, there is a decided increase in the eighth and
ninth grades. The fact that more of the older boys are working does
Table 17, Number of Youths Using Library Card for Books Other Than
for School Work
; 7th i ; 8th ; 9th ! Total : Total : Total
: B Gr ' : B 8 : B Gr ' : B i i : G i i,B-G i
Yes j:34 58! , 51 70 :,57 87 i;142 68.2![215 78,7 !,357 74.2
No ,35 38
1
,
15 6 :.46; ! 54 25.7!! 50 18.3 !:104 21.6
No answer : 7
!
! 1 5 ! 4 1 ! : 12 6.1: 8 3,0 i : 20 4.2
not affect the increase, for most classes have at least one free read-
ing period a week in the library. This period takes place during school
time and pupils are free to read whatever they choose. The majority
read school books in preparation for class reports. Accordingly, read-
ing for school work is done during this period and more time is thus
available for outside reading. The second part of this question is con-
cerned with the type of books which are being read by the youths who claim
they read books other than those for school work. The data in Table 18
show that the greatest number of seventh and ninth grade youths read such
books occasionally; nineteen or 16.6 percent of the seventh grade youths
read them seldom; and 35.5 percent read them often. In the eighth grade
Table 18. Extent to Which Library Books are Bead Other Than for
School Work
: 7th : 6th •• 9 th ! Total ! : Total : Eotal
Extent :B B : B G : B Or • i B $ l : Gr it B-Gr
Seldom
• • •
• • •
: 5 14: 33
•
•
77: 25 23 ! 63 37.7
• •
t • •
! 44 18.4: 107 25.3
Occasionally : 25 31: 19 29: 24 52; I 68 38.6 ! : 112 46.8: 180 44.3
Oft en : 14 19: 15 45: 16 19 : 45 23.7 ! ! 83 34.8: 128 30,4
• • •
. .;_
•
-
-i , .. _
» •
. . . .t.
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about 50 percent of the "boys read them seldom and over 55 percent of
the girls read them often. More girls than "boys in the eighth grade
read books; this may be due to the fact that more boys engage in out-
side activities. In the ninth grade, half the number of girls read
books occasionally, while the boys seem to have a somewhat fair distribu-
tion; seldom, occasionally, and often.
The overall picture shows:
1. 23,7 percent of the boys and 34.8 percent of the girls
read books other than those for school work often.
2. About 37 .V of the boys and 18.2 percent of the girls
seldom read books in this category.
3. The majority of the youths read them occasionally,
4. The least numoer appears in the seldom column.
The data gathered in Table 19 reveals the type of books read by
Table 19. Types of Library Books Read by Those Owning Library Cards
Types
. 7th
r a
: 8th
: B Cr I
9th
B
.
! Total !
. B . 4 J
, Total !
G 4 :
Total
B-fi i
Fiction
: 6
•
•
8 ; 15 19: 11 71 -• 32 24.2 : 98 49.4, 130 32.2
ITon-Fiction : 11 21 ; 32 21;
,
46 19 .. 89 67.3
j
, 61 30.8; , 150 37.2
Plays 3 9 ! 4 7 : 0 0 : 7 5.2 16 8.0;! 2? 5.7
Poems 3 7
:
2 9 8 4 ' 13 9.8 . 20 10.1
'
! 33 8.1
All Types 9 19
:
3 5 0 0
:
12 9.0
:
24 12.1 36 8.9
Sports jt 12 0 i 1 2 0 : 13 9.8 : 2 1.0 : I 5 3.7
History 0 0 n
\
w 0 0 0 . 3 2.2 j 0 0.0 j 3 .7
Comic
: 0 0 : 3 13 : 0 0 : 3 2.2 |l3 6.5 J 16 3.9
Joke
! 0 0 : 2 0 : 0 0 2 1.5 . 0 0.0 2 .4
Mystery : 0 0
:
0 3
:
0 0
!
o 0.0
S
3 1.5 : 3 .7
Science : 0 0 2 2 : 0 0 , 2 1.5 : 2 1.0 ! 4 .9
A t
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the youths investigated. Non-fiction has the widest popularity among
the hoys, whereas the most popular type of reading among the girls is
fiction. Girls in the seventh and eighth grades find non-fiction to he
their most popular type of reading, while the majority of ninth grade
girls turn to fiction. The over-all picture for the girls is that non-
fiction is the most popular type used. The table further reveals:
1. No ninth grade pupil reads plays or "all types."
2. The majority of youths show a definite leaning toward
one type of reading.
3. Eighth grade youths "break up their reading into other
classifications which could have heen included under one
of the five types listed.
(The reason there is a figure over 100 per cent is Because several youths
indicate that they read more than one type of hook)
These data cover the reading hahits in regard to hooks; next arises
the question of the types of magazines the youths read. The fact that many
state they either own no library card and the fact that many who do, fre-
quent the lihrary only occasionally or seldom do not necessarily indicate
that those youths do little or no reading outside school. The survey
shows that the most popular magazine among seventh grade hoys is Life r
from Table 20 it will he observed that more than 50 percent of the hoys
check the magazine. For the seventh grade girls, Movie Magazine enjoys
the greatest vogue; ninety-two or 80 percent of the girls select the
magazine. The next most popular magazine among the hoys of the same
grade is Sports, whereas the girls find True Story, regrettably enough,
—a t
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to "be their next choice. Although the percentage of eighth grade girls
selecting Movie Magazine is not so high as that of the seventh grade, it
Tahle 20. Magazines Read "by Youths Investigated
:7th : 8th : 9th • Total : Total : Total
Magazine : B G : B G : B G : B f : G f : B-G t
Readers Digest : 26 18 : 24 23 : 32 28 : 82 28.7 : 69 20.2 : 151 23.5
True Story- : 20 60 f 25 61 : 6 10 : 51 17.8 : 131 40.0 : 182 29.6
Colliers : 6 8 : 5 13 : 24 18 : 35 12.2 : 39 11.9 : 74 12.0
Harpers : 4 0 : 0 0 : 0 0 : 4 1.4 : 0 0.0 : 4 .6
Popular
Mechanics : 38 4 : 49 1 : 24 2 :111 38.8 : 7 2.1 \ 118 19.2
Detective : 36 34 : 58 31 : 14 16 :108 37.8 : 81 24.7 : 189 30.8
Life : 68 28 : 63 45 : 36 38 :167 58.4 : 111 33.9 : 278 45.3
Atlantic Monthly- : 4 4 : 0 0 : 0 2 : 4 1.4 : 6 1.8 : 10 1.6
Sat. Evening Post : 28 18 : 10 13 : 10 12 : 48 16.8 : 43 13.1 : 91 14.8
Sports - 64 24 : 78 25 : 32 10 :174 60.9 : 59 17.3 : 233 36.3
National
Geographic : 2 6 : 2 0 : 4 2 • 8 2.8 : 8 2.4 • 16 2.6
Literary Digest 0 4 : 2 0 : 4 0 : 6 2.1 : 4 1.2 : 10 1.6
American Girl : 0 34 i 0 10 : 0 26 : 0 0.0 : 70 21.4 : 70 11.4
Liberty : 52 30 ! 36 49 ! 18 28,;106 37.1 ! 107 32.7 : 213 34.7
Scribners 4 0 : 0 0 : 0 0 : 4 1.4 : 0 0.0 : 4 .6
Western
. 18 0 . 8 2 4 0 30 10.5 : 2 .6! ! 32 5.2
Child Life 0 12 0 0 2 12 2 .7 . 24 7.3 : 26 4.2
Ladies Home :
J ournal : 0 12' 0 0 : 0 2 0 0.0 : 14 4.2 , 14 2.2
Good Housekeeping 2 20: 2 12 2 8 6 2.1 40 12.2 46 7.4
Popular Science j 36 2! 16 0 ! 26 4 J 78 27.3 J 6 1.8: 84 13.6
Boy 1 s Life ; 36 4 : 14 0 : 38 0 : 88 30.8 . 4 3.1.2: 92 14.9
Movie 62 92: 41 78 : 34 66: 137 47.9 : 236 69.6: 371 58.1
McCalls
: 0 12: 0 6 : 4 6: 4 1.4 : 24 7.3; 28 4.5
Charm 0 16: 0 2 : 0 6: 0 0.0 : 24 7.3; 24 3.9
Woman 1 s Day
; 0 14: 0 12 : 0 6: 0 0.0 : 32 9.7; 32 5.2
American Home
: 4 8: 0 10 : : 0 10: 4 1.4 : 28 8.5: 32 5.2
Current History
: 0 4: 6 0 : 8 0: 14 4.9 : 4 1.2: 18 2.9
American Boy
; 8 4 4 0 : 6 0 : 18 6.3 : 4 1.2: 22 3.5
Comic
; .49 58: 8 10 : 2 5: 59 20.6 : 73 22.3: 132 21.5
Glamor Seventeen j 0 4: 0 0 : 6 22: 6 2.1 : 26 7.9; 32 5.2
Negro Digest 0 0: 1 0 : 0 0: 1 .3 : 0 .6: 1 1.6
Screen Test : 0 0: 2 3 : 0 0 : 2 .7 : 2 .6: 4 .6
Open Road for Boys 0 0: 2 0 : 0 0: 2 .7 : 0 0.0: 2 .3
Miss America
; 0 0: 0 2 : 0 0: 0 0.0 : 2 .6: 2 .3
St. Antnony's
:
Messenger j 0 0 : 0 0 : 2 0: 2 .7 : 0 0.0: 2 .3

49
Tattle 20. (concluded)
Magazine
i 7th
: B Gr !
: 8th
, B Or :
: 9th
! B 0
Total !
! B i
Tbtal !
I Gr i !
Total
! B-Cr $
Photoplay : 0 0. : 0 0 |: 2 0 : 2 .7 . 0 0.0 : : 2 .3
Cosmopolitan : 0 0 : 0 0 ! 2 0 : 2 .7 : 0 0.0 ! 2 .3
Hone !
•
8
i
-
3 : 4 4 : 5 3 : 17 5.9 : 10 3.0 : 27 4.4
still maintains first place among the girls for popularity. In the
ninth grade girls stiil express Movie Magazine as first choice. Here
again the percentage is smaller than in both seventh and eighth grades.
The ninth grade boys' first choice is Boy 1 s Life with Life and Movie
Magazine running close seconds.
Tne over-all picture reveals that the most popular magazine among
tne boys is Sports with Life running a close second, whereas Movie Maga-
zine is the popular choice by far among the gir±s. Magazines which drop
in favor from the seventh to the ninth grade are Liberty
.
Western
.
Satur-
day Evening Post
,
Sports. Life, Detecti"e « and True Story. Those which
gain in favor are Header
'
.s Dige st , Colliers
.
Popular Mechanics . Current
Histo ry,, and Glamor Seventeen
.
Prom the data gathered on reading, it is apparent that although all
the youths do not own library cards and that although all do not read
library "books, they are doing a certain amount of reading. The data
reveal moreover that a total of tw=nty-3even youths show no preference,
for they leave all magazine items unchecked. The percentage is so small
that it does not affect in any way the final results of the survey;
therefore, little consideration is given to it. Perhaps because of the
t
emphasis given to photography or "because of wide publicity, magazines are
nlaying an important part in the reading habits of youths. Although the
choices made by youths may not be the best for educational purposes, they
are giving these youths an opportunity to adoi>t some habit of reading.
r
CHAPTER IV
SPORTS AND CLUB ACTIVITIES
Indoor and Outdoor Sports
Strenuous snorts the most popular.-—• In the previous chapter
the survey reveals that practically every youth is doing some type
of reading outside school. The amount, of course, varies vdth the
interest of and the time available to the individu?ls. The next
step is to ascertain the amount of time these youths are spending on
sports. In the next item of the poll, the youths are asked hov; much
time they spend each week on out-of-door games. The data gathered in
Table 21 reveal that the younger pupils, in the seventh grade, spend
Table SQL. Amount of Time Spent Eadh Week on Out-of-Door G-ames
ITo. of ! 7th : 8th 9th 1 Total <: Total Total
.
Hrs. , i 0 J B G ! P i_ ft » :l-G ———*2
No hours ;
•
•
1 9 24,I 36 41;! 38 79 : 83 27.4: 144 43.3: 227 35.5
One hour ! 8 38 : 51 50 : 37 22 : 96 31.7 : 110 32.4: 206 32.2
Two hours :.25 17 : 8 21 : 10 3 : 43 14.2 : 41 12.2: 84 13.2
Three hours !,40 32 : 10 3 : 5 1 : 55 18.2 : 36 10.6: 91 14.2
Four hours : 7 0 : 3 0 : 2 0 : 12 4.0 : 0 0.0: 12 1.9
Five hours : . 5 1 0 2 1 0 : 6 2.0 : 3 .9: 9 1.5
More than j ••
five hours i: 5 2 : 1 0 : 1 0 : 7 2.3 : 2 .6:
•
•
9 1.5
more time on out-of-door games than the older pupils, in the eighth and
ninth grades. It is rather surprising to discover that only thirty
youths or less than 5 percent are spending more than three hours on
outdoor gajnes. This may he due to a lack or organized games or the
- 51 -
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lack of adequate 'equipment. The table further reveals that over 27 per-
cent of the hoys and over 43 percent of the girls allow no time for out-
door frames. These figures present an over-all picture of 35 percent
of the youths investigated who are not taking part in outdoor games.
Since the survey was made during an unusually warm spring season, the
results are somewhat disturbing.
The next part of the poll concerns itself with the games the subjects
like best end the games in which they participate. This part of the poll
covers "both indoor and outdoor games. As for types of outdoor games like4
"best, many more are added by the subjects to those originally included in
the questionnaire. Table 21 shows that the three most interesting outdoor
games for seventh grade boys are football, baseball, and handball, where-
as the girls show the greatest interest in baseball and swimming. The
favorites of the eighth grade boys appear in this order: football, base-
ball, and swimming; the firls express the choice for seating and swimming.
The ninth grade boys seem to have the same interests as the eighth grade
boys, whereas the chief interests of the girls are skating and baseball.
Football is the chief interest of the boys, with baseball running a
close second. The chief interest of the girls is skating, with swimming
and baseball running close seconds. From the total data gathered, there
are thirty-one boys and two girls who do not check any of the games; this
may mean that they have no particular interest in the games mentioned
and did not realize that the poll permits them to add their own choices.
Since these pupils represent 1 percent of the total, the final results
are in no way affected. Thus, at least 99 percent of the youths investi-
r
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Table 22. Outdoor Games Liked Best
Games \ f Zil
a
•
ur •
oZn.
Jd & !
ytn
J3
•
•
G :
Total !
B ft
, Total !
: G i i
Total
B-G K>
jootoaii i OASO
i
4: 83 6, 40 14: 203 60.9 : 24 7 1" 2P7 35 4
ijaseDaii 64 vi /I »44: 66 lo ! 40 34: 170 56.1 96 PP. P< 266 41-5
Hockey * Q 2: o2 4 i alo 6 : 58 19.1 : 12 70 10 9XV . *J
Tenni s 12 26
:
22 28 12 31: 46 15.2 : 85 P4 Q< 1 TIX ox PO 4
Skat ing 21 28 32 60 24 40: 77 25.1 $128 37 6< PO^ 31 9OX . 7
Swimming v* VI .44: 50 28 8:122 39.6 :102 PQ q
.
PP4 34 9
GOlI 0 0: 2 0 0 0: 2 .6 : 0 u.u » 9• o •7. «->
±sa,s-cet uall 42 0: 29 3 : 17 6: 88 29.0 9 p ^ Q7 1^1X • X
Boxing : 8 0: 2 0 ! 7 1 : 17 5.6 : 1 o• » ! xo P<o. O
TT_ _ 3T,
_n Tnana oall 50 18: 1 : ; 21 0: 74 24.4 : 19 o. o J. 4. O
Dodge hall 4 12 : 6 28 : 0 8: 10 3.3 : 48 14. I » ^.P Q O- » -
Track
: 4 0: 12 0 : 18 1: 34 11.2 : 1 .2 : 35 5.4
Horse t• • I•
riding : 1 0: 0 0 ! 0 0: 1 .3 : 0 0.0 1 .1
Soccer
: 4 0: 12 0 : 0 0: 16 5.2 : 0 0.0 : 16 2.4
Racing : 4 4: 0 0 : 2 0: 6 .9 : 4 1.1 : 10 1.5
Skiing
: 0 4: 1 5 : 0 0 : 1 .3 : 9 2.6 : 10 1.5
Hide-go- •
•
•
•
»
t
seek : 0 16: 1 5 : 0 3 : 1 .3 : 24 7.0 : 25 3.9
Hop- scotch : 0 12: 0 0 : 0 1 : 0 0.0 : 13 3.8 : 13 2.0
Marbles
: 0 4: 12 1 : 8 0 : 20 6.6 : 5 1.4 : 25 3.9
gated have some interest in outdoor games.
With this information in hand, one can turn to the question as
to how many youths participate in outdoor games. The data seems to
confirm the earlier question on the length of time spent on outdoor games,
for it appears that the seventh grade is spending more time on outdoor
games than the upper grades. The seventh grade hoys, as stated above,
express their interest in baseball and football, and it will be seen
in Table 23 that these youths participate in the same games. Handball
also holds its own with over 42 percent of the seventh grade hoys taking
part in the game.
t
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Table 23. Number of Youths Participating in Outdoor Games
: 7th
• B G ;
• 8th :
: B G
9th
B G
: Total
: B i •
Total
G i
: Total
B-G *
ACto > ID n. c,L l c>( »U J. . <Z
|
oo
AOtd Oo T i' IX r\U <sD 1U oD <do.U 4o l^r.l , loo on "7£>U. r
no cj\.ey < O U U 1U 1 lo D.y 1 o• <e> : iy
: 2 20,, 2 8- 10 6 . 14 4.6: 34 11.7- 48 7.4
10 18 lo <zo\ lo ! 41 lo.D. Ir.D 1U1 ID. r
Swimming ! 31 14 : 12 2 13 15 56 18.4- 3]. 9.1 : 87 13.5
uuiuu rupe « 3 10 : 0 0. 6 0 9 2.9: 10 2.9:. 19 2.9
Dodge ball 4 11 : 0 0 12 4 • 16 5 2. 15 4.4 : 31 4.8
Hide-go- seek 0 12 0 0 0 5 : 0 0.0 17 4.9 : 17 2.6
Marbles 0 2 10 0, 5 2 : 15 4.9 4 1.1 : 19 2.9
Golf 0 0 2 0 0 0 : 2 .6 0 0.0 : 2 .3
Volley Ball 2 0 • 0 0 0 0 : 2 .6 0 0.0 : 2 .3
Handball 43 8 ! 0 0 0 0 : 43 14.1 8 2.3 : 51 7.9
No games. ! 17 25 37 43 40 61 : 94 31.0 : 129 37.9 :323 50.3
The table further reveals:
1. The greatest number of seventh grade girls participate
in basehall, which is the sport they also consider the
most interesting.
2. Although swimming has the same measure of interest for
the seventh grade girls, it will be found that less than
10 percent take part in the sport. This must he expected,
for there is a lack of suitable swimming pools within
reach of all.
3. The eighth grade boys participate most in skating and
football; the eighth grade girls participate most in
skating.
4. In the ninth grade, the boys participate most in baseball,
whereas the girls, as in the eight grade, participate in
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large numbers in skating.
The over-all picture shows that the outdoor games in which most
hoys participate are baseball and foothall. Over 25 percent of the "boys
take part in "both these games. On the other hand, over 17 percent of the
girls take part in these activities. There is no doubt that the picture
would change if proper facilities were provided.
In order to get a "better view of the outdoor activities in which
these youths are participating and those for which they erpress a prefer-
ence, one can compare the two classifications in the following table.
Table 24 shows that the seventh grade hoys express 334 interests in four-
teen different outdoor games; yet 196 or 58.6 percent of these interests
Table 24. Comparison of Interest in Outdoor Games With Actual Partici-
pation in Same
J- 1 ~*rt t 1 1 .
Outdoor
: 7th : 8th 9th Total : Total
Games ! B G : B G B G : B G B — G
Dumber of interests, 234 218 ! 367 209 :245 153 l 846 580;. 1426
in outdoor games
,
JIumber of games
.: 196 133: 70 33 107 73 : 373 239. 612
participated in
outdoor games :
Percent of inter- :58. 6 61.1; 19.0 15.7 43.6 47.7 :44.0 41.2: , 42.8
ests realised
are being realized. In the same grade, 61.1 percent of the girls' interests
are being realised. The eighth graders show a s^irprising picture; there
are only 19 percent of the interests of the boys and 15.7 percent of the
interests of the girls in outdoor sports which are actually being real-
ised. There seems to be no a^-narent reason for this, unless it is that

these youths are giving more of their time to other activities. Of the
245 interests in outdoor games expressed "by the "boys of the ninth grade,
these same "boys are actually taking part in 107 or 43.6 percent of them;
whereas out of the 153 interests expressed by the girls, these same
girls are participating in 47.7.
To summarize these findings, 44 percent of the "boys 1 interests
and 41.2 percent of the girls' interests are actually "beins; realised.
Consequently, although a total of 1426 check marks are counted for out-
door games liked, only 612 or 40 percent of them are "being realized.
The second part of this question is concerned with indoor activi-
ties. From Table 25 it will "be seen that the favorite indoor game of
Table 25. Indoor Games Liked Best
Games ; 7th J
B G :
. 8th
B G !
9 th
B G ;
Tot
B
al i
i |
Tot
G 1
Total
B-G $
Basicethaxi ; 44 28; 66 14! 42 24, ! 152 50.1, : 66 19.4 1 218 34.0
Cards : 82 84: 38 34: 26 22! 146 48.1. 140 14.7! 286 44.6
Checkers 72 12: 38 30! 24 34 < 134 44.2- 76 22. 3 J. 210 32.7
Bingo 28 35 20 26- 16 10 64 21.1 71 20.8 135 21.0
Ping Pong
1 22 6 36 32 12 26 ! 70 23.1 ! 64 18.8 I 134 20.9
Bowling i 42 43 i 66 50 24 38 132 13.5 '131 38.5.: 263 41.0
Puzzles i 8 4 0 0 : 0 0 i 8 2.6 ! 4 1.1 ! 12 1.8
Monopoly i 4 0 : o 0 0 0 : 4 1.3 0 0.0 : 4 .6
School ; 12 0 ' 0 0 : 0 0 12 3.9 ! 0 0.0 ! 12 1.8
Ja.cks
: 0 4 : 0 0 ! 0 2 : 0 0.0 : 6 1.7 : 6 .9
Lotto : i 0 2 : 0 0 : 0 0 : 0 0.0 : 2 .5 : 2 • 3
Pitch
Pennies : 4 0 : 0 0 : 0 0 : 4 1.3 : 0 0.0 : 4 .6 .
Marbles
: 0 0 : 1 0 : 2 0 : 3 .9 : 0 0.0 : 3 .4
the seventh graders is playing cards. The girls show very little interest
9
in checkers and "boys give it second choice. Bowling, which requires
physical exercise, ranks third for hoth "boys and girls* In the eighth
grade, the "boys turn to interests which require a great amount of phy-
sical exertion; howling and "basketball hold first place here, for more
than 65 percent of the "boys indicate their interests in these games. The
girls also seem to have 'an interest in some games requiring physical
activityt About 40 percent of the girls also show a liking for bowl-
ing. The .interest in sedentary games seems to have a fair distribution
among the eighth grade youths; about 30 percent of the youths show an
interest for cards and checkers. In the ninth grade, there is again an
interest toward active games. Here forty-two boys or 44.6 percent who
give basketball as their first choice, whereas thirty-eight girls or 36.1
percent give bowling as their first choice. In the ninth grade, too,
over 25 percent of the youths choose cards and checkers as their interests.
The over-all picture shows that 152 or 50 percent of all the boys
have interests in games requiring action. Basketball, a fast-moving
indoor game, ranks as their first choice. Bowling, another active game,
is preferred by about 45 percent of the boys and ranks third. Cards,
requiring no physical exercise, ranks second with 48 percent of the boys
checking it. The girls, on the other hand, check a less active game as
their first choice, with 41.1 percent of the girls checking cards as first
in rank, whereas 36.7 percent of the girls check bowling as the game in
which they shov; the next greatest interest. Thus boys, and girls to a
less degree, display great interest in indoor games requiring much phy-
sical movement. This is to be expected for the adolescent child who is
r
58
forever seeking an outlet for Dent-up emotions.
Table 26. Number of Youths Participating in Indoor Games
1 7th , : 8th : 9th ! Total : Total ! Total
:3 G ! B G: B G : B *
.
* G % B-G *
ilrAt no! 1
: 10 l! 8
•
•
0: 15 1: 33 10.8 2 .5 : 35 5.4
Cards 25 23 29 28: 34 19: 98 32.3, 70 20.5- ! 168 26.2
Checkers 30 8 20 3: 17 5 67 22.1
!
16 4.7 83 12,9
Binp*o ! 10 11 5 9: 14 7: 29 9.5; 27 7.9 56 8.7
Ping Pong 4 3: 10 5: 10 3: 24 7.9 . 11 3.2, 35 5.4
Bowling ! 6 3 4 2: 14 8 24 7.9, , 13 3.8 37 5.7
Handball : 2 3 0 0: 4 0! 6 1.9: 3 .8 9 1.3
Lotto ! 0 9 0 7: 0 li 0 0.0 i 17 4.9: 17 2.6
School & •
House 0 23 ! 0 o
.
u , 0 0' 0 0.0 : 31 9.2: 31 4.8
Misc. Games 8 12' 8 15: 10 4 26 8.5 : 31 9«:2;. 57 8.8
Hone ;, 15 32 26 47: 30 43 71 23.2 122 35.8 193 30.1
Monopoly 1 3 • 5 20:
•
•
*
0 0 6 1.9 , 23 6.7'. 29 4.5
To find out what decree these interests are "being satisfied is the
concern of the above tahle. The table shows the games in which the youths
are actually participating. The table reveals that playing cards is the
predominate indoor game for both "boys and girls in all grades. The great-
est number of participants, however, is composed of boys. The number of
boys participating varies directly as they advance in grade, whereas
the number of girls participating shows an increase from the seventh to
the eighth grade hut a dron from the eighth to the ninth grade. The
number of those not taking part seems to increase as one moves from the
eighth to the ninth grades. The percentage of those not taking part in
indoor games ranges from 28 percent in the seventh grade to 37.7 percent
in the ninth grade. The numher of hoys increases from 17 percent to 31.9
percent over the same period. In the ninth grade, however, more youths

take part in different indoor games even though fewer of them are par-
ticipating in them. Although a greater number of youths express a de-
sire for active indoor games, the percentage of actual participants is
far "below that number.
In order to give a "better picture, Table 27 comnares the actual
number of games in which the youths are participating with those they
express as liking best. From this table, the reader will observe that
the boys in the ninth grade are satisfying a greater percentage of
Table 27. Comparison of Interests in Indoor Games with Actual
Participation in Same
7th 8th 9th : Total ' Total
Indoor Games ! 1 B G - B G ' • B G : B B B—
G
Uo» of Interests !
in Indoor Games.: 322 217:, 265 186: 146 156 : 733 559,! 1292
Ho. of Games Par- ; 97 97. 89 77: ! 118 50: ! 304 224: ! 528
ticipating in
Indoor Games.
Per Cent of Inter- ; 30.1 44.6 :33.5 41.3 80.8 32.0 :41.4 40.0 : 40.8
ests Realized.
their interests by participating in 80.8 percent of the indoor games
they prefer. If one turns back to Table 26, he will observe that the
majority of games in which they are taking part are sedentary, whereas
their interests lie in active games. They are taking uart in some active
indoor games, however, even though they are rather few in number. As
for the other games the table shows that from 30 to 34 percent of the
expressed interests are being realized by the boys, whereas the
active participation of the girls in their favorite games ranges from
<
44.6 percent in the seventh grade to 32 percent in the ninth grade.
All this shows that 27.8 percent of the choices of the hoys and 40 per-
cent of the choices of the girls are "being realized. The table farther
shows that 32 percent of the interests in indoor games are "being realiz-
ed by those youths who have been investigated. War conditions, lack of
proper facilities, disturbed home conditions, are, no doubt, making a
realization of a higher percentage rather difficult. These conditions
must have some effect on these youths, for one finds that in the seventh
grade the hoys are talcing part in 30 percent of the indocr games they like
"best; in the eighth grade, 33.5 percent; in the ninth grade, 80.8 percent.
The seventh and eight grade girls, on the other hand, show that over 40
percent of their interests in indoor games are "being realized, vhereas
the ninth grade girls are taking part in 32 percent of their favorite
games. In conclusion, Tahle 27 shows that everyone expresses an inter-
est in some indoor game; yet Table 26 reveals that 30.1 percent of
youths are not taking part in any indoor games.
Club Activities
Small -percentage of youths engaged in club activities.— The last
section reveals that about one-third of the youths investigated are not
taking part in indoor games and that ahout the same numher are not engag-
ing in indoor games. The next subject of investigation is to find out
how much of their time is being taken up with club activities. Becau.se
in the past -oarents have voiced their disapproval of clubs and organiza-
tions, for they did not "belong to any themselves and saw no advantage
to them, it would seem helpful to discover whether this is still true.
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In order to throw some light on the subject, then, the first part
of this section will attempt to find out whether the parents of the youths
investigated belong to any clubs, and if so, to how many. The data
gathered in Table 28 reveal that more than 56 percent of the ninth graders*
fathers are not affiliated with any clubs, that 35.1 percent of them be-
long to one club, and that less than 9 percent belong to more than one.
In the seventh grade, however, 21.2 percent of the fathers of the boys
Table 28. Number of Parents of Youths Investigated Belonging to Clubs
Ho, of - 7th : , 8th ; 9th Total ! Total ! Total
Parents: Clubs j B G ' I G B G ! B t ! G l B-G $
Fathers: Hone 32 74! : 36 45! , 51 37;I 119 41.2 ; 156 48.4. : 275 44.8
One it 20 21' , 54 43 i| 32 35 ! 106 36.7 ! 99 30.8, ! 205 33". 4
More than: 42 13 ! 14 23! 8 31
!
, 64 22.1 : 67 20.8,; 131 21,8
one ; :
Mothers: Hone :! 78 83; ; 22 56! ! 60 67 ! 160 55.4 ; 206 63.3; ! 366 59,6
One : 13 21: ! 57 36 ! 20 21 : 90 31.1 ! 78 24.0 : 168 27.4
More than 6 5 ! 25 20 : 8 16 : 39 13.5 ! 41 12.7 : 80 13.0
one
investigated belong to one club, whereas less than 33 percent of them do
not belong to any. In the eighth grade about 50 percent of the boys'
fathers belong to one club.
The table further reveals that 48.4 percent of the fathers of the
girls investigated do not belong to any clubs, that 30,8 percent of them
belong to one, and that less than 21 percent belong to more than one.
Statistics show that 44.8 percent of the fathers of the boys do not be-
long to any club, whereas the remaining 45.2 percent belong to one or
more clubs; 55 percent of the boys' mothers, on the other hand, do not be-
long to any club, whereas less than 45 percent of them belong to one
(
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or more. Over 63 percent of the girls 1 mothers do not "belong to any,
v/hereas less than 27 percent belong to one or more.
Thus, it is rather apparent that over 50 percent of the parents
of the youths investigated do not belong to any club or organization,
whereas less than 50 percent of them belong to one or more. Although
the nature of the clubs to which they belong has not been surveyed, it
is quite evident that there is a growing interest among parents in
clubs. This fact is given weight not only by the results obtained but
also by the number of new clubs which have been opened in the community
Table 29. Clubs or Organizations to Which Youths Investigated Belong
Clubs
: 7th
l B G
:: 8th
: B G
: 9th
B 0
: Total
B i
• Total
: G «
: Total
: B-G i
Boys' Scouts
: 14 0 ! 21 0 : 16 0 : 51 16.8 : 0 0.0
» •
: 51 7.9
Girls 1 Scouts j : 0 5 : 0 12, : 0 8 : 0 0.0: ; 25 7.3 : 25 3.9
Cam-afire Girls ; 0 0 I 0 3 : 0 2: : 0 0.0 : 5 1.4 5 5 .7
Federal Hill
: 6 18,! 12 9,: 7 9 { 25 8.2:: 36 10.5, : 61 9.5
House t
:
Boys' Clubs
; 7 0, : 5 Ol! 7 0 : 19 6.2 : 0 0.0' 19 2.9
Socs
: 6 4 : 6 20 : 2 12: : 14 4.6, : 36 10.5 ! 50 7.8
Junior Police
: , 2 0,! 4 0, i 2 0, 8 2.6' 0 0.0 : 8 1.2
Y. M. C. A.
! 5 0|! 2 0! ! 3 Ol 10 3.3: 0 0.0, : 10 1.5
Y. W. C. A. 0 1 : 0 1 : 0 2.: 0 0.0,1 4 1.1: : 4 .6
Junior Canteen \ 2 4: I 2 3:1 4 7 : 8 2.6,i 14 4.1.: 22 3.4
Red Cross <• 2 4 : 2 0 : 0 3, 4 1.3' • 7 2.0' : 11 1.7
Dancing Club j; 0 0 ; 18 12; ; 49 50, ; 67 22.1: ! 62 18.2. , 129 20.1
Debutante i: 0 1 : 0 8 , 0 o, : 0 0.0, 1 *2 3.5 : 12 1.8
Sea Scouts
: i 2 0: 0 0: • 1 0: 3 .9, ; 0 0.0,! 3 .4
CYO j ! 3 0: 1 0: ! 2 0: : 6 1.9: ! 0 0.0 : 6 .9
400 Club <
! 0 4: 0 2: 1 0 5: 0 0.0 : 11 3.2.i 11 1.7
No Answer
! 6 10: 7 5 : 3 10: : 16 5.2-: 25 7.3, : 41 2.1
None
j: 70 77: 46 61: I 6 2 : 122 40.2::140 41.1: ! 262 40.8
within the last ten years. By interviewing some of the presidents of the
clubs on Federal Hill, it was learned that attendance at meetings is
>
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rather low. Blame is placed primarily on v/ar conditions; that is, long
hours of work seem to keep a large number of members away. Yet the presi-
dents claim that payment of dues far exceeds the number attending1 meetings
regularly. Payments are made by mail or are brot\ght in "by fellow-members
who do attend* This indicates that after the war, attendance will in-
crease.
The next question is concerned with the clubs or organizations to
which the youths investigated "belong. Table 29 reveals that the majority of
the boys investigated do not "belong to any clv.bs or organizations. Very
few of the boys indicate that they belong to more than one club. In fact,
in the seventh grade there are eleven boys who belong to two clubs and
only three who belong to three. In the eight grade twenty-one boys
belong to two or more clnbs; in the ninth grade, as is shown in Tahle 30,
ten "boys belong to two clubs, whereas two "belong to three clubs. The
girls, on the other hand, reveal that forty- seven of them belonging to
Tahle 30. Numher of Clubs to Which Club Members Belong
Numher of ! ; 7th i , 8th ! : 9th !: Total i Total i , Total
-
Cluba ; B
i
B 1 B G- i i B i ! : & i ! B-Cr ' i
Members of
one Club
; 9 21 : 27 21 1 67 70! 1 103 33.9,[112 3.5,,215 33.5:
Members of
two Clubs ! 11 7 : 13 17 10 15,. 3? 10.5 : 39 1.2: 71 11.0
Members of ;
Three Clubs,
, 3 2 , ! 8 5 : 2 1 13 4.2 : 8 .2! ! 21 3.2
club 8, are members of two or more, whereas 112 "belong to one club. In all,
there are seventy-one youths who "belong to two clubs and twenty-one who
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"belong to three. 17o one seems to "be a member of more than three clubs.
Looking hack to Table 29, one will notice that there are no seventh
grade youths who belong to the Dancing Club, although there are some eighth
and ninth grade youths who are members. This club, which is sponsored by
the school under the auspices of the Recreation Committee of Providence, is
held every Friday evening in the school cafeteria. Music is furnished by
a juke box and dancing is held from 7:50 P. M. to 10:20 P. M. Each member
pays twenty-five cents every evening he attends. Those who attend must be
members of the school, fourteen years of age, and at least in the eighth
grade. In its recent campaign to enroll more students, the club has been
able to attract enough ninth grade youths to continue the dancing through-
out the present term. There have been many requests for membership from
the seventh grade, but since there is a sufficient number from the eighth
and ninth grades, the policy to make the eighth grade the minimum re-
quirement still holds. Thus it is that only fifty-three or 24.8 percent
of the seventh grade youths belong to any organized clubs. Because the
upper grades are admitted to the Dancing Club, there are 40.2 percent of
the eighth grade and 82.9 percent of the ninth who do belong to a club.
Omitting the Dancing Club, it will be discovered the eighth grade member-
ship drops to 34.9 percent, whereas the ninth grade decreases to 38.2
percent.
The girls show less interest in scouts than do the boys, the latter
shoving fifty-one members, whereas the former have twenty-five. The girls
in the eighth grade top the list with twelve members. In the seventh
grade there are eighteen girls who belong to the Federal Hill Eouse. This
(
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represents 15,7 perce.it of them and is as large a percentage as those of
the eighth and ninth grades combined who claim membership. In the
eighth grade there are twenty girls who are members of the Student Or-
ganization for Civilian Service, abbreviated to Socs. Members are sent
to City Hall, the Red Cross, and other v/ar-time agencies who are using
volunteer help, where they are assigned to clerical work for one or two
hours a school day. The greatest number of eighth grade girls belong to
the organization. In the ninth grade the Dancing Club tops the list with
fifty girls; the Socs follows next.
The Debutante and 400 Clubs have been recently organized and that
may account for their small memberships. These two are primarily girls'
clubs and are social in nature.
If the Dancing Club is eleiminated from the list in Table 30, the
results in Table 31 \rill give a somewhat different picture. This table
Table 31. Number of Clubs To Which Club Members Belong, Excluding
Dancing Club.
Number of ! : 7th 8th 9th Total
4>
1
Total : Total
drifts IS B Q n G B ft *—
Members of
one Club
\ 9 15 21 23 < : 30 17 ! 60 19.9 55 16.4 ! 115 18.2
Members of
two clubs : 11 10 12 13
1
4 26-
:
27 9.0 \ 49 14.6 1 76 12.2
Members of
three clubs ; ! 3 2 5 3
: 2 0 10 3.4 : 5 1.5,I 15 2.4
Members of *.
no clubs
; 70 77, 64 73 55 52 189 62.4; 202 60.1 ! 391 60.9
No answer , 6 10- 7 5 3 10 > 16 5.3, 25 7.4 ; 441 6.3
offers a better understanding of the number of clubs to which these youths
belong. Over 70 percent of the seventh grade boys hold membership in no
t
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clubs, whereas the eighth and ninth grades show over 60 percent and 55
percent respectively. The girls, on the other hand, show that 67.1 per-
cent of the seventh, 65.6 percent of the eighth, and 49.5 percent of the
ninth are members of no clubs.
To sum up these findings, there are 62.4 percent of the boys inves-
tigated who claim they belong to no clubs. There are sixteen boys v/ho did
not check the item; this may mean that they, too, are not club members.
The girls also have a large number who are not members; there are over
60 percent not holding membership and twenty-five who did not check the
item. Thus, less than 40 percent of the youths investigated belong to
any of these character building organizations.
The excellent club worki/ of many of the so-called
character building organizations is well known. Their con-
tribution in this area could be grea.tly enhanced if a
larger proportion of the youth were attracted to their
program.
It is evident, then, that the yoiiths of Federal Hill are not being
attracted to the clubs existing in the area. The aims of these clubs, which
are well known, are to build better character and teach a more profitable use
of leisure time. There is an obvious need of some incentives to attract
youths who are at this time not affiliated with any of these clubs.
Are there so few members because youths have no interest in clubs
today? Or are there other reasons why these youths are not joining clubs?
To find the answers, the youths x^ere asked to check the types of clubs
they would like to join. The date gathered in Table 32 show that less
IT Ibid, p. 89.
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than 6 percent of the hoys and 7 percent of the girls show no interest
in any of the clubs mentioned. Most of the girls indicate that they
Table 32. Type of Clubs Youths Investigated Would like To Belong
m it"hevXUI B
» 7th
d >VT <
i O UI
I
JO a\^ RJJ r.
Total !
B £
Total 1
0 4 :
Total
B-G- i
Jj dil 1U. 4 1 p p > p iX < : 35 11.5. 11 3.2! 45 7.1
w 1 Ci5UIa « X*x 1X . 1 pX <5 3 CD \j 32 10.5! 4 1.1: 36 5.6
TToVilw <1X\J UUV i Xv Pf) Pf) p^ P7 pn« 63 20.7: 63 18.5! 126 19,6
AuIU 0 1C9 i no AO. T PX<£ 1 o<XU 134 44.2' 25 7.3: 159 24.8
1 pJ. *s Of) on Qo Xft. 30 9.9!! 63 18.5: 93 14.5
/ Pfi 1 RXO pq > r la « 29 9.5:, 74 21.7: 103 16.0
lid w» ^ « < Pfi PP 1 PXC' Q 1
1
XX • 59 19.4 49 14.4 108 16.8
A1 P 'J A • P c 6 1.9 • 11 3.2: 17 2.6
Debating : 1 0 : 0 6 : 1 3 , 2 .6 9 2.6:, 11 1.7
ITev/spaper !: 8 7 : 15 18 : 8 10. 31 10.3! , 35 10.2, : 66 10.2
31ex 9 xo 4.-TP 1 Rxo 15w 67 22.1 18 5.2 85 13.2
Reading 4 p • 12 13 19 23 35 11.5 38 11.1: 73 11.3
Dancing : 32 42 20 38 26 51 78 25.7 131 38.5: 209 32.6
Youth
Marine :; 8 0 4 0 : 2 0 14 4.6 0 0.0.. 14 2.1
Model ;
Airplane : 12 0 . 2 0 : 1 0 . 15 4.9: i 0 0.0 15 2.3
Bicycle :
Riding : 22 18 4 9 : 8 10'I 34 11.2 37 10.8 71 11.0
Card Playing:! 22 15 P 0 : 12 6 36 11.6 22 6.4 58 9.0
Art : 8 2 : 2 0 : 4 2 : 14 4.6 , 4 1.1 : 18 2.8
Skating :: 10 24 0 4 6 13 . 16 5.2 41 12.0 : 57 8.8
!To answer : 14 5 : 8 8 : 6 9 28 9.^ 22 6.4 50 7.0
would like to join a dancing club, and the seventh grade boys also
select it as their first choice along with athletics. In general, the
boys seem to show an interest for clubs vhich call for physical activity.
The number selecting athletics range fron thirty-two in the seventh grade
to fifty-four in the ninth grade. Clubs of a quiet nature seem to be of
little interest to the boys investigated. Bicycle riding clubs vrould
c
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appear to interest more boys than girls, "but the girls seem to outnumber
the "boys as far as skating clubs are concerned. Debating, literary, and
art clubs evidently fail to interest many of the youths.
Although 60 percent of the youths investigated do not belong to
any clubs, pbout 94 percent of them beve expressed the tyoes of clubs
they vrould like to .join. Consequently, since the percentage of those who
would like to join clubs far exceeds the percentage of those who actually
holo" membership, the next problem is to discover the reasons why these
youths have not joined the clubs to which they would like to belong.
Table 33 shows that the chief reason why the seventh grr.de boys
have not joined these clubs is that they dislike them. This reason
accounts for 18,4 percent of them. Twelve boys indicate that work is
Table 33. Reasons Why Youths Have Not Joined Types of Clubs They Like
Reasons ' 7th ; 8th : 9th ! Total : Total i Total
R Cr ; £ a; 2 Gr. a —& 1 0 3-0- f
Too far from « 8 5: 4 10 : 6 4: 18 5.9: 19 5.5: 37 5.7
home j
Parents refuse ! 3 1: 2 4 : 3 l! 8 2.6: 6 1.7: 14 2.1
Dislike Clubs : ,14 3- 3 0 : 2 4* 19 6.2: 7 2.0; 26 4.0
Too expensive 1 3 1 0 . 2 3 4 1.3 : 6 1.7" 10 1.5
Dislike gather- < 4 5 4 0 5 2 13 4.2 7 2.0: ' 20 3.1
ings
Time given to : 12 4 i 8 3 9 5 : 29 9.5 : 12 3.5 : 41 6.3
work
Time given to : 2 1 : 5 8 6 7 : 13 4.2 16 4.7 : 29 4.5
study
lib reason : 7 11 :20 25 11 7 : 38 12.5 : 43 12.6 : 81 12.6
No interest : 9 4 : 4 8 . 1 15 : 14 4.6 : 27 7.9 : 41 6.3
Don't know any : : 2 10 : 8 5 : 2 7 : 12 3.9 : 22 6.4 : 34 5.3
clubs
Housework 5 0 10 ! 2 3 : 2 3 : 4 1.3 : 16 4.7 : 20 3.1
Illness at home : 0 2 : 0 4 : 0 0 : 0 0.0 : 6 1.7 : 6 .9
No answer : 7 9 :il 10 : 0 11 : 26 8.5 : 30 8.8 : 56 8.8
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keeping them from clubs they would like to join. In the eighth grade
the greatest number of youths check the "no reason" item. Of those in
the eighth grade who are not club members, 28.1 percent of the bo T-s and
32 percent of the girls check "no reason". In the ninth grade 18.9
percent of the boys and 24.1 percent of the girls not belonging to clubs
again check the same item. The percentage of parents' refusals is rather
small and apparently has no general effect on these youths. This, then,
eliminates the former, general asstunption as the controlling factor in
keeping down membership. It is quite apparent that over 97 percent of
those who are not club members have parental consent or at least are not
being kept away by their parents. The table further reveals that there
are 6.3 percent of the youths investigated who have no interests in clubs,
and that in addition 4 percent express a dislike for clubs. If the last
two percentages are subtracted it can be said that about 90 percent of
non-members are potential members. The reasons why these are not mem-
bers now, are not too serious to prevent them from joining if a proper
membership drive were made. It seems apparent that the clubs in exist-
ence are not reaching out to include these youths in their program. They
perhaps have not teen made attractive enough, or if so, th^y have not been
sufficiently publicized to encourage these youths to join.
The next direction in the poll is, "Name the clubs you would re-
commend for your neighborhood, and the time they should be open." The
data gathered in Table 34 show that many of the youths list more than
one club; however, the clubs appearing most frequently can be assumed
to be the ones most interesting to these youths. From Table 34, then,
it will be observed that the types of clubs in which the largest number
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Table 34. Type of Clubs Recommended for Neighborhood of Youths
Investigated
Type of ! 7th : 8th : 9th : Totax ! Total : Total
Clubs : B a-- ! B G ! RJLJ n,i •r t ' Gr IY. ,, B-S
Craft ; 18 12 : 10 4: 2 0, 30 9.9, 16 4.7' 46 7.1« • x
Heading i 0 8. p 10 < i o 1 3 20 6.6 31 9 1*7 • X 51 7 9
Card Playing : CtsJ q 1 0J.KJ Q DO 20.7 : 28 ft P > >7X x*±.x
Social ! 2 4 24- 31 1?X JO 19 38 12.5: 54 15-8 92 14- 3
Junior :
:
2 1 0 CO R o 35 11.5. 69 on p i xv± lfi?
Dramatic ! n\J QO < X«J < 7'i < QO 1.1 : 30 c o 3R 5 Q
Radio v:ork 4 o 21wX 6. 8 o 33 10.8, : 6 1-7X . 1 ; 39 6.0
Hobby • , 4 6 41 27 23 17 fi8 22.4 : 50 14 7 : 118XXW 18-4
Sports : 24 o (55 39 7f 1 XWW 41.1: 28 8 2 : 156 24-3
Athletics 1 29 0 : 53 12 29 2 : 111 36.6 : 14 4.1 : 125 19.6
Singing 0 9 : 11 <vw 1 10 : 12 3.9 : 51 14.9)! 63 9.8
Bowling 2 1X 14X*x 16 i XvJ 1 3 > 3? 10.5 : 30 8 8 9 6
Art \ 1 2 8 6 , 2 1 i 11 3.6 : 9 2.6 ! 20 3.1
Bicycle
riding 4 6 : 28 20 13 18 45 14.8 : 44 12.9 : 89 13.8
Girls - 0 2 : 0 6 • 0 1 0 0.0 9 2.6 : 9 1.4
Newspaper : 1 1 8 0 3 2 : 12 3.9 : 3 .8 : 15 2.3
Dancing : 16 18 : 24 26 18 53 : 58 19.1 : 97 28.5 : 155 24.1
Skating : 7 3 : 14 28 . 8 15 : 29 9.5 : 46 13.5 : 75 11.7
Chemistry : 2 0 : 5 1 : 0 0 7 2.3 : 1 .2 : 8 1.2
of boys show an interest are those which require bodily rather than mental
action. At least 50 perctnt of the boys dieck one or more of these types
of clubs. Moreover, they seem to top the boys 1 list in each of the three
grades. In the eighth grade, over 35 -nercent of the boys list a hobby club
as one to have in the community. In the seventh grade, the boys select
card playing clubs first, and dancing clubs second, and bicycle riding
clubs a close third; but in the ninth grade the boys select a hobby club
as their second choice.
The girls, on the other ha.nd, appear to have different interests.
In the seventh grade, their first choice is a dancing club; but in the

VI
eighth grade, girls select a junior cltib as their first choice with
singing and social clubs receiving second choices. As in the seventh
grade, those of the ninth grade choose a dancing club as their number
one choice, with social, "bicycle riding, and hohby clubs ranking in that
order. Consequently, it is apparent that athletic clubs will attract the
greatest number of hoys, whereas those which are social in nature will
generally attract the largest number of girls. Although the clubs in
Federal Hill do sponsor these types of activities, the poll can indicate
only that their programs are not publicised enough for members of the
community to "become av;ar^ of their advantages.

CHAPTER V
WORK ACTIVITIES AMD LEISURE TIKE ALLOTMENTS
Work With and Without Pay
Junior high school youths experience work early in life ,—The
next part of this thesis will "be concerned with work activities and
leisure time allotments of the youths investigated. To ohtain the
first part of this information, the youth are asked whether they work
any time during the week with or without pay. The results gathered in
Tahle 35 show that 70.5 percent of the hoys and 62 percent of the girls
claim they are doing some type of work during the week, certainly fairly
large percentages. But although over 65 percent are engaged in some work,
Tahle 35. Numher of Youths Working With or Without Pay During; the Week
! 7th •• 8th i 9th i Total : Total i , Total
b a •• B G iB G B ft < G * i, B-G <
Yes : 61
•
56: 79 70 : 73 80i 213 70.5: ! 206 62.0, : 419 65.4
Ho • 38 58' 30 47 : 21 25: 89 29.5: 120 38.0,: 219 34.6
the figure holds little meaning unless it is "broken down to account for
how many are working with pay and how many without.
Tahle 36 shows that twenty-four or 24.9 percent of the seventh-
grade hoys are working for pay during the week* Ten of the twenty-four
are working one to two hours a day. In the eighth grade, however, one-
third of the hoys are working four to five hours each school day. Four
girls in the seventh grade or less than 4 percent are working; two of them
- 72 -
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Table 36. Hours Working Each Day With Pay Outside the Home
Hotirs each : 7th , ! 8th ; 9th : Total : Total : Total
day B • B a. : B n B
'
VT
. .. fL . B-G- . . .
One to two \ 10 2: 11 5 ! 0 0 : 21 6.9: 7 2.0i: 28 4.3
Two to three : 2 0 : 9 0 ^ A.14 ? 25 8.2: 2 .5 : 27 4.2
Three to four : 2 0 : 5 1 8 4 • 15 4.9: 5 1.4 : 19 2.9
Pour to five : 8 2 Q> *-> 1 6 0 16 5.2: 3 .8 : 19 2.9
Five to Six . 2 0 0 0 0 0 2 .6: 0 0.0 . 2 .3
Hours on
Saturday
One to two , 2 0 : 3 0 ' 0 0 5 1.6: 0 0.0, 5 .7
Two to three J 0 0 ! 3 0 : 6 0 9 2.9: o 0.0: 9 1.4
Three to four 3 0 ! 8 4 . 6 4 17 5.6: 8 2.3:. 25 3.9
Pour to five : 10 0 : 9 0 : 2 2 21 6.9: 2 .5: 23 3.5
Five to six : 0 4 ! 2 3 ! 8 2 10 3.3: 9 2.6 19 2.9
Six to seven : 0 2 ! 0 0 . 0 9, 0 0.0: 2 .5; 2 .3
Seven to eight : 10 0 : 4 1 : 4 0 18 5.9: 1 .2; 19 2.9
More than eight : 2 0 • 4 0 : 10 2:; 16 5.2: 2 .5: 18 2.8
Hours on J
Sunday :
One to two : 6 0 : 6 0 . 0 Oi 12 3.9: 0 0.0: 12 1.8
Two to three ; 0 0 : 5 0 : 2 0 7 2.3: 0 0.0: 7 1.0
Three to four : 0 0 : 2 0 : 4 0 6 1.9: 0 0.0: 6 .9
Pour to five : 0 0 0 1 : 0 0 0 0.0: 1 .2: 1 .1
Five to six : 0 2 : 0 0 : 0 ^ 0 0.0: 2 .5: 2 .3
Six to seven : 0 0 2 0 : 4 0! 6 1.9: 0 0.0: 6 .9
Seven to eight : 0 0 : 0 0 • 0 0 0 0.0: 0 0.0: 0 0.0
are working from one to two hours and two are working four to five
hours a day. In tne eignth grade, it will be observed that over 24
percent of the hoys work for pay each school day. Of these twenty-
seven boys, eleven are working from one to two hours; nine are working
from two to three hours; and two are working from four to five hours a
day. Seven of the eighth grade girls are working for pay, and of tnis
number five are working from one to two hours; one is working from tnree
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to four hours; and one is working from ^our to five hours. In the ninth
grade, twenty-eight or 29,6 percent of the boys are working. Of this num-
Der, fourteen are \*orking from two to three hours; eight are working from
tnree to four hours; six are working from four to five hours. Six of the
girls are working, four of them from three to four hours a day. 1'nus,
aDout 25 percent of the boys and 5 percent of the girls are working ior
pay each school day.
Tne table reveals that twenty-seven boys and six girls are working
on Saturdays for pay. There is an increase of three boys and two girls
over the week-day number. Of the twenty-seven Doys reported working on
Saturdays, ten are working from four to five hours; ten are working from
seven to eignt hours; two are working more than eight hours. The six
gins of the seventh grade are working from five to seven hours. In the
eignth grade, tnirty-tnree boys and eight girls are working. Seventeen
ooys are working between tnree and five hours, and four are working more
tnan eignt hours. Seven of the eignt girls are working from three to
six hours. In the ninth grade there are thirty-six boys and ten girls
working. Ten of the "boys are working more than eight hours on Saturdays
and twenty-two more are working "between two and six hours. Pour of the
girls are working from three to four hours and two are working more than
ten hours. The table further reveals that the average number of hours
worked by boys on Saturdays is from four to five, whereas the average
number of hours worked by girls is from five to six. The average
number of hours worked by both sexes, however, is from four to five.
This may not seem too high, but one must remember that the majority of

these youths are tinder sixteen years of age; some are as young as twelve.
The tahle reveals that the greatest number of youths working on Sundays
are eighth grade "boys. Fifteen or 13.7 percent of them work for pay on
Sundays. This may "be due to the fact that fourteen year old hoys and over
may work Sundays on paper routes. To sura up, thirty-three hoys and three
girls work on Sundays for pay; the average numher of hours for "boys is
from tv-o to three hours and the average numher of girls is from four to
six.
Doubtlessly there are certain numher s of youths who will find em-
ployment, especially in times like the present. Lahor laws and law en-
forcing agents are evidently helpless in preventing some empl overs from
using children to work long hours each day. The number of those work-
ing long hours is so small it evidently does not cause much concern.
The next direction for the subjects is to list the nature of the
work they do for pay. The data in Tahle 37 show that the hoT^s and girls
investigated work at twenty-four different jobs. The girls work at nine
different johs, whereas the hoys work at twenty different johs. In no
grade can there he found more than five different iohp for girls, where-
as the numher of ,johs for hoys ranges from eleven in the seventh grede
to fifteen in the ninth grade. In the seventh grade the greatest num-
her of hoys are engaged in running errands, with peadling fruit and
vegetahles a close second. In the eighth grade five hoys are eng?ged in
each of the following: delivering papers, running errands, and clerking
in stores. In the ninth grade the greatest numher of hoys are engaged
in running errands; the second largest numher are engaged in delivering

Table 37. Type of Work Done With Pay Outside the Home
toe ;
: 7th :
:B > & :
8th
B
s 9
B
th : Total ;
G ; 3 i:
Total :
B-G
Total
*
.
Farm Work
: 2
;£
0: 0
s
0: 1
• •
« •
0: 3 .9; 0 0.0: 3 .4
Teach dancing
j 0 1: 0 0: 0 0: 0 0.0 1 • 2\ 1 .1
Peddle fruit • :
and groceries
,: 4 0: 3 0: 3 0:10 3.3 0 0.0 . 10 1.5
Peddles papers : 2 0: 3 0: 1 0: 6 1.9 : 0 0.0 : 6 1.9
Deliver papers : 3 0: 5 0: 5 0:13 4.2 : 0 0.0 : 13 2.0
Setting up pins : 2 0: 3 0: 4 0: 9 2.9 : 0 0.0 : 9 1.4
Tton errands
• %*> 0: B 1: 7 2:17 5.6 : 3 .8 : 20 3.1
Shire shoes : 2 0: 4 0: 2 0: 8 2.6 : 0 0.0 : 8 1.2
Cleansing shop l 0 0: 0 0: 1 0: 1 .3 : 0 0.0 : 1 .1
Lands car.ing
: 1 0: 0 0: 0 0: 1 .3 : 0 0.0 : 1 .1
Freight yard ! :
work : 0 0: 0 0: 1 0: 1 .3 : 0 0.0 : 1 .1
Polisher : 1 0: 0 0: 0 0: 1 .3 : 0 0.0 ! 1 .1
Baker's helper : 0 2: 1 0: 1 0: 2 .6 : 2 .5 : 4 .6
Parking lot : • :
attendant : 0 0: 0 0: 1 0: 1 .3 : : 0 0.0 : 1 .1
Store clerk : 0 0: 5 2: 5 1:10 3.3 : 3 .8 \ 13 2.0
Salesgirl : 0 0: 0 4: 0 2: 0 0.0 : 6 1.7 : 6 .9
Painter : 0 0: 1 0: 1 0: 2 .6 : 0 0.0 : 2 .3
Deliver milk ! 0 0: 1 0: 1 0: 2 .6 : 0 0.0 : 2 .3
Porter : 0 0: 1 0: 0 0: 1 IT : 0 0.0 : 1 .1
Care of baby : 0 1: 0 3: 0 5: 0 0.0 : 9 2.6 : 9 1.4
Folding papers : 0 1: 1 2: 2 0: 3 Q• j 3 .8 : 9 1.4
Answer door end •• ••
telephone : 0 1: 0 0: 0 0: 0 0.0 : 1 .2 : 1 .1
Ode jobs : 2 Or 3 0: 0 2: 5 1.6 : 2 .5 : 7 1.0
Delivery work : 3 0:
•
•
0 0:
•
t
0 0: 3
•
•
.9 : 0 0.0 : 3 .4
papers and clerking in stores. The girls, on the other hand, have the
largest number of seventh grade engaged as bakers 1 helpers; in the
eighth grade it is clerking in stores; in the ninth grade it is taking
care of "babies.
To sum up, the greatest number of boys are engaged in runn'ng
errands; the second largest number work at setting up pins in bowling
4;
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alleys. As for the girls, the largest number are engaged in taking-
care of babies; the second largest number are engaged in clerking in
stores. As a whole, the occupations in which the boys and girls are
engaged, are not of a heavy nature. With the exception of parking lot
attendants and freight yard workers, the majority of the boys' jobs
are of a juvenile nature and reouire very little muscular effort; al-
though, on the other hand, some do require long hours. While most of
the boys' jobs take them into the open, many of them confine the boys
in one place, sometimes close a.nd smoke-filled. The girls' jobs are
not so confining. Taking care of babies usually takes them into the
open; during stormy days they uBually find themselves in warm surround-
ings.
The survey definitely shows that those who are engaged in work
with pay work, for the most part, in a healthy atmosphere. Some are
working longer hours than the law permits; nevertheless, the greatest
numbers are working wKLin legal limits. Although there exists a
serious manpower shortage in some Providence industries, it is safe to
assume that these industries are not taking too serious an advantage
of youths.
The next part of the question is concerned with those who work
without pay. It seems that out of the number of youths who claim they
are working without pay, five of them are working outside their homes.
Since this number is so small, little consideration will be given to
it, other than to say that it seems quite evident that with the current
labor shortage the youths of Federal Hill will not engage in any work

outside their homes unless they receive some compensation.
Table 38 shows those youths working without pay inside their
homes. It will "be noticed that fourteen boys and twenty-seven girls
of the seventh grade are working between one and three hours a day,
Table 38. Humber of Youths Working Outside Their Home Without Pay
r*uurs cdoxi * 7th : 8th : 9th : Total : Total : Total
. iiay.— j £ G : B ti S G- : B % i a 1 . B-<i &
One to two : 9 14: 7 12]. 4 0: 15 4.9« 26 7.6; 41 6.3
p;
%j J.O. V iJ < 00 1 R0 r q, in ft -
Three to four ! 0 0: 1 3: 14 9: IS 4.9: 12 3.5: 27 4.2
Pour to five j 0 0: 1 3, 2 3: 3 .9: 6 1.7: 9 1.4
"Pi *hn Qi if *J
-L v *r vKJ . i J _ . i
PTrt*nT*c on i
Saturday .
une uo two « 16 13 12 19 : 11 14 39 12.8 : 46 13.5' 85 13.2
Two to three
, 12 9 : 19 5 : 9 13 40 13.2 ! 27 7.9' 67 10.4
Three to four • 2 18 8 10 : 5 3:• 15 4.9 • 30 8.8: 45 7.0
Four to five 0 0 ' 0 4 • 3 17! 3 .9 l 21 6.1: 24 3.7
Pive to six 0 0 : 0 2 : 1 4 1 .3 6 1.7: 7 1.0
Six to seven
, 0 0 : 0 1 : 0 0 : 0 0.0 . 1 .2 : 1 .1
Hours on
Sunday
One to two
: 3 7 : 0 0 : 2 3 : 5 1.6 : 10 2.9 : 15 2.3
Two to three
: 0 ,0 : 2 4 : 2 10 : 4 1.3 : 14 4.1 : 18 2.8
Three to four
: 0 0 : 3 0 : 1 0 : 4 1.3 : 0 0.0 : 4 .6
Pour to five
: 0 0 : 0 2 : 0 0 : 0 0.0 : 2 .5 : 2 .3
Pive to six
: 0 0 : 0 0 : 0 1 : 0 0.0 : 1 .2 : 1 .1
but in the eighth and ninth grades a wider range of hours will be
noticed. In the eighth grade there are fourteen boys working at home;
twelve of them are working from one to three hours a day; one is \irork~
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ing from three to four; one, from four to five. Twelve of the eighth
grade girls are working "between one and two hours a day, whereas five
are working "between two and three hours, and six are working "between
three and five hours. In the ninth grade fourteen of the twenty-eight
hoys who are working indicate that they are working without pay from
three to four hours each school day, whereas nineteen girls are working
from two to three hours each school day. It will he seen further from
the ahove tshle that over 16 percent of the hojrs and over 23 percent
of the girls are working at home without pay each school day. Of these
numhprs, a little more than 6 percent work from one to two hours a day,
whereas more than 14 percent work from two to six hours each school
day and receive no compensation. More girls are working at home dur-
ing the week, althotigh they work ahout the same number of hours as the
hoys. Therefore, the average numher of working hours each school day
is "between two and three, which while not 'too long a period seems to
allow very little time for study and other activities.
The tahle shows that thirty hoys and forty girls of the seventh
grp.de are working at home on Saturdays. Ahout 48 percent of the girls
are working from three to four hours on Saturdays, whereas over 50 per-
cent of the hoys are working from one to two hours. In the eighth grade
thirty-nine hoys and forty-one girls are engaged in work at home on
Saturdays; 79 percent of the hoys are working from one to three hours
on Saturdays, whereas over 82 percent of the girls are working from one
to four hours without pay on Saturdays. In the ninth grade there are
fewer hoys working than in the other grades. This may he due to the

fact that more of the older hoys are already working outside for pay
on Sat\irdays and may he too tired to do work at home. About 64 per-
cent of the girls, however, work from two to five hotirs at home on
Saturdays.
The average number of work hours for hoys on Saturdays ranges
from two to three hours, whereas the average for the girls is slight-
ly higher. There are about 32 percent of the boys and 38 percent of
the girls investigated who are working at home on Saturdays without
pay. This shows, then, that about one third of the youths are work-
ing at home on Saturdays ard are receiving no compensation.
On Sundays comparatively few boys and girls work at home without
pay. In the seventh grade there is a total of ten; in the eighth grade
there is a total of eleven; in the ninth grade there is a slightly high-
er total of nineteen. In all, then, there are forty youths who are
working at home on Sundays without pay. The average number of work
hours for them is from two to three hours, although there are seven
who are working from three to six hours. It is not surprising to
find so few working on Sundays, for that is the only day of the week
these yoiiths can call their own and do some of the things they are
unable to do the other six days. It is a day of rest, and over 90
percent of the youths investigated abide by it as far as home chores
are concerned.
The next and final ohase of this question is to find out the
nature of the work these youths are doing at home without pay. Of
the five youths mentioned above who are working outside their homes
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without pay, two are running errands, one is doing odd jobs, one is
working in a neighborhood store, and one is talcing care of a neigh-
bor's baby. The data on the other youths, gathered in Table 39, re-
veal that the largest number of the seventh grade boys are engaged in
running errands and getting fuel from the cellar to the floor on which
they live. Other jobs listed by these youths are the usual domestic
chores; dusting, sweeping, and cleaning. Three boys list chopping wood
as one of their duties at home. The girls indicate that the largest
number are engaged in housework. Next to this, the girls list running
errands. Three girls claim they iron clothes. In the eighth grade
the greatest number of boys are engaged in carrying fuel from the
cellar; the next largest number chop the wood. The greatest number of
boys in the ninth grade are also helping vdth chores about the house;
most of them carry the fuel; the next largest number, seven, run errands.
The eighth and ninth grade girls list washing dishes and dusting in
that order. In the eighth grade, dusting involves the second largest
number, eight girls; whereas in the ninth grade, sweeping involves
the second largest mimber, nine girls. Throughout the three grades
there is a large distribution of work done at home; in the seventh
grade there are twenty-three different jobs; in the eighth, twenty-
seven; in the ninth, thirty.
The table further reveals that 8.9 percent of the boys are en-
gaged in carrying fuel, whereas 7.2 percent of them are engaged in
running errands. As for the girls, general housework involves the
largest number, twenty-three; twenty-one girls, the next largest

Table 39. Type of Work Done at Home Without Pay
Type of : 7th 8th 9th j Total : Total ; Total
Work ;J3.. Or : J3- G i B G : s G B-G
Sweeping j 1 5: 0 0! 4 9! 5 1.6s 14 1.1: 19 2.9
Dusting
; 3 1: 4 8: 1 12: 8 2.6; 21 6.1; 29 4.5
Washing «
around • 0 3: 0 0: 1 5: 1 .3: 8 2.3: 9 1.4
Making "beds « 0 7: 2 6: 1 7: 3 .9: 20 5.8: 23 3.5
Washing floors « 0 2: 0 6: 2 6: 2 .6: 14 4.1: 16 2.4
Washing Stairs
; 2 3; 0 3: 2 4: 4 1.3; 10 2.9' 14 2.1
Cl easing :
Breakfast Set j 0 0: 0 0 0 1: 0 0.0; 1 • 2: 1 .1
Taking care
;
Bahy \1 3: 0 1 0 1 1 .3: 5 1.4. 6 .9
General house- j
work 5 9
:
3 6 a
8' 10 3.3* 23 6.v' 33 5.1
Ironing j 0 3 j 0 5 ! 0 2 0 0.0; 10 2.9 10 1.5
Washing dishes 1 1 3 11 2 7 6 1.9 j 19 5.5j. 25 3.9
Cleaning <
Bathroom 0 0 0 2 • 0 1 0 0.0 3 .8 : 3 .4
Running
Errands
,
,8 6 5 3 | 7 2 . 22 7.2 • U 3.2 | 33 5.1
'Washing
Windows ;3 1 1 0 : 2 1 6 1.9 | 2 • : 8 1.2
Setting tahle :0 0 : 0 0 : 0 1 0 0.0 1 .2 : 1 .1
Sev/ing ;0 0 0 2 : 0 1 : 0 0.0 3 .8 : 3 .4
Getting fuel ;8 0 10 : 9 0 : 27 8.9 oa .5 . 29 4.5
Care of
Garden |o 0 0 0 I 1 0 \ 1 r-J• o • 0 0.0 \ 1 .1
Chopping wood
.3 0 6 0 : 4 0 - 13 4.2 0 u.O j 13 2.2
Odd johs ,5 1 1 0 : 6 0 • 12 3.9 ; 1 .2 : 13 2.2
Clean Carpets •I 1 : 0 0 : 1 2 : 2 : 3 .8 : 5 .7
Clean cellar :4 0 : 1 0 : 3 1 i 8 2.6 : 1 .2 : 9 1.4
Clean shop :0 0 • 3 1 : 2 0 : 5 1.6 : 1 .2 : 6 .9
Clean yard iO 0 : 2 0 : 4 1 : 6 1.9 : 1 .2 . 7 i.O
Clean car :0 0 : 1 0 : 1 0 : 2 .6 : 0 0.0 : 2 .3
Paint :0 0 : 2 0 : 1 0 : 3 • 9 ; 0 0.0 j 0 .4
Clean rugs :0 1 : 3 0 : 1 0 : 4 1.3 : 1 O• : 5 .8
?5mpty waste
"basket
: 3 0 : 0 0 : 1 0 : 4 1.3 ! 0 0.0 : 4 .6
Wash woodwork
:
0 : 0 1 : 0 0 ! 0 0.0 : 3 .8 : 3 .4
Hang curtains
: 0 0 : 0 2 : 0 1 : 0 0.0 .8 ; 0 .4
Washing clothes
: 0 2 : 0 4 : 0 1 : 0 0.0 | 7 2.0 : 7 1.0
Sweep floors
: 0 rro : 2 3 : 0 0 : 2 .6 ; 6 1.7 : 8 1.2
Polish furniture
: 4 2 : 0 1 : 0 0 : 4 1.3
r?
.8 j 7 1.0
Cleaning stove
: 0 0 : 0 1 : 0 0 ! 0 0.0 ; 1 .2 : 1 .1
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group, specifying existing. In general, running errands and doing house-
work appear most frequently as the types of vork done at home without
pay. Although many of the youths of Federal Hill are engaged in work
at home without pay, it is apparent from the data that the work in
which they are involved is general and light in nature.
Leisure Time Allotment
Armortionment of leisure time activities .— The next part of the
quest ionnaire is one which required a great amount of care on the part
of the youths investigated. The individuals vere asked to determine
the amount of time they spend each "eek on leisure time activities.
Each subject had first to determine the things he does and then to de-
termine how much time he spends on them each week. Little thought was
required to determine the length of time subjects spend on daily activi-
ties; but for activities scattered through the week, considerable time
was necessary for a careful estimate. This part of the quest ionnaire re-
quired about five to ten minutes of the subjects' time for completion.
After the subjects had listed the time they spend on each of the activi-
ties listed, they were asked to place the total after the question ask-
ing for the total time spent on leisure time activities.
The total time spent on leisure time activities gathered in
Table 40 is nil for 5.6 percent of seventh graders. The same is true
for 4.4 percent of the eighth graders and 8.5 percent of the ninth grad-
ers. Thus 7.5 percent of all the youths investigated are spending no
time on leisure time activities.
The leisure time of seventh grade boys averages between twenty-
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eight and thirty-two hours; that of the girls averages between twenty
and twenty-four hours. About 10 percent of the boys cla.im they spend
more than fifty-two hours a week, thereas there are less than 5 per-
cent of the girls who claim they spend the same amount of time.
Table 40 . Hours Spent on Leisure Time Activities Each Week
Numb er of : 7th : 8th : 9th : Total : Total : Total
Hours ! B G : B G: 3 G : B f I G $> ' B-G
none 4
•
10: 5
•
7: 10
•
12: 19 6.2: 29 8.5: 48 7.4
1 to 4 ! 0 0: 10 21: 0 14: 10 3.3: 35 10.2: 45 7.0
4 to 8 i 4 10: 23 27: 21 50: 48 15.8: 87 25.5: 135 21.1
8 to 12 : 6 12: 38 39: 49 IS: 93 30.7 69 20.4: 162 25.3
12 to 16 : 8 11: 19 12: 5 1: 32 10.6 24 7.2. i 56 8.8
16 to 20 :! 6 10: 5 • 10 2: 21 7.0 : 17 5.1, , 38 6.0
20 to 24 ; 5 10: 1 3: 1 3: 7 2.2 ! 16 4.7 : 23 3.6
24 to 28 :14 8: 0 0: 2 2: 16 5.2 10 3.1 : 26 3.9
28 to 32 : 6 7: 4 3: 4 3: 14 5.2 : 13 3.9 : 27 4.1
32 to 36 :18 6: 0 0: 2 2: 20 6.6 : 8 2.5 : 28 4.2
36 to 40 : 5 6: 0 It 0 0: 5 1.6 : 7 2.2 : 12 1.7
40 to 44 : 8 4: 0 0: 1 0: 9 2.9 : 4 1.3 : 13 1.9
44 to 48 : 4 6: 0 0: 0 0: 4 1.3 : 6 1.9 : 10 1.4
48 to 52 : 4 6: 0 0: 0 0: 4 1.3 : 6 1.9 : 10 1.4
more than 52,,10 5:
*
•
0 0:
•
0 0:
*
10 3.3 : 5 1.6 ! 15 2.3
In the eigth grade the average time for both boys and girls is betv«?en
eight and twelve hours a week. There are no boys in this grade who
spend more than thirty-two hours, and there is only one girl who is
spending more than thirty-two hours. It seems that the majority of
the boys in the eighth grade are spending between four and twelve hours
each week on leisure time activities. In the ninth grade the average
time spent by boys is also .between eight and twelve hours a week, where-
as the average time sr>ent by girls drops to bsWeen four and eight hours.
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There are only three "boys spending more than thirty-two hours each week,
"but there is not one spending more than forty-four hours. There are two
girls spending more than thirty-two hours, "but there is not one girl
spending more than forty hours a week.
To sum up these data, the table reveals that the average time for
"both girls and "boys investigated is between eight to twelve hours a
week, that the greatest number of youths pre spending from eight to
twelve hours. This average allows each youth about two hours a day.
This means that many are not spending any time on leisure on some days
during the week but spend a normal amount on Saturdays and Sundays.
In order to discover how these youths are spending their leisure,
the next direction is for them to estimate the number of hours spent
each week on the different items listed. The results, gathered in
Table 41, show that 100 percent of the youths listen to the radio on
an average of one to four hours a week. Almost as many listen to the
radio from four to eight hours each week. ITo yotith, however, seems to
listen to the radio more than eight hovirs a week. In the seventh grade
there are 27.6 percent of the pupils who listen to the radio less than
one hour a week, whereas in the ninth grade the number of all the youths
investigated drops to 18 percent.
The next leisure time activity in which a great number of youths
are engaged is reading. The average time here is also from one to four
hou.rs a week. The number reading less than one hour a week decreases
from the seventh to the ninth grade, whereas the number reading from one
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Table 41. Length of Time Spent on Leisure Time Activities Each Week
Activity and : 7th : 8th : 9th : Total : Total ; Total
T
To.of hours :B Gr : B m£ : B G : B i : Or : B-G- 7> ,.
Listening to
Radio
15 Min.to 1 ;35 24 : 16 38 : 16 20 l 67 22.1 : 82 24.3 : 149 22.1
1 hr.15 min.
to 4 ;50 80 : 74 70 5 65 72 :189 62.6 5 222 66.2 ! 411 63.0
4 hr.15 min
to 8 114 10 : 19 9 ! 13 13 : 46 15.3 : 32 9.5 ; 78 14.9
Attending
movies
1 hr. 15 min.
to 4 :40 50 : 57 56 : 65 70 :162 53.4 : 176 51.7S 338 53.8
4 hrs.15 min
to 8 :38 32 : 35 39 : 26 28 : 99 32.6 : 99 29.1 : iyo 30.8
More than 8 i 9 21 T A! 14 15 ! 8 3 : 51 9.5 [ 6)3 11.4 : 70 10.9
Reading
15 min.to 1 :20 35 21 18;. 15 8 : 56 18.4 ', 61 14.9;! 117 18.2
1 hr.15 min. :31 37 . 50 56 32 63 •113 37.2 : 156 45.8 : 269 41.9
to 4 !
4 hrs.15 min.
*
2 0 2 6 9 16 13 4.2 22 6.4 : 35 5.4
to 8
more than 8 0 0 ! 2 4 4 3 6 1.9 7 2.0:. 13 2.0
Attending
Church
15 min.to 1 50 62, 55 59' 45 63 .150 49.5 184 54.0:! 334 52.1
1 hr.15 min.,
to 4 i 17 19! 10 14: 3 2: 30 9.9: 35 10.2: 65 10.1
Housework :
15 min.to 1 : 36 32 39 38: 49 40 '124 40.4: 110 0<d. O 234 36.5
1 hr. 15 min.
to 4 : 13 10 10 27 9 31, 32 10.5 68 19.9: 100 15.6
4- hrs.15 min.
to 8 : 3 14 0 2 . 2 7 ! 5 1.6: 23 6.7: 28 4.3
Federal Hill
House
1 hr.15 min. 2 3 9 10, 1 1 . 12 3.9, 14 4.1: 26 4.0
to 4
4 hrs.15 min.
:
0 0: o 0: 0 2: ! 2 .6: 2 .5: 4 .6
to 8 !

Table 41 (continued)
Activity and i 7th 8th : 9th : Total : Total Total
No. of hours :
I
B G B &:: B B G
. ft B-G
VV U TK- X Ilg a. U I
Jt»
c*'3 r •
l nr.iu mm. ! 10 2 :16 10 1 33 10: 59 19.4: 22 6.4 . 81 12.6
4 hrs.15 min.
:
12 0 :17 4 14 4 43 14.1. 8 2.3 :1 51 7.9
TO O !
wore tnan o ; 10 0 :4 0 : 12 0! 26 8.5- 0 0.0 . 26 4.0
Study school :
lessons :
15 min.to 1 ! 9 3 : 0 0 : 3 0: 12 3.9: 3 .8 : 15 2.3
X JTi 111 XII. < 3 13 : 25 24 33 26 61 20.1" 63 18.5 : 124 19.3
tO 4
4 hrs. 15 ciin
5
0 0 : 4 9 ; , 3 10; 7 O •!« 19 2.6 : 16 3.5
4. _ o «tOo J
more than 8 : n > £ eD J. • j < B x. m < XX 1 7X. f
Attend club \
meeting .
ID EilH.tO 1 ! 5 8 : 7 10 11 9 23 7.5 27 7.9 : : 50 7.8
1 hr.!5 min. ; 20 6 :28 20 8 20 56 18.4 46 13.5 •:102 15.9
tO 4 !
4 hrs.15 min. p p *i nu . u p > D X . 57 x . J. x . P
to 8 i
naiiging aruu.uu. «
i nr.ic mm. : 16 19 :28 14 8 9 52 17.1: 42 12.3 : 94 14.6
to 4 i
4 nrs.JLD mm.; 14 11 :(15 7 : 1 0 30 9.9 18 5.2 : 48 7.4
tO 0 !
more than 8 0 0 > 0> i> 2 . 0 0 2 .6 , 2 .5 : 4 .6
With gang !
x rir.xc mm. < 11 8
» 16 14 as 10 :40 13.2 : 32 9.4 : 72 11.2
4- /-» Ato 4
4 hrs.15 min. 1 1 : 7 6 2 5 10 3.3 12 3.5 : 22 3.4
to 8
more than 8 !! 3 0 : 8 4 ! 1 1 1:12 3.9 ,: 5 1.4 i ! 17 2.6
Attending Sun-
day School
15 min. to 1 : 13 15 : 17 19 :10 6 :40 13.2 : 40 11.7 :: 80 12.4
1 hr.15 min.
;
,
2 0 : 0 3 : 1 4 : 3 .9 : 7 2.0 : 10 1.5
to 4 !
> •

Tat>le 41 (Continued)
Activity
Ho. of hours
: 7th
: B
I 8th
: B G
; 9th
: B G
: Total
: B i
: Total
: G i
5 Total
: B-G i
Skating
15 min. to 1 :12 10 : 0 0 : 0 0 : 12 3.9 : 10 2.9 1 22 3.4
1 hr.15 min. i 1 7 •in • P X *x • xo 4 P • 4D• *±w H 7XX » f R3 0 . c-
to 4
4 hr<;.15 min. : 0 0 :2 4 : 0 2 : 2 .6 : 6 1.7 : 8 1.2
to 8
In Library
1 hr.15 min.
to 4 : 6 8 po • R• IS X i7 pi• ox • 47• rr f x 0 . 0
4 hrs.15 min
to 8 jt 0 0 ! ; 2 2 ; 0 3 i 2 .6 5 5 1.4! ! 7 1.0
Sho-oping for
home
1 hr.15 min. : 4 5 : 12 15 510 16 : 26 8.5 : 36 10.5 ! 62 9.6
to 4
4 hrs. 15 min : 0 0 0 3 : 0 2 : 0 0.0 : 5 1.4 ! 5 .7
to 8
Bicycle riding
,
1 hr.15 min. : 3 0 1 6 5 - • 7 p;«j P6 ft R P q. "3 P.on ^ R
to 4
*
4 hrs.15 min.
:
1 4 3 5 . 1 3 . 5 1.6 :12 3.5! 17 2.6
to 8 :
more than 8 : 1 1 ; 0 1 1 2 .5 5 1.4; 7 1.0
Alone :
15 min. to 1 :15 8 : 5 6 : ! 4 3 :, 24 7.9 i ! 17 4.9; 41 6.3
1 hr.15 min. \ 0 2 : *3 < X . ft, «.) .
»
to 4 :
Travel "by :
automobile : * <
1 hr.15 min.
.
0 0 . 12 10
j
7 4 , 19 6.2 14 4.1 ! 33 5.1
to 4
:
4 hrs. 15 min.
j
0 0
j
4 3
j
1 3 . 5 1.6 6 1.7 i 11 1.7
to 8
,
more than 8 j 0 o
:
i 0 o : 0 i : 0 0.0 : 1 .2 : 1 .1
Handwork •
1 hr. 15 min.; 0 2
j
7 10 '. 9 12! 16 '5.2
'
24 7.0 i 40 6.2
to 4
j
4 hrs.15 min. 0 0
;
2 0
;
0 0
j
2 .6
j
0 0.0 ! 2 .3
to 8 j
7
Table 41. (Continued)
Activity and ! rth : 8th : 9th • Total : Total : Total
ilo.of hours ;B G-
;
:
B Gr
;
B Gr
|;
b
;
g-
. P„ . ,i B-G
.uancing ;
15 min. to 1 : 2 0 : 0 0 : 0 0 : 2 .6 : 0 0.0 : 2 .3
1 nr. 15 rain. : 8 12 :19 18 '.48 61 75 24.7 : 91 26.7 :166 25.8
to 4
4 hrs.15 min. : 2 2 : U 0 : 3 7 : 5 1.6 : 9 2.6 : 14 2.1
to 8
Attending
canteen :
16 min. to 1 hr , 1 y 7 4 2 3 10 3.3 : 16 4.7 : 26 4.0
1 hr.15 min. 1 2 0 • 0 0 ! 2 .6 : 1 .2 : 3 .4
to 8
Study Musical t
Instrument
io itim.oo i nr <xo 1 0 0 : 0 0 3 .9 : 1 .2 : 4 .6
1 hr.15 min. 1 0 9 0 . U U 1U o. o > i n; iu 1. D
to 4
4 hrs.15 min. 0 0 4 0 0 0 : 4 1.3 : 0 0.0 : 4 .6
to 8
more than 8 . 0 0 1 0 0 0 1 .3 0 0.0 : 1 .1
Hiking
1 hr.15 min. ; 0 0 cD nO 4 1 3 7 2.3 . 6 1.7 : 13 2.0
to 4
Study Voice s ; ;
15 min. to 1 . U 1 0 0 0 0 • 0 0.0 : 1 .2 : 1 .1
1 hr.lo min. ! 0 0 • 3 6 n • o q • p. 1 A
to 4 ;
4 hrs.15 min.
. 0 0 •, 1 1 : 0 0 ! 1 .3 .. 1 .2'! 2 • o
: j
lypmg
1 hr.15 min. t 0 0 ! 4 2 : 0 2 4 .3 . 4 1.1 : 8 1.2
I/O *fc > •
Playing hockey 1 0 0 0 3 0 , 4 1.3 : 0 0.0 4 .6
1 hr.15 min.
to 4
4 hrs.15 min ! 0 0 J 1 0 0 0 ! 1 .3 : 0 0.0' 1 .1
to 8
(
Table 41. (Concluded)
Activity and : 7th 8 th 9th Total Total Total
ITo.of hrs. : B G : B G !I 3 G : B %
'
:G $ : B-G i
ITight School
1 hr.15 min. : 0 0 : 2 0 ; 0 C : 2 .6 ' 0 0.0 \ 2 .3
to 4
to four hours a week increases considerably from the seventh to the
ninth grade.
The next activity showing a large number is going to the movies.
From the data gathered it is discovered that fifteen boys artd thirteen
girls did not check the item. From the table, however, it will be
observed that 10.2 percent of the boys and 11.6 percent of the girls
are attending the movies more than eight hours a week. This, of course,
means more than twice a week, for most performances average three hours.
From the seventh to the ninth grade there is an increase in the number
of those attending one to four hoxirs a week, v,h?reas there is a de-
crease, from the seventh to the ninth grade, of those 1 attending from
four to eight hotirs. Apparently as youths become older, although they
may still attend the movies regularly, they attend less frequently.
As for reading, which is next in order, there ir again an increase
in number from the seventh to the ninth grade of those who claim they
are reading from four to eight hours a week. About 2 percent are read-
ing more than eight hours a week. The statistics show that girls are
more avid readers than boys. There are 61.7 percent of the boys and
69.1 percent of the girls, or a total of 67.5 percent of all youths
investigated, who a.re spending some time on reading during their leisure

tine. Although the number of hours of reading is not too high, it is
good to see that such a large numher of youths are spending some time
at least on reading during their leisure, for this hahit if developed
now will he carried over into adulthood.
The next activity which shows a high figure is attendance at church.
The greatest numher spend from fifteen minutes to one hour, and ahout
10.1 percent are spending "between one and four hoTirs a week in church.
Ho one is spending more than four hours. The seventh grade youths re-
port the greatest attendance at church, 64 percent. In the ninth grade
56 percent of the youths are spending some time at church. Perhaps if
this survey were taken during a season during which a special service,
such as a Mission, is "being held, attendance reports would he higher.
Indications are, however, that youths are not attending church as regu-
larly as they should. Approximately 59.4 percent of the hoys and 64.?
percent of the girls investigated claim they are spending some time at
church each week. This means that 62,2 percent of all the youths are
attending church soiae time during the week. Since this figure repre-
sents less than two-thirds of the total investigated, it would suggest
that parents are not encouraging and urging their children to attend
church more regularly.
"Visual enjoyment and mental relaxation seem to top the list of
leisure time activities in which the greatest numher of youths are en-
gaged. The next activity, involving chores ahout the house, does not
afford the same pleasure to t" ese youths as the first four which have
"been mentioned, for housework ranks fifth in leisure time rrtivities.
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The table reveals that 161 or 53.3 percent of the "boys and 201 or 59.8
percent of the girls are engaged in spending a certain amount of time on
housework during their leisure. Earlier, under the section of work ex-
perience, the types of housework these youths claiai they are performing
have "been described. The table shows that 36.5 percent of the youths are
spending from fifteen minutes to one nour a week at housework; 4.3 percent
of them are spending more than eight hours a week; the remaining 15.6
percent are spending between one and four hours a week. Apparently, then,
the youths investigated are not too heavily burdened with housework dur-
ing their leisure.
The next four activities which follow are working for pay, with
24.5 percent participating; studying school lessons, 26.8 percent;
attending club meetings, 25.2 percent; and "hanging around", 22.4 per-
cent. "Hanging around" is claimed by more eighth grade youths than the
other two grades combined, with the boys in the majority. Only four claim
they are "hanging around" more than eight hours a week. Working for pay
has already been discussed under vrork experiences. Time spent, on study-
ing school lessons averages about one to four hours a week for both sexes,
with only eleven studying more than eight hours a week. Similarly,
attendance at club meetings averages between one and four hours, with ten
youths attending between four and eight hours, and none attending more
than eight hours.
The next activity holding some importance during leisure time is
spending time with the gang. The poll indicates that 17.2 percent of
the youths are doing it, and of this number there are three more boys
than girls. This, of course, is a small number. Seventeen youths of
t(
those investigated are spending more than eight hours, with the majority
spending "between one and four hours a week.
Attendance at Sunday School and skating seem to hold next rank.
There is a decidedly small number of youths, and about the same number
in both sexes, attending Sunday School. About 12.4 percent »f them at-
tend one hour a week, and only 1,5 percent attend more than one hour.
Skating is checked by 12.8 percent of those investigated, with the girls
predominantly engaged in the activity. So one is spending more than
eight hours a week skating.
Althotigh many youths own library cards and many claim they read,
it is quite apparent from the statistics that very little of the read-
ing is being done in the library, for only 11.6 percent of those in-
vestigated claim they snend any time in the library. Seven of the youths
spend between four and eight hours a week in the library, whereas the
others spend between one and four hours. This is to be expected because
the school library is open only one hour each day after school. Since
reading is one of the activities to which a large number of youths are
engaged, a splendid way to reach all youths, then, would seem to be to
provide better opportunities for reading in the school library after
school hours. In addition to the librarian, a counsellor should be on
duty to help and direct youths toward good books. Libraries within the
district should remain open every evening until 9:00 P. M.
The table discloses other activities which are p\irsued by a small
number of youths. Because of a gasoline shortage, it is no wonder that
only 6.9 percent of the youths investigated have a.ny opportunity to
< •
travel "by automobile during their leisure time. Attendance at night
school is claimed not surprisingly "by only two eighth "boys.
To sum up, these youths are spending time on some activities dur-
ing their leisure. It is apparent they are engaged in activities offer-
ing relaxation and mental pleasure rather than those offering cultural
improvement. Activities requiring physical exercise, such as "bicycle rid-
ing and playing hockey, do not attract a great number of youths. Music
lessons, dancing lessons, and voice training also attract only a few*
Because all typewriters in the junior high schools have "been loaned to
the government and no typing is "being taught in the junior high schools
today, it is not surprising that so few are spending any time on it dur-
ing their leisure.
The Canteen, a junior organization, has not attracted too na.ny
youths; only 4.4 percent of the youths surveyed attend it. In conclu-
sion, it is safe to say that although there are some youths who are using
their leisure time, the majority are not using their leisure time in the
most constructive ways.
Allowance
Junior high school youths rec^ivin^ sub stantial allowance .
—
In order to discover whether the youths investigated are receiving any
allowance and if so, how much, the next question is asked. The data
gathered in Table 4~ reveal, that 59,6 percent of the seventh grade hoys
and 44.7 percent of the girls investigated are receiving a weekly
allowance, averaging ahont one dollar a week. No boy is receiving more
than two dollars and twenty-five cents a week; no girl is receiving more
t
than two dollars a week. On the other end of the scale, no subject re-
ceiving an allowance is getting less than fifty cents a week. In the
eighth grade the average weekly allowance is about one dollar and
fifty cents; 68.4 percent of the eighth grade girls claim they receive
Table 42. Number of Youths Receiving Allowance
1 7th 8th :, 9th !• Total ! Total ! Total
:B a n.y • TP. n. • "R %
.j?
t2_
Yes :: 59 51 75 R1ox 77f f POP fifi ft- * 209 F,P 4 • 41
1
£4 ft
So 37 63 , CO ?4 M • ftp. '114.lilt 33 ft • PO? 31 8
No answer j! 3 0 ! 7 Po O a n i a o » o 3 6
Amount of :
Allowance :
$ .25 j 0 0 . 0 3 0 0 0 0.0 3 .8 3 .4
.50 : 6 3 12 11. 0 12 : 18 5.9 26 7.6 : 44 6.8
.75 9 12 ! 7 2 . 4 7 : 20 6.6 : 21 6.1 : 41 6.3
1.00 23 20 6 9 : 21 6 ! 60 19.8 35 10.2 : 95 14.8
1.25 1 8 10 :11 8 . 2 5 • 21 6.9 , 23 6.7 : 44 6.8
1.50 ; 4 5 : 5 7 : 4 0 : 13 4.2 ! 12 3.5 ; 25 3.9
1.75 , 3 0 : 8 17 : 6 12 : 17 5.6 29 7.5 : 46 7.1
2.00 . 2 1 : 9 5 : 8 18 : 19 6.2 : 24 7.0 : 43 6.7
2.25 : 4 0 ; 5 4 : 7 3 : 16 5.2 • 7 2.0 : 23 3.5
2.50 0 0 3 6
.
5 8 : 8 2.6 14 4.1!1 22 3.4
2.75 i 0 0 , 2 2 6 0 8 2.6 2 10 1.5
3.00 : 0 0 3 1 2 0 . 5 1.6 1 .2 6 .9
3.25 ; 0 0 1 1 0 0 : 1 .3 1 .2 . o .3
3.50 ! 0 0 2 0 : 1 0 : 3 .9 0 0.0' 3 .4
More than
$3.50 ' : 0 0 1 0 : 2 1 : 3 .9 1 .2 . 4 .6
a regular allowance. Only three girls claim they are receiving less than
fifty cents a week; eleven boys claim more than two dollars and twenty-
five cents a week; one Doy claims more than three dollars and fifty cents
a week.
In the ninth grade the average weekly allowance rises to one
dollar and seventy-five cents a week, and 58.6 percent of the boys and
(I
t
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68.5 percent of the girls receive weekly allowances. Two "boys and one
girl are claiming over three dollars and fifty cents a week, ITo ninth-
grader is claiming less than fifty cents a week.
The over-all picture, then, reveals that the average weekly allow-
ance of the 411 youths is approximately one dollar and twent; r-five cents
a week. Twenty-two youths di'i not answer the item, a fact which may
indicate they receive no regular allowance. There is, however, no indica-
tion that 35.6 percent of the youths surveyed are receiving any regular
weekly allowance. The average allowance would perhaps "be much less if
these were normal times. But because of high wages and because some of
the youths are earning money, it has become possible to give the youths
more and regular allowances. Some of these youths will perhaps find it
difficult to adjust themselves to smaller allowances when the present
world conflict is over and wages are cut back to pre-war levels.

CHAPTER VI
ACTIVITIES 0? A R3CR2ATI0EAL 1TATI7RE
Movies
Movies attract the majority of .junior high school youtns.— The
fourth and final section of the survey deals with movies, hobbies,
radio programs, and a general picture of helpful and harmful influences
in the neighborhood. Since this svirvey was conducted in the spring, to
the above is added a nicture of the activities performed last summer.
Vfoether pupils would like to attend their own school at night if it were
open will also be considered in this chapter. It will be the purpose of
this chapter, then, to survey specific activities and interests which
have not been consid°red under leisure time allotments. Although the
number of youths attending movies and listening to the raxlio has now
been ascertained, it is not known when and how often youths attend
movies, nor to what types of radio programs the youths investigated are
listening.
The first direction is in regard to movies: "Check how often you
attend the movies each week." According to the data, as stated before,
thirty-two youths claim they do not attend the movies each week. In the
seventh grade there are fifty-five boys and sixty girls who attend movies
once a week, whereas about one-third of the boys and about one-fourth of
the giris attend twice a week. Only 13,1 percent of them attend three
times a week. It seems that attendance at movies is generally in the
evenings and on Sundays. Only 15,8 percent of the seventh graders claim
- 97 -
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they attend movies in the afternoons, whereas 41,7 percent of them
claim they attend in the evenings. Only five girls claim they attend
Tahle 43. Extent to Which Youths Attend Movies
Ho. of {I 7th : 8th ! 9th :{ Total !: Total t Total
Times : 1 G .:B G : B G : ! B ^ .: G * < : B-G #
ITever [ 2 8 : 6 7 : 5 A : 13 4.4 : 19 5.6 ; 32 4.8
Once ;55 60 :61 59 :57 63.:17* 57.2 :18^ 54.5 :355 56.3
Twice : 32 28 .29 37 :22 31 : 83 27.3 96 28. 3«:179 27.8
Three times :10 18 13 14 .10 7 . 33 10.9 . 39 11.6 ; 72 11.1
Table 44. Occasion On Which Youths Attend Movies
Occasion 7th :, 8th •: 9th :: Total !. Total !; Total .
! B G • B Gr : B G
;
B $ & : B-G
Afternoon ! 16 20 :19 23 . 8 7 : 43 14.1 50 14.7 : 93 14.5
Evening : 46 44 •35 29 :47 35 :128 42.2 :108 31.7 : 236 36.8
Saturday : 12 14 :21 30 • 5 14 i 38 12.5 : 58 17.0 ; 96 14.9
Sunday : 48 28 81 64 :59 48 .188 6.2 140 41.1 : 328 51.1
Holidays : 13 25 '12 15 4 18 : 29 9.5 : 58 17.0 : 87 13.5
When they
have money : 0 5 : 0 8 : 0 0 : 0 0.0 : 13 3.8 : 13 2.0
When invited : 0 0 : 2 6 . 0 12 : 2 .6 : 18 5.2 : 20 3.1
Actor and act-
ress influence ; 20 22 ! 0 0 ;18 12 ; 38 12.5 ; 34 9.9 : 72 11.2
movies when they have money, hut no one checked attending vrhen invited.
There are forty-two or 19.7 percent of the seventh grade youths who claim
thev attend movies to see a favorite actor. In the eighth grade twenty-
seven or 11.9 percent of the youths attend three times a week. This
means that over fifty percent of the eighth graders attend at least once
a week. Th« -greatest number of them also attend in the evenings and on
Sundays. More eighth graders than seventh graders, however, attend movies
f
on Saturdays* Sight of the girls claim they attend only when they have
the money, and no "boys checked the iten. Perhaps because more eighth
and ninth graders work: and are otherwise engaged from Mondays through
Saturdays, a greater -oercentage of them attend movies on Sundays. One
sees from the poll that two hoys and six girls in the eighth grade attend
when invited and that no one goes to see a favorite net or.
In the ninth grade 60. S percent of the yoiiths investigated attend
movie? once a week; only 8.8 percent attend three times a week; about
30 percent attend twice a week. Twenty youths attend on holidays, and
twelve girls attend when invited.
The over-all picture shows that the youths attend movies regular-
ly. With movie houses within the reach of all, and with pictures which
must be approved by a rigid Ehode Island board of censors, the youths
are seeing the best products of the movie industry.
The survey follows with a question to discover the types of movies
the youths enjoy. Table 44 indicates seventh grade boys like comedies
best snd "war" movies next. Fane of the seventh grade boys check "teen
ages" and only one claims he enjoys "romantic" movies. Mysteries, musi-
cals, and westerns are checked by over 30 percent. News shorts holcl
small interest for most of these boys, for less than 8 percent check the
item. The seventh grade girls claim musicals as their favorites With
mysteries holding second placp. News shorts, "aviation", "adventure",
"gangster", and "wild Weet N movies hold very little interest. A total
of nine girls check these types. Less than 25 percent of the seventh
grade girls claim they like "war" movies. Comedies and animated
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cartoons also hold a minor interest for these youths.
Tahle 45. Type of Movies Liked Best
; 7th
: 3 &
•
• 3th
3 &
i 9th ;
B G
: Total : Total
; B " i : G *
! Total
; B-G i
Com pr! ip«
: 45 12 48 56 . 63 49 : 156 51.4:117 3.8 : 273 80.2
_A.ri Tin? t of?
. 21 19 56 38 56 47 : 133 43.8:104 3.4 : 237 69.6
• •
Nev.'s : a 2 14 1 ! 14 8 . 35 11.8: 11 .3 . 47 13.8
Musical : 30 59 • 28 65 : 17 38 ; 75 24.7:162 5.3 : 237 69.6
Adventure j 12 2 42 28 : 39 14 . 93 30.6: 44 1.4 : 137
Gangster : 18 1 • 46 41 : 53 35 : 117 38.6: 77 2.5 : 194 57.0
Historical : 6 6 • 23 7 : 0 0 . 29 9.5: 13 .4 : 42 12.3
War ; 42 24 • 49 23 : 50 18 : 141 45.5: 65 2.1 : 206 60.
5
Wild West . 30 2 25 29 : 46 25 : 101 33.3: 56 1.8 ; 157 46.1
?.omantic : 1 18 • 7 47 . 8 39 . 16 .5:104 3.4 : 120 35.2
Aviation : 25 2 43 9 : 40 5 : 108 35.6: 16 .5 : 124 36.4
Mystery , 39 5 52 60 : 46 41 : 137 45.2:106 3.4 : 243 71.4
Murder - i, 6 7 • 49 55 33 52 : 38 29.0:114 3.7:: 202 59.3
Teen ages i, 0 19 • 20 53. 16 29 . 36 11.8:101 137 40.2
Animated cartoons rank first among eighth grade hoy 3 and mysteries
hoia second place, "War", "murder", movies, and comedies are the next
choices in \;hat order. 'Sonantic" movies seem to he least popular among
these coys. "Gangster" movies also hold a major interest; news shorts
hold a minor interest. The eighth grade girls, on the other hand, as
the seventh grade girls, select musicals as their first choice and myster-
ies as their second. Comedies, "murder", and "teen age" movies rank
next in that order; "historical" and "aviation" movies hold minor interest;
news shorts hold least interest.
The tahle reveals that in the ninth grade 67.2 percent of the
"boys like comedies "best; animated cart ons are given second place.
0
No ninth, grader checks "historical" movies, and "romantic" movies hold
the least interest. "Gangster" and "war" pictures hold third and fourth
places respectively for the boys; westerns and mysteries hold sixth
place. News shorts and musicals attract few, for less than 20 percent
of the hoys check them. Seventh grade girls select murder mysteries as
their first choice, with comedies and animated cartoons ranking second
and third respectively. "Aviation" pictures and news shorts hold least
interest for these youths, whereas mysteries and "romantic" pictures
hold very high interest.
To sum up, there is a growing tendency, perhaps because of the war,
for youths to turn to movies exploiting action, suspense, and killing.
For escape the youths are also turning to comedies and animated cartoons.
Musicals and "romantic" movies, as would be expected, appeal more to the
girls, as pictures about aviation and adventure aopeal more to the boys.
"Teen age" movies are enjoyed by mors girls than boys; pictures relating
to history seem to held very little interest for either. It is rather
surprising to find so small an interest in news' shorts; but since so
many newsreels are concerned with adults, perhaps one should expect a
small interest among youths. There is a varied interest in various
types of movies, for many youths checked more than one type.
Eadios
All youths enjoy radio programs .— The next question seeks to
ascertain how many of the subjects have radios at home. Table 46 shows
that all but five youths claim radios. Since radios have become more of
a necessity than a luxury, it is, of coiirse, not too surprising to find
*
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that about 99 percent of the youths Jmve radios.
Table 46. Number of Youths Having Eadios.
; ?th 5 8th I 9 th : Total ; Total 1 Total
!
B G
, ; B & i i B Gf : B i ! G i :, B-Cr &
Yes ;97 114 i.109 117. 92 104 . 298 99.5 . 335 99.0:.633 99.2
No ! 2 0
, ,
0 0;, 2 1.i 4 1.5.: 1 .9.. 5 .6
The next question inquires about the types of programs the youths
like best. The answers obtained in Table 47 reveal that seventh grade
boys like comedy programs best of all; over 72 percent select them as
their first choice. Stories are selected as second choice and mystery
programs rank third. Speeches hold the lease interest for the seventh
i
Table 47. Type of Radio Programs Liked Best.
7th 6th 9 th : Total . Total . Total
Type IB G B G . B G : B G > - . B-G f>
Oomedy ;: 72 36 '84 89 :87 56:243 80.1 '183 53.8 : 426 66.4
Mystery 1 66 84 .75 89 183 76:224 73.9 :251 73.7 : 475 74.1
Dance music
| 12 66 :4C 56 tl7 63: 69 22.7 :X86 54.3 : 254 39.6
Classical music 20 27 :19 8 ! 6 32: 45 14.8 : 67 19.5 : 112 17.4
News
| 45 59 :81 41 :42 17:168 55.4 :117 34.3 : 285 44.4
Children's • •
•
programs • 19 63 ; 28 42 : 19 5: 66 21.7. 110 32.3: 176 27.4
Adult's
•
programs
,; 17 28 ).33 51 !,47 53: 97 32.0..137 40.7! 234 36.6
Stories
j 70 92 j 73 93 8 85:151 49.8, 270 79.3: 421 65.6
Speeches
,.
3 9 ) 4 1 . 3 2: 10 3.3, 12 3.5; 22 3.4
Singers
j 38 83 . 80 95 ,62 81:180 59.4: 259 75.1: 439 63.4
Variety < 13 72 ; 87 96 , 69 73: 169 55.7; 241 70.8; 410 63.9
No type •
•
•
•
grade boys, aiid variety and dance music programs also hold minor inter-
I
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est; 77 percent of the girls of the seventh grade select stories as
their favorite type; mystery programs and singers vie for second
choice. Speeches again claim the least number of listeners; in fact,
speeches and classical music are least enjoyed by all grades. Comedy
programs are not enjoyed so much by seventh grade girls as by the boys.
In the eighth grade both sexes select variety programs as their
favorite type; the boys, however, select comedy programs as second
choice, whereas the girls select singers. News broadcasts hold fourth
place for eighth grade "boys, whereas less than 45 percent of the girls
claim they like that type of program.
In the ninth grade the poll shows that boys like comedy programs
best, with mystery and variety programs running second and third re-
spectively. The girls select stories as their favorite and singers
as their second choice. They seem to show a greater interest in
classical music than all the other youths investigated. Children's
programs attract few.
The boys 1 predominate interests lie in comedians and stories,
whereas the girls enjoy stories and singers. lTo one checked the "no
type" item, a fact which shows that every one enjoys some type of
radio program. The majority of youths check three and four types,
whereas very few check only one type. This fact indicates that very
few distinguish the type they enjoy most.
Having learned the types of radio programs the youths like, it
would seem relevant to discover the particular program which most
of the youths like. 90 percent name one program; 10 percent name
et
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Table 48. Name of Radio Program Liked Best.
I 7th 8 th 5 3th ! Total : Total : Total
xJame
: B G : B & i B & l 3 i : G i 5 B-G $
Jack Benny .12 6 ;5 1 ; 2 2 . 19 6.2 ! 9 2.6 ! 28 4.3
Long Range
r
; 1 2 ,3 0 : 1 0 : 15 1.6 : 2 • : 7 1.0
Lady Esther I 0 3 ; 0 4 : 0 5 ! 0 0.0 ;12 3.5 ; 12 1.8
Hit Parade : 0 3 .1 2 ! 1 3 , : 2 • 6 : 8 2.3 : 10 1.5
Roy Rogers : 0 2 ,1 0 ; 2 0 : 3 .9 .5 : 5 .7
Charlie : 3 1 ! 2 1 : 6 1 ; 11 3.6 : 3 .8 : 14 2.1
McCarthy •
Ririso : 0 1 :0 2 ! 0 3 : 0 0.0 : 6 1.7 : 6 .9
A Late with ; 0 4 ;0 : 0 5 : 0 0.0 :12 3.5 : 12 1.8
Judy
Screen Guild : 0 1 . 2 1 ! 2 2 ; 4 1.3 : 4 1.1 ! 8 1.2
P layers
Tom Mix : 1 2 : 0 0 : 1 0 2 .5 2 .5 : 4 .6
Jimmy Durante : 2 3 3 1 : 4 1 : 9 2.9 1.4 : 14 2.1
Henry Aldrich I 2 1 j3 2 : 4 1 : 9 2.9 \ 4 1.1 : 13 2.0
Fanny Brice : 0 1 ,0 1 : 1 3 : 1 .3 : 5 1.4 : 6 .9
Gang Busters : 0 C :2 0 : 3 0 : 5 1.6 : 0 0.0 : 5 .7
Lum and Abner : 0 0 :0 0 : 2 0 i 2 .6 : 0 0.0 : 2 .3
Frankie Carle : 0 2 : :0 5 : 1 5 : 1 .3 :12 3.5 ! 13 2.0
Life of Reilly i 0 0 :1 0 : 1 0 i ^ .6 : 0 0.0 : 2 .3
Crime Doctor : 3 0 :3 5 : 1 2 : 7 2.3 ! 7 2.0 : 14 2.1
Big Tom
:
1 0 : 1 0 : 1 0 : 3 .9 : 0 0.0 J 3 .4
Trial by Jury ! 0 2 ; 0 0 : 1 0 : 1 .3 : 2 .5 ! 3 .4
District : 1 0 : 1 0 : 2 1 : 4 1.3 : 1 .2 : 5 .7
Attorney
Radio Theatre ! o 2 :1 0 : 0 3 : 1 .3 : 5 1.4 : 6 .9
fyliz Kids I 0 1 ;2 3 : 0 1
!
2 .6 i 5 1.4 : 7 1.0
Sherlock Holmes 5 1 0 :3 0 : 1 2 i 5 1.6 ! 2 .5 ; 7 1.0
Boh Burns ! 8 0 ! c 1 : 3 0 ! 13 4.2 : 1 .2 14 2.1
Spotlight Band : 0 2 1 0 : 1 3 ' 2 .6 : 5 1.4 ,1 7 1.0
Counter Spy . ] 0 :2 0 : 2 4 : 5 1.6 : 4 1.1 ! 9 1.4
Myst ery : 0 0 .0 0 : 0 0 : 0 0.0 : 1 .2 : 1 .1
Theatre
Frank Morgan 0 0 :1 0 : 1 2 o .6 • 2 .5 : 4 .6
Bob Hope ;[20 6 i;9 0 i 8 0 .! 37 12.2 , 6 1.7 ; 43 6.7
Can You Top ; 8 0 sS 0 ; 2 0 , 12 3.9 : 0 0.0 :; 12 1.8
This
Lux ! 7 9 ,5 8 ! 4 3 1 : 16 5.2 ; 20 5.8 ! ! 36 5.6
Sddie Cantor .56 1 : 5 i : 2 2 1. 13 4.2 ! 4 1.1 i ! 17 2.
6
Mystery Man ! 3 0 3 7 ! 4 3 ! ; 10 3.3 : 10 2.9 . 20 3.1
Joan Davis ,} 0 5 ,2 5 : 6 2 i ! 8 2.6 j,12 3.5 ! 20 3.1
Thin Man i! 2 0 •12 • 4 | 4 1 ,i 8 2.6 ; r 1.4 ; 13 2.0
Elondie : 1 1 !:2 0 ,| : 1 1 ! 4 1.3 ! 2 .5 : 6 .9

Table 48 (Concluded)
7th . Oth < 9th : Total : Total \ Total
ITame B G !. B G : B G ! cL ,9 : mG ij-G- c
Hone 0 e : 0 iX X U : l . 6 1 • o
Abbott and
Costello 10 i : 4 j. cD no b . b ! 0 1.4 , <d0 o. y
Cavalcade of
America ! 1 3 : 0 p Afr ftU ! D l.O ! 0 1.4 > t a. 1U 1 . O
Ellery Queen. . 4 2 : 3 ft P 1 y o o : ( . lb <i.4
Molle Mystery
Theatre 2 3 : 0 p 4 : <o .o : y o c<s. b ! 11 1.7
Louis Prima : 0 0 : 1 nU 1 : 1 . 3 : 1 .2 • O: 2 .3
Inner Sanctum . 3 3 : 4 0 :il 3.3 : 12 3.b 2o o. L>
Suspense : 0 1 : 1 VJ u •n<i : 1 .3 ! : 3 o• o ! 4 /?• O
Andy Russell : 0 0 : 1 nu o,u 1 ; l .3 : 1 • O > *5; £j • 3
Blind Date 0 4 : 0 3 U 3 : 0 0.0 :10 6.9 . 10 1.0
Binr Crosby : 3 6 : 3 f 3 7 : 9 2.9 :20 5.8 i <dy 4.5
Mr. and Mrs.
North : 2 1 : 1 1 1 8 : 4 1.3 :10 2.9 : 14 2.1
fiiCII Cv _i _ 1 J.
Marries : 0 : t) 7 ' 0 4 : 0 0.0 :15 4.7 : 16 2.4
Danny Raye : 0 1 : 2 6 • 2 2 : 4 1.3 : 9 2.6 : 13 2.0
Prank Sunatra : 1 8 : 1 rr0 2 10 • yi 1.3 :23 6,7 : 27 4.2
Eddie Bracken : 0 1 : 0 0 ' 0 0 : 0 0.0 : 1 • *3 : 1 .1
Andrew Sisters : 0 2 : 2 4 0 4 : 2 .6 :10 2.9 . 12 1.8
Chesterfield : 0 1 : 0 0 1 0 : 1 .3 : 1 .2 ! 2 . 3
Danny Kaye : 0 2 : 0 0 . 2 0 : 2 .6 : 2 .5 : 4 .5
Which is Which : 0 0 : 1 0 : 0 0 : 1 .3 : 0 0.0 : 1 .1
Yankee
: 0 0 : 0 1 : 0 0 : 0 0.0 : 1 .2 : 1 .1
Radio Readers
Digest .. 0 0 : 0 0 . 1 0 : 1 *?. : 0 0.0 i ; 1 .1
more than one. The results gathered in T?ole 48 reveal that there is a
wide interest in particular programs. In no one grade are there more
than twenty- six youths who check the same program and there are not more
than thirty-seven who select the same program as their favorite. Bo"b
Hope and Aboott and Costello rank first and second respectively for the
boys, whereas the girls select Prank Sinatra as first choice, llext in
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order appear the Lux Radio Theatre and Bing Crosby. Since singers are
selected as a favorite type of radio performer, one would expect them
to select "both Frank Sinatra and Bing Crosby. The "boys generally
favor light comedy and mystery programs; the girls favor singers and
stories.
Hobbies
ffew .junior high school youths engage in hobbies .— The next item
in this part of the ruestionnaire is concerned with hobbies. The next
question asked, is, "Do you have a hobby?" Table 49 reveals that the
Table 49. Number of Youths Having Hobbies.
7th
B G
! 8th |
B G
9th :
B G
Total '
B i
Total i
: G
<f>
;
Total
B-G
Yes
ii'o
ITo answer .
. 35 41
. 54 67
10 6
: 39 34
: 63 65
: 7 18
. 29 25
51 69
14 11
.103 33.9.
168 55.7
31 10.4
100 29.4:
201 59.1.
35 11.5.
203 31.8
:369 57.8
; 66 10.4
majority of youths (55.7 percent of the boys and 59.1 percent of the
girls) do not have a hobby. In addition, over 10 percent did not
answer the question. One can assume that at least 40 percent have a
hobby and that 60 percent do not.
The next question asks to find out what hobbies are being pur-
sued. Table 50 reveals that in the seventh grade eight boys con-
struct model airplanes and this hobby tops the list. Art follows
next with three boys. Only one or two participate in the other
sixteen hobbies listed. Of the seventh grade girls investigated

Table 50. Hobbies of Youths Investigated
7th 8th : 9th Total : Total : lotal
Hobbip*; • G- : B G: B 617* «
ft& oL .P ' ±5-G *
Stsirn • 4 j A X ; 7 o 1 xo 1 4 . xo 2.8
Collecting- :
4Co in i 0 1 \ OA U ; 1 o \ o q• ~ 1X -2 ! .6
Collecting :
Model Planes : 8 0 : aD 0 .\j 3 o 1 5.2 o 0.0
'
16 2.4
\Writing : 0 1 | o o
,
i 2
;
1 r?• O i 3 .8 4 .6
Stories :
VJritirw "nopris : 0 0 j o o . i o
!
1
rr 0 0.0 1 .1
Radio work : 0 0 i 3 .9 o 0.0
rj
i O .4
Puzzles : 2 2 X X 3 1 j p.D X • Z> 4 1 1X • X | 10 1.5
Phot o-rauhv : 1 0 j TX 1 a ;
rr Q
•
1 2 4 .6
Keeping Pets . 0 0 n 0 1 o 0 0 1 .2 ! i .1
Raising chicks; 0 0 o 0 • 1 0 1 .3
' 0 0.0
I
1 .1
Bicycle riding: 1 0 O / : 2 2 D 1 9X • -1 \ 6 1.7 '. 12 1.8
Pressing ! 0 1 « 0 n ! 0 0 0 0.0 1 • ^ ! i .1
flowers J
flr.7 1 pf:- i !W W — . . . v _ a - 1 0 0 i n X : 0 0 0 0.0 1 .2 ! i .1
"oo st cards ;
Rai^iiv Pip Tit*?! 0 0 1X : 0 0 0 0.0 1 .2 j i .1
Sinking: ; 0 1 ! ^ : 0 0 0 0 » KJ 8
'. 3 .4
Modeling v/ith ! 0 0 ; 1 0 : 0 0 ; X
•7
.
o A• u TX i. X
oxdy •
0 0Chemical ex- 1 0 n; X nu : 0 0 p 0 ! 2 .3
Qeriiuents
.
o o ; X u ! 0 0 1X 0 0.0 I 1 .1
bullet shels
Wood carving : 2 0 ; * U \ 1 0 j O X • D ! 5 7
i* . — xi -j-j-j ^. ..<
.
; 1 0 : ^ U . 0 0 » o
Q
.
•?
n n n
• o A..
vn t.Vi csT'f'-
board
w vjx X c< o v X - -
.
:
l 0 ; U U : 0 0 ; X • o n> u 0 0 1» X 1• x
anH nil P Q
lv %_/ V* J. -tC-^. ; 0 2 : 0 5 : 0 2 0.0 : 9 2.6 : 9 1.4
Piano playing ; 1 0 o : 0 0 X -3 ! 2 .5 : 3 .4
Designing : 0 1 : 0 0 : 0 0 : 0 0.0 ! i .2 ! l .1
clothes
Baseball : 2 2 • 5 0 : 3 0 •10 3.3 : 2 .5 : 12 1.8
Radio waking : 2 0 : 1 0 : 0 0 : 3 .9 : 0 0.0 : 3 .4
Detective work ; 1 0 : 0 0 : 0 0 : 1 .3 : 0 0.0 5 1 .1
Scrapbook : 2 6 : 2 3 : 1 9 : 5 1.6 : 18 5.2 . 23 3.5
Art : 3 2 : 1 2 : 1 1 : 5 1.6 : 5 1.4 : 10 1.5
Research : 0 1 : 0 0 : 0 0 : 0 0.0 : 1 • is : 1 .1
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Table 50 (concluded)
7th » O Oil •7 0 X! , Total : Total : X \J O CvJ.
\ U J JL £7 o
. B a n.\sr "R A ! B c* : G- ef. JUG.-D— \JT 4p.
: 0 2 r>u ni u u : 0 0.G : 4 1.1 • ft
Dancing ., 2 6 : 0 4 . (o 2 : 4 1.3 : 12 3.5 .16 2.4
Reading : 0 2 : 1 ]_ : 1 1 : 2 .6 : 4 1.1 !, 6 .9
Music : 0 2 : 0 1 : 0 0 : 0 0.0 : 3 .8 ry. o .4
Attending . 0 2 : 1 2 : 1 0 : 2 .5 : 4 1.1 ! 6 .9
movies
Roller
;
1 2 ; 1 2
;
0 2<
:
2 .6
,
6 1.7
,
8 1.2
skating
;
Riddles j 2 1 . 1 0 :. 0 0 . 3 .9 • 1 .2 : 1 4 .6
six keep scrapbooks and dance, and these are the hobbies which have
the highest number of followers. Stomp collecting ranks third with
four girls participating. Only one or two participate in the other
sixteen hobbies listed. In the eighth grade six boys construct model
airplanes, a hobby which tops the list: baseball ranks second with five
participating and sometimes tvo. Five eighth grade girls sew; four list
dancing; four list bicycling. The eighth grade girls list sixteen
hobbies in all. In the ninth grade seven boys collect stamps, and three
boys regard baseball and three, puzzles as hobbies. The ninth grade
boys list seventeen different hobbies in all. Nine ninth grade girls
keep scrapbooks. One or two participate in the other ten hobbies
which they list.
The youths polled list thirty-six different hobbies in which
they are engaged. Fifteen of these hobbies are pursued by both sexes.
The- hobby which the greatest number of boys have taken up is construct-
ing model airplanes; that of the girls is keeping scrapbooks. Hobbies,
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such as writing stories and poems, radio work, photography, rais-
ing plants and chicks, chemistry, sewing and designing can well "be
carried into adulthood; the others with proper direction can "be made
into useful activities. Although a little more than one-third of the
youths are engaged in hobbies, they are engaged in those which can
afford them pleasure and perhaps vocational opportunities in adult-
hood.
Since about 68.2 percent of the boys and ::irls have no hobbies,
the next questions are devised to find out whether they want hobbies
and if so, what hobbies they would like to have. One will conclude
from Table 51 that those youths not already having a hobby are not
too enthusiastic about expressing a liking for one. Thirty-five
hobbies are mentioned and only 132 youths express the wish to take
one up. This number constitutes 30.1 percent of the 70.6 percent
of those who claim they have no hobbies. A little more than one-
fourth, then, of those who have no hobbies express the wish to have one.
Table 51. Type of Eobby Youths Would Like*
Hobbies J• &
.JB_
7th
&
5 8th
! » Gr
! 9th
I S &
: Total
i 1 ft
: Total
1 Cr 4
5 Total
: Tt-a 4
Collecting 5, 0 **\Gt : 0 1 : 0 0 ! 0 0.0 ; 3 .8 i 3 .4
music
.
and
flowers <
Chemistry . 2 6 : 0 0 5 2 0 : 4 1.3 i 6 1.7 ! 10 1.5
experiments •
Collecting , 0 1 : 0 0 ; 0 0 I 0 0.0 ; 1 .2"I 1 .1
music records.
Collecting : 8 0 1 2 2 : 3 0 : 13 4.2 : 2 .5 ! 15 2.3
stamps !
Collecting , 3 0 • 1 0 ; 4 0 : 8 2.6 : 0 0.0 1 8 1.2
coins :
< «
<
fillip
Table 51. (Concluded)
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7th 8th 9th Total ! Total 1 Total
Hobbies : B $ > B P : B G ' B F ! , % J ! B»& c
Collecting , l 4 : 0 2 i , 1 1 :, 2 .6 : 7 2.0 : 9 1.4
match, boxes !
Scrapbooks ! ; 3 2 i . 0 0 : 0 0 : 3 .9 : 2 .5 ! 5 .7
Making minia- : 0 0 i 0 0 ! 0 1 ! 0 0.0 ! 1 .2 : 1 .1
ture clothes
Pusrles ! , 2 1 ! 0 0 1 1 rr! o .9 : , 2 .5 ; 5 .7
Collecting • 2 0 0 o ii 1 2 ' rr' 3 .9 ! 2 .5 .7
autographs
Collecting : 0 2 ! 0 0 : 0 0 ' : 0 0,0 2 .5 ! 2 .3
small !
bottles :
Collecting ! , 0 0 : 0 0. • l 0 ! 1 .3 . 0 0.0 : 1 .1
buttons
Me.TD making 0 2 ! : 0 0 : 0 0 0 0.0 .! 2 .5 t 2 .3
Woodworking : 2 0 2 0 : 0 0 ! 4 ^ FTP1.3 ' 0 0.0 J 4 .6
Bird pictures : 0 0 : • 0 0 ! 0 1 ' 0 0.0 : 1 .2 » 1 .1
Sports : 3 0 .. 3 3 : 0 0 : : 6 1.9 : 3 .8 : 9 1.4
Pets ! 0 0 : 1 0 : 0 1 > 1 rr.3 > 1 • 2 3 .3
Marionettes : 0 1 . 0 0 : 0 0 I 0 0.0 > 1 .2 i •1
Designing : 0 2 : 0 0 : 0 1 . U o.u > "2> O Q• o t .5 .4
clothes
Model planes : 1 0 3 0 : 0 0 i A> 4 1 rr 41.3 ! 0 0.0 : 4 • 6
Making radios : 0 0 : 3 0 : 1 0 : 4 1.3 : 0 0.0 ! 4 .6
Bicycle riding 1 3 0 : 2 4 : 0 o : 5 1.6 : 4 1.1 ! 9 1.4
Making doll : 0 1 !: 0 0 : 0 o : 0 0.0 : 1 .2 : 1 .1
dresses
Coll ect ing <°un& 2 0 ; 0 0: 0 0 ; 2 0.6
;
0 0.0 ! 2 rr.3
Reading « 0 3
:
0 lj 0 0 - 0 0.0 ! 4 1.1 ! 4 .6
Photography < i 0
;
0 0- o x < 1 .3 • 1 .2 : 2 .3
Dancing
!
0 0
:
0 4
(
o V 0 0.0 ; 4 1.1 : 4 .6
Collecting <
!
0 0 0 1 o o 0 0.0
;
1 .2 ; 1 .1
stuffed
animal
s
Art
:
0 0 0 0 . 1 o 1 .3
:
0 0.0 j 1 .1
Sewing
:
0 0
;
0 1
i
o 1
', o o.o • 2 •
rr
.3
Drawing
:
0 0
:
1 1
:
0 0
: 1 .3 1 .2 ' 2 .3
Collecting
:
0
.0
:
0 1
:
0 0
:
0 0.0 ! 1 .2 •, 1 .1
friends'
pictures
Wood carving o 0
:
2 0 | 1 0 : 3 .9 0 0.0 ;; 3 .4
Making small
!
0 0
: 1 0 ! 1 0 : 2 .6 0 0.0 ; 2 .3
buildings
Jump rope
: 0 2 : 0 0 : 0 0 : 0 0.0 ! 2 .5 ! 2 .3
(I
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Collecting stamps tops the hoys' list; performing chemical ex-
periments is first choice of the girls. The latter hobby, usually
considered a hoy's interest, comes as a surprise.
When so few youths are either engaged in a hohhy or express
interest in one, it would seem that something is lacking in our educa-
tional system. There is a fundamental conviction that youths want to
do things during their snare time. There should he more interest pro-
moted for hohhies hy teachers; these youths should he urged as well as
encouraged to -oursue a hohhy* . To quote Rainey:
Some youths want activities at night school .— This last section
of the questionnaire deals with those activities in which youths would
like to particix>ate if given the opportunity, and with neighborhood
influences they regard as helpful or harmful. A question asking about
the previous summer's activities is also included.
The first question asked is, "Would you attend your school at
night if it were open?" One ^dll see from Table 52 that there is a
definite wish on the part of these youths to attend their school at
night. 56.1 percent of the boys and 59,7 percent of the girls would
like to take up some activity at night school. Twenty-two youths
did not answer the question, probably an indication of indecision.
The next direction is "Check the activities you would like
if your school were open at night?" The results obtained show a
Miscellaneous
1/ Ibed, p. 85
r(
I
(
Table 52. Number of Youths Who Would Attend Own School at Night.
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: Vth :8th : 9th ; Total Total *: Total
.B G : B G : B G B 4 : G % I! B-G &
Yes 51 63 ! 80 77 : 61 49 :192 63.6'.189 56.1 : 381 59.7
No 45 46
,
27 28 , 33 56
:
105 34.4 -130 38.5 : 235 36.8
No answer ; 3 5 ! 2 12 : 0 0 ' 5 1.9 ! 17 5.4-: 22 3.5
Table 53. Type of Activities Youths Would Like at Own School at Night.
7th 8th 9th : Total : Total : Total
Activities B G : B G : B G : B i G , is ' B-e f
Crafts : 4 0 i 8 4; 4 0 : 16 5.2 : 4 1.1- \ 20 3.1
Handwork : 3 7 ! 4 5: 4 2 : 11 3.6 12 3.5: 23 3.5
Hobbies ;14 2 - 20 12;.10 5 ! 44 14.5 •.19 5.5- 63 9.8
Reading : 0 0 ! 2 4« A 4 : 6 1.9 . 8 2.3! i 14 2.1
Singing J 0 12 : 9 12: c 0 : 14 4.6 : 24 7.0- 38 5.9
Typing J 0 7 : 15 15: 9. 14 : 24 7.9 ; 26 10.5: 60 9.3
Radio Work \ 8 1 : 19 3: 4 0 : 31 10..C •. 4 1.1:• 35 5*4
Dancing i 5 9 :,17 18
:
0 18 ;: 22 7.2 : 45 13.2:, 67 10.4
School 0 0 ! 4 4; 0 2 4 1.3 . 6 1.7 : 10 1.5
subjects
Movies ;18 19 :25 29 : 14 15 : 57 18.8 : 63 18.5 120 18.7
Meeting people : 0 0 : 5 10 • 4 0 : 9 2.9 : 10 2.9 : 19 2.9
Dramatics : 3 4 i 7 5
i
o 4 : 10 3.3 : 13 3.8:: 23 3.5
Counseling : 0 0 : 0 2 : 4 0 1 4 1.3* 2 .5 : 6 .9
Vocational
I
1 2 : 4 4 : 8 5 : 13 4.2 ! 11 3.2 : 24 3.7
training
Gymn classes : 0 0 : 2 0 : 0 0 1 2 .6 : 0 0.0 : 2 • .3
Employment i o 0 ! 2 0 : 0 0 : 2 .6 : 0 0.0 : 2
r*
• O
club ' «
Auto club 0 0 ! 1 pi 0 0 0 0.0: 1 .1
Mechanics «
:
0 0 . 2 c 0 0
:
2 .6 ! 0 0.0: 2 .3
Card Club
:
0 0
:
2 0 : 0 0 ; 2 .6 ; 0 0.0 2 .3
Athletics
:
0 0 <_/ 0
:
0 0
.
. 5 1.6
.
:
0 0.0, 5 .7
Mathematics
:
Q 0 o 0 : 0 0 5 2 .6-! 0 0.0;! .3
Snorts
s
0 0 . 0 2
i
0 0 . 0 0.0
:
2 .5.• 2 .3
rather wide range of interests. Some express several enthusiasms.
The seventh grade boys have eight interests; the girls, nine. In the
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eighth grp.de the hoys express twenty activities; the girls list
fifteen. In the ninth grade the hoys list eleven; the gi^ls
,
eight.
Further analysis reveals that "both sexes are most interested in the possi
hilities of movies. In the seventh grade, hoys select hohhies as second
choice; the girls, singing. In the eighth grade, the hoys' second
choice is again hohhies; the gins select dancing. The ninth grade hoys
follow suit, whereas the girls' first, second, and third choices are
dancing, movies, and t7ming respectively. Because of the small number
of choices listed, it does not mean there is not a lively interest
among yo^iths who x^ould like to attend their school at night. If the
youths were told of the opportunities and possihilities which could
he developed, there would doubtlessly he even far greater zest.
There is a greater enthusiasm for activities of a recreational
rather than an educational nature. Since these youths are receiving
regular school work during the day, it is to he expected that they would
look for something different in the evening. These findings may he of
particular interest to recreational leaders in developing a post-war
evening school.
Heltjful and Harmful Influences
A discussion of neighborhood influences these youths find "bene-
ficial and detrimental is relevant to a survey investigating the leisure
time activities of these youths, for the general health, morale, and
activity of hoys and girls -is dependent in no small measure upon their
environment.
With respect to the helpful influences in the community, Table 53
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reveals that the seventh graders feel that radio, school, and
friends in that order are the most "beneficial institutions in their
environment. They see least benefit in clubs, libraries, Darks, and
playgrounds. In the eighth grade, however, the boys feel that the
church and school are great influences; parks, playgrounds, and Federal.
Hill House are their next choices. Church is first choice of the
eighth grade girls, with friends and library next appearing most fre-
quently. School and radio also seem to these eighth grade girls to
Table 54. Hel-oful Influences in Neighborhood of Youths.
;
7th' . 8th . 9th Total
:
Total : Total
Influences . B
»
G
:
B G
:
B g'
:
B $ : G f : B-G f
\
None
f
: 5 2 : 2 1 : 4 0 j 11 3.6 : 3 .8 : 14 2.1
Federal Hill : 5 1 : 19 8: 4 l: 28 9.2: 10 2.9: 38 5.9
House
Boys' Clubs : 0 0 ! 11 5: 23 l: 34 11.2: 6 1.7: 40 6.2
Scouts « 5 2 : 16 7: 5 2: 26 8.5: 11 3.2! 37 5.7
Girls' clubs : 0 0 : 7 8: 0 0: 7 2.3: 8 2.3: 15 2. 3
People at work • 0 3 : 2 3; 0 0: 2 .6! 6 1.7! 8 1.2
Parks
i 4 1 ; 19 11: 23 26: 46 15.1
:
38 11.1
:
84 13.1
Playgrounds 6 : 19 12: 23 24: 46 15.1 42 12.3: 83 13.7
Li brary ! 4 2 : 16 17 5 11 10
:
31 10.2: 29 8.5: 60 9.3
Canteen j 2 1 : 8 12: 6 9: 16 5.2: 22 6.4s 38 5.9
Church j 15 15 : 29 27: 13 16: 57 18.8: 58 17.0! 115 17.9
Good Neighbors
. 14 13 : 15 12: 18 19: 47 15.5: 44 12.9: 91 14.1
Y. M. C. A j 1 1 : 18 6: 8 2: 27 8.9: 9 2.65 36 5.6
Y. W. C. A.
: 1 2 : 6 5: 0 8 : 7 2.3: 15 4.4: 22 3.4
School i 25 18 : 21 14: 13 16: 59 19.4: 48 14.1! 107 16.6
Friends
: 24 12 ! 16 17: 13 16: 53 17.4: 45 13.2: 96 15.2
Relatives 8 15 : 10 11: 8 2: 26 8.5: 28 8.2: 54 8.4
Automobiles 0 0 : 8 7: 0 0: 8 2.6: 7 2.0! 15 2.3
Radio
: 28 29 16 14: 13 19: 57 18 ;8 : 62 18. 2: 119 18.5
Work
: 1 7 11 8 : 0 0: 12 3.9 : 15 4.45 27 4.2
Clinic j: 0 0 i 2 0: 0 0: 2 .6: 0 0.05 2 .3
Ponds ! 1 0 0 0
:
0 0 1 .3: 0 O.O: 1 .1
bring some benefit to the community. "People at work" does not hold much
-
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"benefit. In the ninth grade, a"bout 25 percent of the "boys select play-
grounds, parks, and "boys' clubs. The girls agree that playgrounds and
parks are helpful influences, but see little "benefit in work, relatives
and scouts.
With the exception of fourteen youths, all the subjects are awake
to some helpful influences in the neighborhood. There is a wide distri-
bution of choices among them, some expressing two or three. The older
boys and girls choose parks and playgrounds as the most helpful. In this
connection, the American Youth Commission has the following to say:
Yet of all age groups, yoting people have the most diffi-
culty in making use appropriate to their age of the oppor-
tunities that the larger parks 1/ forests offer. "In
many cases they are able to reach the areas only as members
of family parties traveling by automobiles. Family re-
creation is desirable, but the family unit is often not the
best one suited to the rugged forms of recreation for which
the larger parks and forests are especially appropriate.
It would, therefore, seem that young people have a special
need for leadership and facilities that will enable them to
make effective use of the state and national parks and
forests.
The conscious recognition of the school as a helpful influence seems
to vary inversely with age and grade, whereas that of good neighbors in-
creases slightly with age and grade.
The companion part to this question directs the subjects to check
those items which they feel are harmful influences. According to Table
55, eleven youths see no harmful influences, but 327 list twenty-nine
harmful influences in the neighborhood. Several of the youths list more
1/ American Youth Commission, Youth and The Future . American Council
on Education, Washington, 1942, P. 162.
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than two; many list just two; very few list only one.
It seems to he a concensus of opinion among the youths investi-
gated that dirty places, such as streets, parks, and club rouses const i-
Tahle 55. Harmful Influences in Neighborhood of Youths.
: 7th : 8th : 9th : Total : Total : Total
Influences : B G : B G : B G : B f : G $ : B-G t
Hone i 0 0 : 5 6 : 0 0 : 5 1.6 : 6 1.7 : 11 : 1.7
Playgrounds : 7 : 2 3 : 0 0 : 6 1.9 : 10 2.9 : 16 2.4
Parks : 0 0 : 2 3 : 0 0 : 2 .6 : 3 .8 : 5 .7
Automobiles : 5 0 : 2 6 : 5 0 : 12 3.9 : 6 1.7 : 18 2.8
Boys hanging : 22 17 : 21 17 : 8 6 : 51 16.8 : 40 Ui7 : 91 14.1
around
streets
Servicemen : 0 0 : 4 2 : 9 5 : 13 4.2 : 7 2.0 : 20 3.1
Canteen : 3 1 ! 3 2 : 0 0 : 6 1.9 : 5 .8 : 9 1.4
Pool rooms : 22 17 : 21 15 : 5 1 : 48 15.8 : 33 9.7 : 81 12.6
Barrooms '. 22 17 : 25 21 : 13 15 : 60 18.8 : 63 15.. 5 : 113 17.3
Gangs on
J
21 16 : 23 21 : 6 5 : 50 16.5 : 42 12.3 : 92 14.3
Corners
Skating ponds • 6 2 • 2 3 ! 0 0 ' 8 2.
6
: 5 1.4 i 13 2.0
Grou-os smoking' 22 17 j 15 20. 9 6 46 15.1«: 43 12.6 : 89 13.8
in shops
Theatres
; 0 1: 3 2 0 0: 3 .9. 3 .3: 6 .9
Dirty play-
.: 22 17: 15 18: 23 16: 60 19.8: 51 14.9: 111 17.3
grounds
i
Dirty streets $ 22 17 ; 17 24: 23 16: 62 20.4: 57 16.7: 119 18.5
Dirty club « 22 17 ! 15 16: 22 16: 59 19.4; 49 14.4: 108 16.8
houses
j
Racing . 14 5 : 6 9: 0 0: 20 6.6; 14 4.1: 34 5.3
With had
: 22 17 : 24 17: 13 16: 59 19.4: 50 14.7: 109 17.0
friends
;
Dirty girls
: 0 0 : 0 0: 1 0: 1 .3: 0 0.0: 1 .1
Dance halls
; 1 0 : 6 5: 0 1: 7 2.3: 6 1.7: 13 2.0
Gossip « 0 0 : 0 0: 0 1: 0 0.0: 1 ?« 1 .1
Neighbors « 0 0 : 0 0: 0 2: 0 0.0: 2 2 .3
Drunkards j 0 0 : 0 0: 0 1: 0 0.0: 1 r>. 1 .1
Girls smoking ! 0 0 : 0 01 1 O: 1 .3: 0 0.0: 1 .1
Bad houses • 0 n : 0 0: 1 0: 1 . • 0 0.0: 1 .1
Sailors . 0 0 : 0 0: 1
'
0: 1 .3: 0 0.0: 1 .1
Boys shooting . 0 0 : 0 0: 1 0: 1 .3: 0 0.0: 1 .1
dice
:
Dirty yards
: 0 0 : 0 C: 1 0: 1 .3: 0 0.0: 1 .1

Table 55 (Concluded)
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7th 8th ! 9th Tot si , Total i Total
Influences : S G ! , B G . B G B $ ! G # : B-G i
Poker Games 1 o 0 0 0 ! 1 0 : 1 .3.! 0 0.0 : 1 .1
Clogged Sewers
.
0 0
. 0 0 1 0 1 .3 0 0.0,. 1 .1
tute very harmful influences. While this survey was "being conducted,
several influential civic leaders started a campaign to clean the
city's streets and parks. The campaign aroused public opinion and
may have made the subjects particularly aware of these conditions.
Barrooms and bad friends also appear frequently on the list
of harmful influences. About one-third of the subjects list them.
Six youths list theatres as harmful. Ten youths each list one
harmful influence which is not included by any other subject.
Gangs around street corners mean a harmful influence to the youths.
It is quite evident from the data gathered that conditions in
the neighborhood which are r@£&rded as harmful by these youths can
be easily corrected. Cleaner conditions, worthwhile activities,
refusal to admit youths to barrooms, pool rooms, and the like
will offer these youths a better community and the incentive to en-
gage in worthwhile activities rather than to idle away leisure time.
Spare time should be utilized to malce better citizens. These
youths must live in an atmosphere which encourages better living.
Elimination of these harmful influences and substitution of worthwhile
activities will offer to these youths new channels.

118
Previovis Summer's Activities
As it has "been explained above, since this survey v/as under-
taken immediately after the winter season, the previous summer's
activities may have "been forgotten "by the youths investigated. To
he sure they would include them, the last direction is to include
such activities.
The youths include seventeen different activities. If some
of the items were broken down one would obtain a far greater list.
The present list, however, serves the purposes of the investigation.
Ta"ble 56. Activities Participated in Previous Sumner.
Type of ! 7th : 8th : 9th : Total : Total : Total
Act ivities : B G : B G : B G : B $ : G % : B-G
Remained at : 14 12 : 22 13 : 24 16 : 60 19.8 : 41 12.0 : 104 IS.
2
home
Swimming at : 35 32 : 38 31 : 30 25 : 103 33.9 : 88 25.8 : 191 29.7
"beach * •
Worked around : 6 21 ! 19 39 : 15 49 : 40 13.2 :109 32.0 : 149 23.2
house
'forked in city : 26 3 : 35 12 : 53 14 : 114 37.6 : 29 8.5 : 143 22.3
with pay
Worked in : 8 2 : 19 16 : 12 10 : 39 12.8 : 28 8.2 : 67 10.4
country withs *
Pay J
Summer School : 5 8; 2 3: 2 0; 9 2.9l 5 1.4; 14 4.1
Visited friands 40 50: 71 65: 29 19: 140 46.2; 134 39.3; 274 42.7
& relatives
Stayed in « 24 12; 35 24: 16 r-f .0
:
75 24.7. 39 11.4; 114 17.7
country
:
1/ent to camp ; 10 1: 9 3: 5 3: 24 7.9: 7 2.0: 31 4.8
Sports ; 56 40: 70 41: 52 21: 178 58.7: 102 280 43.6
Hiking ; 24 11: 18 10: 22 4: 64 21.1: 25 7.3: 89 13.8
Visited parks
: 42 49: 43 50: 59 61: 144 47.5: 160 47.0: 304 47.4
Traveled "by \ 35 40: 45 39: 49 16: 129 42.5: 95 27.9: 224 34.9
auto j
Traveled "by 5 0 0: 0 3: 0 0: 0 0.0; 3 .8: 3 .4
trpJLn j
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Tahle 56. (Concluded)
Type of
Activities
, 7th
: B (J
: 8th
; B G
9th
B G
: Total
: B
Total
G i»
, -Ot. 1
: B-G $
Boat sailing
Bicycle riding
Merit to "Sew
York :
,
12 11
36 40
: 1 3
: 1 3
8 9
. 0 1
; 12 6
! 42 25
0 0
: 25 8.2,
86 28.3.
1 .3
! 20 5.8
74 21.7
4 1.1
45 7.0
160 24.9
5 .7
Upon analysis of the table it will he found that the youths of the
seventh and eighth grades claim their most frequent activity to have "been
visiting friends and relatives. These trips may have included trips to
summer hones. ITinth graders found summer fun in the parks. About 50 per-
cent played sports; less than 30 percent went swimming. A slightly high-
er nunher of hoys than girls went hiking. Four hoys and one girl travel-
ed to New York. Far more hoys than girls worked last summer. Fourteen
youths attended summer school, and twenty-four hoys and seven girls went
to camp. There are 16.2 percent of the youths investigated who check
"staying at home". When one takes into consideration the gasoline
shortage, this is certainly a slight percentage.
To summarize, the activities in which the youths were engaged last
summer show a decided leaning toward sports. Traveling and visiting
people also seem to have "been popular pastimes. The facts that only
24.9 percent engaged in "bicycling and only 13.8 percent went hiking
s-aggest that there is amole room in which summer recreational leaders
can work.

CHAPTER VII
StJHMAPT AHD COITCLUSIOHS
Of the 826 youths enrolled in the S. W. Bridgham Junior High
School, in the Federal Hill district of Providence, Rhode Island,
638 received questionnaires. The student "body, which is composed of
boys and girls between the ages of ten and seventeen, come from all
parts of the district. Consequently, the conclusions represent facts
relative to the Federal Hill district.
The first fact ascertained is that the majority of the youths'
parents are foreign born. The fact that 58.8 percent of the parents
speak English at home would lead one to believe that the majority of
these youths are learning the English language at home.
Over 90 percent of the fathers are employed today. Because of
war conditions many more than ordinary are working. There are less
than 15 percent of the mothers engaged in work which takes them away
from their homes. Since more than 85 percent of the mothers are house-
wives, these youths are not left entirely alone when they are at home.
About 282 brothers of the youths investigated are members of the
armed services. This number affects a total of 226 families or a little
more than one-third of the youths under consideration. There are three
fathers and one mother who are also in the service.
In the families of the subjects, the number of persons making up
a family group ranges from two to fovirteen, producing an average of
eight persons in a family group. Since the majority of homes in Federal
- 120-
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Hill average six rooms, there is a ratio of six rooms to eight per-
sons or less than one room a person.
The newspaper is an important item in the Federal Hill household,
for over 95 percent of the families purchase one or more. Consequently,
newspaper articles can have a tremendous influence on the youths of this
community. In addition to newspapers, the youths read books and maga-
zines. Although 85 percent of the youths own library cards, less than
one-third are using them. Furthermore, those who use them are not deriv-
ing the maximum advantage from them. Magazines seem to enjoy a wider
popularity than books among the youths; the majority read those magazines
concerned with movies, current events, and love stories.
As for outdoor games, the youths under consideration are spending
an average of from two to three hours a week on outdoor games, for the
most part baseball and skating. Although less than 50 percent of the
youths are engaged in outdoor sports, 99 percent of them express some
interest in outdoor games. A greater number exhibit an interest in in-
door games, although less than 70 percent are taking part in them. Thus,
while these youths have great interest in both indoor and outdoor games,
a small percentage of them are realizing their ambitions.
Le?s than 66 percent of the fathers, and 41 percent of the mothers
belong to cltibs. Of the large number of parents holding memberships,
however, few actually attend. Club officers predict more active parti-
cipation after the wa.r. Since fever mothers than fathers belong to
clubs, it would seem they prefer the home to outside interests.
As for the youths, less than 35 percent belong to clubs outside
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school. Since the Dancing Club is not open to all, one must elimi-
nate it from the total number of clubs available to the youths. Boys
express a preference for clubs offering active sports; girls express
a preference for dancing clubs.
With respect to the youths who work for pay, it has been found
that over 16 percent of them work on weekdays; over 18 percent work on
Saturdays; less than 6 percent work on Sundays. The hours range from
two to six on weekdays and on Saturdays they range from two to eight.
All the youths who work for pay are working outside their homes. War
conditions have given new OTyoortunit ies to junior high school youths
to work. The nature of their work generally conforms to their qee. Of
the large percentage who work without pay, all but five are performing
such work in their own homes. The work consists of the typical chores
done about the house. These youths, in general, are not burdened with
heavy work or with long hours; however, they are occupied with some job
at home during their leisure which keeps them busy for a certain length
of time.
With respect to all leisure time activities, over 90 percent
are spending from one to more than fifty-two hours each week on
different activities. The average time is between eight and twelve
hours a week. 100 percent of the youths have radios; 92.3 percent of
the youths make it a practice to listen to them regularly. Favorite
programs are mysteries and comedies, although 68.4 percent do enjoy
variety programs. Bob Hope and Jack Benny top the list of favorite
radio personalities. There are two things to be noticed here:
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(1) Obviously the ymiths are tuning in their radios for
entertainment.
(2) Eadio programs have untouched possibilities for develop-
ing good attitudes towards recreation.
Ninety-five percentage of them attend the movies from one to three
times a week, usually in the evenings or on Sundays. IText to comedies
and animated cartoons, "aviation" pictures and musicals are enjoyed by
most. Movies containing action and suspense also hold a high place*
Reading, attending church, and doing housework engage over 50 per-
cent; working for pay involves over 29 percent; studying school lessons,
27.8 percent; attending club meetings, 25.2 percent; dancing, 28.2 per-
cent; hanging about, 22.6 percent. The other activities involving less
than 20 percent are
With gang 17.2
Attending Sunday School 13.9
Skating 12.8
In library 11.6
Shopping for home 10.3
Bicycle riding 9.2
Alone 7.0
Travel by automobile 6.9
Handwork 6.5
Attending canteen 4.4
Studying musical instrument 2.8
Hiking 2.0
Studying voice 1.8

Typing 1.2
Playing hockey .7
Attending Federal Hill House 4.6
Attending night school .3
It is apparent, then, that the youths are engaged in some leisure
time activities. Although they are not engaging in the most construct-
ive pastimes, they are obtaining enjoyment. Although the number en-
gaged in directed projects is rather small, it has been learned that
there is an interest, among larger numbers- to participate. Because of
war-time conditions, nothing is apparently being done outside the
school to attract more youths to join such projects.
Since war-time jobs are paying labor high wages, it is not
surprising to find that 64.8 percent of the youths are receiving week-
ly allowances ranging from twenty-five cents to more than three dollars
and fifty cents, with the average falling at about one dollar and twent
five cents.
Hobbies of all* kinds are claimed by only 31.8 percent; less than
27 percent of those who have none express a desire for one. This re-
presents too email a percentage of those engaged in an activity which
renders recreational and vocational value.
In response to the inquiry as to ho\/ many would like to attend
their school at night, 59.7 percent say they would and suggest activi-
ties which have value.
Among the elements these youths find most helpful in their
community are radio, church, school, and friends. These elements,
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all of which have a place in the development of character, suggest
the "bases about which a recreational program should he "built.
98.3 percent of the youths claim a.s harmful influences existing
in their community dirty conditions, idle persons, poolrooms, and bar-
rooms. To create a better atmosphere for the development of character,
these conditions should be corrected or removed from the reach of youths.
The survey, then, proves conclusively that the youths are not tak-
ing advantage of the clubs and organizations established within their
community. Since most of their activities are run without trained
leaders, they are not deriving full benefit from organized programs.
Bearing in mind the fact that these youths spend more time out of
school than in, the school program should make provisions for out-of-
school activities. Recreational clubs and agencies, although they
have well-planned programs, are not reaching their pot exit ial strength;
they are doing little at present to attract more youths to them. Al-
though they can meet the needs and demands of the youths of Federal Hill,
they are not doing it.

CHAPISR VIII
HEOOMMItmAITIOlTS
From the data gathered in this survey there is no doubt that the
youths of Federal Hill as normal children everywhere want a well-
balanced recreational life. During their leisure, the majority of
youths are engaged in some activities, but these activities for the
most part do not come under the direction of clubs or the supervi-
sion of trained leaders. It is quite apparent, then, that the youths
are not enjoying the full benefits which can be derived from a well-
organized recreational program. It seems most imperative, therefore,
that teachers and school officials become aware of the above facts,
/hen the school fully recognizes the existing problem, the following
recommendations can develop an effective recreational program reach-
ing the majority of youths:
1. Since the creative as well as the cultural values derived
from recreation have become apparent to educators as well as to the
layman, the schools should introduce into their curricula, provisions
for stressing the needs, purpose, and possibilities of and the oppor-
tunities for recreation. In this way, the schools can encourage pupils
to form recreational interests which will carry over outside the school
and into adulthood.
2. Since the number of youths engaged in hobbies is very small,
it would seem that the schools can do a great job in encouraging more
to take part in them. Opportunities should be provided during school;
- 126 -
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about one hour each week should "be devoted to hobbies. Youths
should he taught the value derived from them and the opportunities
they provide for future life work. There could he public displays, of
the best hobbies.
3. Because so many youths are not connected with any organization,
juvenile delinquency is on the ascendent; a number of yoxiths are
breaking into homes and Stores and stealing whatever they can. Vandal-
ism throughout the neighborhood is running wild. To help correct
these conditions a Juvenile Conservation Corps should be established
under the jurisdiction and direction of the police. The police de-
partment could inaugurate a program of open house, guided tours, and
demonstrations for such a corps in an effort to dramatize good citizen-
ship. Members could receive recognition for outstanding work by receiv-
ing an emblem and promotion in rank.
4. Since radio programs are enjoyed by almost all youths, they
should publicize recreational projects in each community and cooperate
in a campaign week each year, at which time an intensive drive could
be made to urge the youths to join some recreational organization with-
in their community.
5. Once membership in community organizations has increased, every-
thing should be done to keep it regular. One of the surest ways would
be to provide better training for recreational leaders. The field
should be attractive enough to enlist the most capable persons available.
Low salaries and lack of tenure have been vital fa.ctors in the past in
steering potential leaders away from the field. Recreational leaders
should correct these faults in planning their post-war program.
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6. There should be a one half ox one percent tax applied
to every one's income, which tax in conjunction with funds made avail-
able by the federal government should be applied by the community to a
recreational program.
7. Each year a week should be set aside to invite parents to
visit the recreational centers so that they can become acquainted with
the leaders, learn what programs are available to their children, and
see displays and demonstrations. The aid of radio, newspapers, and
schools should and could be enlisted tc encourage parents to attend.
8. The schools, whenever possible, should loan, material and
equipment to the recreational centers in their communities, and if
necessary, make their plants themselves available.
9. The community should invite leaders from the school, church,
and recreational centers of the district to become "Trustees of Commu-
nity Recreation." These trustees should meet once a month and more
often when necessa.ry. They should know the enrollment of each organi-
sation within the community, the leaders engaged, the programs in Oper-
ation, the demonstrations and exhibitions to which the parents are be-
ing invited, and the financial condition of the organizations. It should
be the duty of the trustees to welcome ideas from the youths or leaders
in charge and to offer projects and suggestions to improve the organiza-
tions.
10. About once a year, the above committee should have an open
meeting to which parents are invited. This would be a good opportunity
to publicize recreation and urge parents to have their children attend
4
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centers more regularly.
Since Federal Hill is fortunate in having a number of recreation-
al centers, the groundwork for a program for all youths has "been laid.
The present problem is that not enough youths have been reached by these
centers. The above recommendations are an attempt to overcome this pro-
blem. It will be necessary to enlist the help of schools, radio sta-
tions, libraries, and the general uublic to bring the youths under a
well-established and directed program. A recreational program is use-
less and valueless unless it reaches all the youths in the community.
i
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